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OPENING HOURS   

April 12th 1.30 -3.30 29th 10- 12  
May 10th 1.30 -3.30;  27th 10 -12 
May 20th  1-2pm before Society AGM   
June 14th  1.30 -3.30;  24th 10 -12 

WEBSITE  
The newsletter can also be found on the  
website on the library page along with all  
the library information and the search fa-
cility for the catalogue. All books new to 
the Library are on the  catalogue.  Sug-
gestions for the catalogue are always 
welcome.  

A SELECTION of BOOKS  NEW to  
the  LIBRARY 

Hardwick Hall A Great Old Castle of 
Romance  David Adshead and David 
Taylor (editors).Yale University Press  
380 pp 2016 
The handsome book is published by Yale 
University Press for the National Trust 
and the Paul Mellor Centre for Studies in 
British Art.  
From the cover -  The book, the  collab-
orative endeavour of twenty scholars 
charts Hardwick’s 400-year old history, 

describing changes made to the build-
ings, collections and gardens, and high-
lighting changing perceptions and myths 
about the place. The publication, the fruit 
of new research, offers up new discover-
ies, reattributions and reevaluations and 
is illus-
trated with 
specially 
commis-
sioned 
photo-
graphy.  
This pub-
lication 
certainly 
fulfils its 
remit. 
David Ad-
shead’s 
substantial 
introduc-
tion sets the scene for the 20 essays 
which shed new light on the many famil-
iar and less familiar artefacts in Hard-
wick, amply supported by beautiful illus-
trations.  

Peak District    Penny Anderson. Collins 
New Naturalist Library  528pp 2021 

The natural history of any region is inex-
tricably linked to its landscape through 
the geology and the processes which 
formed it millions of years ago. Penny 
Anderson has devoted her working life to 
the Peak District and as a botanist and 
ecologist describes in this book how 
everything in the landscape is inter -con-
nected and how both the natural events 
and the  intervention of humans have 
contributed to the evolution of the natural 
history of this special landscape. The 
Peak District’s unique position has creat-
ed such a variety of wildlife and ecologi-



cal systems and together with her look at 
what the future might hold makes Penny 
Anderson’s book a timely addition in 
these changing climatic conditions.  

Other new books are on the library page 
of the website and all are on the cata-
logue. 

********************************* 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORTS 
 The Library holds a number of archae-
ological reports including Graeme Guil-
bert’s work  on Mam Tor as highlighted 
in the  January newsletter and the work 
done on Catton Hall as discussed  by 
Keith Foster in his talk for the Society on  
Resistivity in March.  

********************************* 
Thanks to Graeme Guilbert for the fol-
lowing article  

Sketch of a Tour into Derbyshire and 
Yorkshire …, by William Bray (2nd edn, 
1783). 

If there is one book on the shelves of the 
DAS library in Belper that I would covet 
for my own, then it has to be this account 
of William Bray’s meandering tours 
through a series of counties across the 
midst of 
England, not 
the least of 
them being 
Derbyshire. 
Bray was a 
solicitor by 
profession, 
and he was 
able effect-
ively to 
combine 
legal prac-

tice based in London with wide-ranging 
antiquarian interests, the latter promoted 
in some measure through becoming a 
stalwart of the Society of Antiquaries, 
making him well connected in such 
circles. He was born in Surrey in 1736, 
and he died there at the ripe age of 96; 
and it was the history and antiquities of 
that county that came to dominate his 
studies during later life. In contrast, the 
last three decades of the 18th century had 
seen Bray touring regularly within south-
ern Britain, over-nighting in a succession 
of hostelries after days of travelling on 
horseback. Such tours were becoming 
increasingly popular among the more af-
fluent members of society during the 
18th century, and some of those indi-
viduals who indulged in such exploits 
were driven by a developing interest in 
topography and antiquities. Some even 
ventured to publish records of their 
travels and, though William Bray did not 
always do so, it is fortunate for us that he 
chronicled the highlights of his journeys 
through our region.  

His initial visit to Derbyshire, undertaken 
in 1775 and coming to print in 1778 (un-
der the same title as the revised version 
of 1783, and unmistakably Bray’s doing, 
though actually anonymous), involved a 
tortuous route between Derby and Shef-
field — inter alia taking him through 
Kedleston, Ashbourne, Dovedale, Mat-
lock, Bakewell, Hardwick, Chatsworth, 
Tideswell and Castleton — amounting 
to 134 miles. The expanded 1783 Sketch 
(unequivocally authored by Bray) was 
occasioned by a ‘repetition of visits’ in 
1781, as well as seeking out additional 
places, so this time including some 164 
miles within Derbyshire. He declared 
that it included ‘so much new matter … 
that it may almost be considered as a 



new book’. He was clearly much taken 
with this region, particularly with the 
Peak, so that Derbyshire occupied 62 of 
the 248 pages in the 1778 Sketch, rising 
to a generous 145 of 400 in the 1783 
Sketch. With its strong antiquarian em-
phasis, this was a notable addition to the 
growing body of travel literature.  

Others may find greatest interest in 
Bray’s general topographical description 
of various locations, or in his first-hand 
account of contemporary scenes, such as 
the developing cotton-mills of the 
Derwent Valley or the burning of lime at 
Stony Middleton. For many an archae-
ologist, however, it will be Bray’s 
thoughts on a variety of antiquities that 
steal the show, in places spilling over 
into genuine archaeological observation, 
rather than the mere musings favoured by 
some of the more romantically-minded 
antiquaries. There is no disguising that 
some of Bray’s archaeological informa-
tion was borrowed from other writers, as, 
for example, his notes on the group of 
archaeological monuments to be seen on 
Harthill and Stanton Moors, clearly taken 
from a paper by Hayman Rooke pub-
lished as recently as 1782, as Bray was 
happy to acknowledge. It is equally ap-
parent, however, that the words regarding 
certain other impressive places arose 
from personal fieldwork, so compiling 
independent comments upon features 
scrutinized in the field, including many 
that are still seen to be among Derby-
shire’s most striking archaeological 
monuments, as, for instance, at Arbor 
Low, Carlwark, Brough and Grey Ditch.  

The 1778 Sketch was wholly unillus-
trated but, as Bray’s scheme for the re-
vised edition matured, he commissioned 
a competent illustrator, John Carter, to 

visit numerous places in 1782, including 
some in the Peak. Carter made drawings 
of a diverse range of subjects, some ar-
chitectural (his forte) and some archae-
ological. Eventually, Carter engraved a 
selection of these for inclusion in the 
1783 Sketch, including the Norman 
doorway of Bakewell church and its pre-
Conquest cross, plus plans of the ring-
work at Hathersage and the Roman fort 
at Brough, together with architectural 
fragments and a potsherd seen at the lat-
ter site.  

For me, the chief fascination of each 
edition lies in Bray’s record of Mam Tor, 
which had long found celebrity for its 
great landslip — one of Peakland’s 
‘Wonders’ — and which Bray plainly 
considered to be equally intriguing for its 
hilltop ‘camp, supposed to be Roman’, 
with ‘double trench all round’. His 1778 
Sketch tells of a first encounter with this 
hillfort, pacing his way around its circuit, 
and noting one of its entrances. It re-
mains curious that he should somehow 
have contrived not to see the spring of 
water issuing from within the fortifica-
tion, despite an awareness of an earlier 
written reference to it (this appearing in 
the first, brief, published notice of the 
fort, in Gibson’s 1695 edition of Cam-
den’s Britannia). Following his return to 
the scene in 1781, Bray was able to re-
dress that fault in the fuller 1783 Sketch, 
noting ‘a good spring’, as well as ob-
serving two more of its apparent gate-
ways. Significantly, this later script was 
supplemented with a measured plan, 
showing the spring in correct relation to 
the earthworks (something which more 
recent surveyors have not always man-
aged to get right). That plan provided the 
first drawn record of this fine hillfort, 
and it is actually a rather shapely plan 



when compared with most of the few 
others known to have portrayed British 
hillforts up to that stage of the 18th cen-
tury. As it happens, the plan of Mam Tor 
was not the first one of a Derbyshire fort 
to be prepared for publication, which ac-
colade belongs to Rooke, with his rather 
less accomplished mapping of the outline 
of Castle Ring, Harthill. The superior 
Mam Tor plan even depicted one of the 
fort’s two inturned entrances, even now 
recognizable as most diagnostic feature 
of its earthworks. All told, Bray’s contri-
bution to the study of Mam Tor repres-
ents a notable advance, arguably not 
bettered before the 20th century. At any 
rate, it has become an integral part of my 
own connection with Mam Tor and its 
fort across the past 40 years, and this, 
above all, explains why, in my eyes, this 
formative book deserves enduring re-
spect. Any such pioneering study is, of 
course, certain to have its flaws, but 
these should not be allowed to diminish 
the work of this scholarly tourist from 
Surrey, retaining an enduring value for 
all those who remain intent upon improv-
ing archaeological understanding in 
Derbyshire.  

Graeme Guilbert  

********************************* 
The Reliquary. Vols 1- 26 1860 - 1886 
Edited by  Llewellyn Jewitt FSA 

Not long  after the  library opened in 
Belper in 2019 we were very lucky, 
thanks to the sharp eyes of the late Joan 
D’Arcy,  to acquire through auction the 
first 26 volumes  of The Reliquary, the 
19th century publication  edited by 
Llewellyn Jewitt, one of the founder 
members and vice -president of the DAS 
then known as “The Derbyshire Archae-

ological and Natural History Society”. 
This was such a fortuitous acquisition to 
start the Library on its next stage.  
 I picked one volume at random for this 
article. Written in 1881 Volume 21’s 
proper title  “The Reliquary Quarterly 
Archaeological Journal and Review.    A 
Depository  for precious relics - Le-
gendary, Biographical and Historical , 
illustrative of the Habits, Customs and 
Pursuits of our Forefathers”  gives you 
some idea of the scope and content of 
these journals.   Llewellyn Jewitt (1816 -
1886) was a prodigious collector of facts 
and information of all sorts - very much 
the epitome of the Victorian quest for 
knowledge and broadening the mind.    

The journal, begun in 1860, was a na-
tional one but with Jewitt living in Win-
ster and then Duffield  the content is 
heavily focussed towards Derbyshire.  In 
the  introduction to this particular 
volume, the 21st ,in his inimitable florid 
language, Jewitt remarks  that his journal 
has “attained its majority” and has ar-
rived at “the honourable state of man-
hood” He also comments that he can 
think of no other Antiquarian journal 
apart from The Gentleman’s Magazine 
which has lasted as long. The Reliquary 
was very much his  creation and you can 
feel the enthusiasm coming off the page.   
As well as providing much of the content 
himself Jewitt had a long list of contrib-
utors who like  himself  were interested 
in and wrote on a wide variety of topics. 
It is worth remembering that this journal 
came about in the days when Jewitt and 
his ilk  were called “Antiquarians’ and 
before the idea of hiving off subjects eg 
archaeology into specialisms existed or 
was just in its very early stages. So much 
of the information in these journals  is 
now much easier for us to access with 



our modern technology and a lot will 
have been updated but to read it in its 
original Victorian context is very pleas-
ing and to handle the book brings an ex-
tra dimension which the internet, useful 
as it is, can’t provide.  

Here just some examples of the articles.  
Following on from John Titterton’s ex-
cellent talk in November on Heraldry  
there is an article on “Heraldic Grants to 
Derbyshire Families" and an article by 
Jewitt entitled “A few Words on the  
Pomegranate as an Heraldic Bearing 
and Badge.” 

“Glimpses of Mediaeval Life as exempli-
fied in the memoranda of Arthur Mower.”   
Followed by another two articles  “the 
MS memoranda of George Mower of 
Barley Woodseats co. Derby.( a descend-
ant of Arthur Mower).  Some of the latter 
articles has been transcribed in Miscel-
lany. 

This next one should  raise a smile “ A 
few words on Beauty-spots and Patches”  
subtitled  ‘A thing of shreds and 
patches’( W S Gilbert’s nod to 
Shakespeare.) This is illustrated with pic-
tures of face patches with which women 
( and men) adorned their faces in the 
17th Century. 

Estimates of Diet and Household Ex-
penses , at Osmaston Hall Derbyshire , 
in 1753 

A Brief note on the Font in Winster 
Church, Derbyshire. 
  
Another one which caught my eye was 
Diary of his First visit to Derbyshire, by 
the Late F.W.Fairholt, F.S.A.  Frederick 
William Fairholt (1814 - 1866) was an 

Antiquarian and wood-engraver and a 
good friend of Llewellyn Jewitt. The visit 
took place in 1835 and to quote Jewitt-  
“The observations are shrewd and intel-
ligent and show that even at that early 
age his love of topography and antiquit-
ies was being largely developed. The nar-
rative is simple and unpretentious in mat-
ter and manner, but is full of interest for 
the description it gives of places and 
buildings now, with lapse of time, much 
altered.” There are  three long articles 
about this visit, extracted posthumously 
from Fairholt’s Diary.   Fairholt mentions 
walking past  the brick works at 
Mickleover. 
When asked about Derby’s first paper, 
the ‘Derby Mercury’ springs to mind but 
this article  An Historical and Descript-
ive Note on the First Derby Newspaper is 
about a paper which precedes that  - The 
Derby Postman. It makes for interesting 
reading. He also references an article on 
this in DAJ Vol 3.  

This is just a very small snapshot of art-
icles from one volume of The Reliquary. 
They happen to be mostly Derbyshire  
but there are many others country-wide. 
One look at the content list of any 
volume and you will be sure to find 
something to catch your attention and 
much of the information is still relevant. 



Philip Riden for the Derbyshire Record 
Society has produced a publication “An 
Index to The Reliquary, First Series, 
Volumes 1–26, 1860–86” which will as-
sist your search. It is available in the Li-
brary. 
Some of these volumes can  be accessed 
online but the hard copy is much more 
immediate and allows more random 
searching. And of course that is often 
when you find the most interesting in-
formation.   
AA 

JOURNALS 

(Very few at this time of year) 

Midland History Vol 47  no 3 

Death, Grief and the Victorian GP: A 
Case Study of Edward Wrench of Baslow, 
Derbyshire, 1862 - 1898. 

FINALLY 

Just a reminder that the Library will 
be open an hour before the AGM on 
the 20th May.  

Look forward to seeing you on any 
opening day 

The Library Team  

BOOKING FORM 

Please tear off this slip and complete the booking 
form overleaf, or book online via Eventbrite. An 
acknowledgement and location map will be sent 

when your booking is accepted.  

 

Special dietary requirements  
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Any other queries  
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͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙ 

͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙ 

͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙ 

Anyone wishing to display material for sale other 
than on behalf of an EMIAC affiliated society or 

supporting organisation will be expected to make a 
contribution to conference expenses. 

EAST MIDLANDS INDUSTRAL 
ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE 

The East Midlands Industrial Archaeology 
Conference is open to anyone with an interest in the 
subject. Our first Industrial Heritage Day was held in 
1970 with the idea of enabling those interested to 
meet in different locations and learn about the 
variety of the industrial heritage of the region. 
There is no formal organisation, the participating 
societies taking it in turn to organise the event. 

Derbyshire Archaeological Society 

East Midlands Group of the  
Railway and Canal Historical Society 

Leicestershire Industrial History Society 

Society for Lincolnshire History and Archaeology 

Northamptonshire Industrial Archaeology Group 

DERBYSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY SECTION 

The host society was founded in 1878 and remains 
the principal voluntary body within the County for 
the study of its history and archaeology, from the 
prehistoric period to the recent past.  

DAS members receive an annual journal, a local 
history magazine and a newsletter, participate in a 
varied programme of lectures and visits, and have 
access to an extensive library of books and journals. 

 

www.derbyshireas.org.uk 

DERBYSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE DAY 

EMIAC 99 

 

SUDBURY 
GASWORKS 

rescued and restored 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday 17 June 2023 
The Old Gasworks 
School Lane 
Sudbury 
Derbyshire 
DE6 5HZ

 

 

 


