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June 29

DIARY OF MEETINGS

Members will meet outside the Church at Eyam at 2,30 pm.

Saturday Will those intending to be present please advise the
Section Secretary by return.

The party will be led

by Mr,Clarence Daniel,

September A tour of the old cotton mills in the lNorth West of the

7th -

County will be led by Mr.Owen Ashmore.

Members will

Saturday meet at Bakewell and from there proceced by hired bus to
Notice of intention to join the party should
reach the Section Secretary by the end of July when full details

places of interest.

will be given.
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SECTION NEWS

Mbetings

In March, Mr.C R.Micklewright once more put at our disposal
the Library Lecture Room in Chesterrield and Miss Nellie Kirkham
came to talk on her experiences when investigating lead mines and
soughs in the County. In spite of the difficulties caused by
petrol rationing an audience of over forty, which included several
pot holers, heard a most entertaining account of Miss Kirkham's
methods, The talk was followed by a long and useful discussion,

Members interested in Enclosures met on April 13th at the
County Offices in Derby, when Mr.J.M.Bestall demonstrated the use
of county records in studying local history. Mr,vild of the County
Records Department »ut on show those documents which members had
specially requested and he stated that he would be :sleased to help
wherever possible. Members who wish to see records should apply,
preferably by post, and giving several days notice, to The County
Records Clerk, County Offices, St.Mary's Gate, Derby.

The succession of Statutes introduced after the Restoration
caused the Clerks of the Peace to keep large numbers of documents,
e.g.Hearth Tax Rolls from 1662, Sacrament Certificates under the Test
Act 1673, registers of Dissenting Congregations under the Toleration
Act 1688, lists of free-holders qualified to serve on juries from
1696, and so forth. Documents accumulated by families and those
connected with private cstates are also ':ept in the Records
Department and all these are of immense value to the local
historian as sources cf information,

In May, a number of those interested in Enclosures met at
Taddington and led by Mr.J.M Bestall studied the district from there
to Chelmorton, An account of this enjoyable expedition will be
given in the September bulletin.

On Saturday June 29th there will be z meeting of the Section
at Eyam under the guidance cof Mr,Clarence Daniel, There are prehistoric
remains on the moors some distance from Eyam and Ifr.Daniel will show
flints, etc., discovered there., A visit will be paid to the Glebe
mine and a village shoe factory and specimens of silk woven in Eyam
can be seen as well as many other points of interest in the village.
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Mrs,Hall of the Miners Arms Hotel will provide tea at 3/- each. This
inn was the one at which the Rev,Joseph Hunt, a former Rector of Eyam,
became involved in a mock marriage with disastrous results.

The tour of early cotton mills in the north west of the County,
led by Mr.Owen Ashmore, has been delayed on account of the petrol
shortage, but will now take place on Saturday September 7th.. Members
will meet at Buxton and from there proceed by motor coach or a convoy
of private cars, depending upon the numbers involved.

For both this and the Eyam meeting notice of intention to join
the party should be sent to the Section Secretary at least two weeks
before the date. Detailed particulars of final arrangements will then
be sent,

Benefactors - Through the generosity of a member wishing to remain
anonymous, who has donated £5, and of Mr.G.R.B.Uard who has sent us
the gift of £1, the duplicator on which we have set such high hopes
can now be paid for, On behall of the Section we send our most
sincere and grateful thanks to these two friends,

Those who have enjoyed reading the numbers of Amateur Historian
given to the Section by Miss D,Barrington will have seen with regret the
announcement in the Spring issue that publication may not be possible
after the summer,

The Burdett Map - At last we have received from the printers the
reproduction prints of the map. The work, though so delayed, has

been very well Cone, Wherever possible copies have already been
delivered and on the inside back cover of this bulletin is a list of
addresses from which copies can be collected, This method has been
adopted to prevent damage in transit, Please pay promptly on receipt -
the price is 6/- each set.

Supplements -~ There has been an unavoidable delay in the printing of
the "Elizabethan Survey of Chesterfield" but it will be circulated as
soon as it comes {o hand.

This year is the centenary of the death of Richard Furness,
the Derbyshire Schoolmaster poet. Although he lived for many years
in Dore where Glover has recorded him as "Schoolmaster and Parish Clerk"
he was born in Eyam, and this year a well will be dressed there in his
memory.  Mr,Clarence Daniel has written an appreciation of Furness
and this is now Supolement No,1, Copies may be obtained from the
Section Secretary.

Tater in the year we are hoping to publish some of the valuable
work done by IMr.R.Thornhill of Great Longstonc on local Constables'
Accounts.

Original Documents - Mr.R.Johnson has loaned to the Section some of
his collection of documents and these can be seen at the Chapel Room
by arrangement with the Section Secretary.
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They are:-

El% A Survey of the Estates near Derby taken by Vernon c.1730.

2) "An Act for Dividing and Enclosing a certzin Common called

Eulland Ward otherwise Holliin Ward in the County of Dﬂryv 771",

(3) A document mentioning many Fields and Eazlewood Hall :
dravm u? belwsen Edward Lewe of Hazlcwood ond Sir ungQHIEl
Curzon in 174,

2 A document cgﬂcerning the Oc;b;ooke OnentTields 1747.
Counterpart of Mor b:aqe of ILends in Fazlswood 1770,

) Dozumens 004.,rn4hg len SRR

) Abstract of Act i 1C1“5¢R§ thc Gomaone efe. in the Manor of
'\-Ta.‘&l_ﬁ?-l" :(’:'f‘u..

Cheese - The article by Mr,R,A.H.0'Neal hes been based on a report in the
oultural Review vhich cams uuf towards the end of the last century.

mileufones - Me.lamslow would be very glad to receive help, to enable him
1is survey of milestones ia De2rbyshire, If interested please
»ther parziculars to 1, Iconsdale Flace, Derby. (See NQ. 31).

Street Mames - Members could do a great service to Local History if they
would uge their influcnce vhereover sossible to preserve the names of
fields that arc being built ever, Tor example, a new road in Quarndon
has been nomed Asherlfield Avernve (the old field name of the site). Some
time ago the Breadsall Parish Ccuncll agozed that a new estate of
bungalows being built near Brockfields Fo:m Breadsall should be named
Brockficlds Drive. In thic way the mermcry of the old ficldScan be
Prescrved even after they have dlﬁ““““?" Do
%1n§llv it is hoped that mextzrs +ill note with approval the
better reproduction which we have gﬂA,.whured to achieve with this number!

THE CHESTER®IELD MEETING
Miss Neilie lines & Soughs

11 L
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In her talk Miss Kirkham concentrated not on the lead mines
themselves but on her own aporoach to the werk she had Gone on them,
and she give a detailed description of the me; ods ol nvﬂn Ln 1ﬂ ;,1ng
"lost" mincs and drainage systems which hod been nam~d i ;

cr on cld maps Trying to Giscover some sough (thas
LG COVEr SO [ £hs
Trom a dblbyghlre mine) a 1% mep would he gtudied %o
!
.

of the situution, then a 6" or even a 25" mop in en
RACT gpot,
‘he next step was to visit the places armed Jith maps, notes, note-
bOOVS for further notes, a torechn, a stepl measurd pe, a hm“ nes 4
irkham's ¢ ore ned be on e ;i
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0ld mine plans, old manuscripts and court cases zbout mine claims held a
great store of information and much could be gleaned from gossip with
local peonle, "Miss Kirkham had encountered a natural prejudice towards

. female investigator and this had to be overcome in order to elicit help.,
Farmers werc especially suspicious of a woman equipped with maps and papers
end suggesting the "Min, of Ag."! But once suspicions were allayed much
helpful information was forthcoming, It was essential to know the lead-
mining words used lccally.

Women had becn connected with the lead mines for centuries, They
usually worked cbove groura carrying the whiskets or baskets from one place
to another, crushing the stones, sorting and deing other jobs at the
surfacc, There were also records of payments to women for mining under-
ground.,

In one account in 1764, of the 15 workers referred to, 3 were women

cerning from 2/6d to 4/~ veekly while the men earned up to 6/- In 1630
in Wirksworth women and boys were esrning from 1/8 - 3/6 weekly.

At the Magpie mine the sough was still open with water running from
it It opened out at the iAshford fish farm, the woter in the sough being
clear with trout swimming in it and the stones on the bed clearly visible,
This sough was driven in the 1880's and was very different {rom the ecarlier
ones, some of whlch were very narrow and coffin shaped in section to
accommodate the body of the worker and today covered deep in mud.

There were certainly lead mines in this ares 'in Roman times when the
news of lead might have attractced the legions to the Peak. But so far
there had been no proof of lead being worked before this period or of the
Phoenician treders having penetrated to Derbyshire in search of it,although
stone hommers similer to those found in barrows have been discovered in
the mines,

There was in the old days a thecry that the lead actually zrew and so
rencwed itself in the vein and this accounted for the Church titles on lead
as claimed on all growing things,

The miners moved from one district to another and there were records
of Derbyshire men in Deveon mines in the 13th century and Derbyshire miners
being impressed to go to Cornwall,

The Ducry of Lancaster Rscords a valuable source of information that
had never been thoroughly searched, provided rewarding material,

Miss Kirkham had created an elaborate but conplbtaly efficient
filing system snd had her own "bush telegraph” system also. She had become
so interested in the subject that it now claimed all her spare time,

Maps, photographs and mineral specimens were produced for
examination af'ter the talk,

RIDGEVAY LEVEL, WHATSTANDWELL, by Nellie Kirkham

In Mr,0'Neal's intcresting article on "Some Notes on the Hlsbory of
Whotstondwell” mention is made of lieerbrook Sough on the west side of the
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river, and also of the saw-mill a little distance above the bridge on the
east side, and here there was a lead mine sough called Ridgeway Level (or
Wekebridge Level or Whatstandwell Level). The outlet is now only a

flow from a »ipe, and there is no longer a true sough entrence. In a
short distance therc is a shaft onto the sough, and the joinery works

used to drive a turbine from this shaft to work the saw-mill, and also

for their electric lights. TFarlier than this, the water from the sough
was used to turn a water-wheel to work the sawmill, Barlier still, before
this works was built, the savmill was at the house about a hundred feet
higher up the hillside, and then there was a wheel worked by the surface
stream which flows past hers, but there was a fire, and the sawmill was
moved down to the present site, I was wold that the water still flows
warm sometimes, snd that it changes from warm to tepid in the space of a
few hours, It is a clear flow with no ochre deposit, and has been
analysed and contains 67% of lead, The warm water comes from Crich Cliff
mines, and formerly has been described as of the "warmth of new milk". The
water coming dovm from Welkebridge Mine is cold, but the Crich Cliff mines
are said to have been unusnally warm to work in,

In mine ledgers of the 1850's and 1860's it is called Ridgeway
Sough, and this name has been accepted by the Geological Memoirs, but
Farey calls it Wakebridge Level or Sough, and states that "it is now
driving", that it had then gone threc-quarters of a mile, and that it
was being made to drain Crich Cliff Mines. By the 1880's it was nearly
a mile in length, and is called Wakebridge Level, locally it is also known
as Whatstandwell Level,

It is not possible to trace the line of the sough under the old
quarries, but a number of the shaft-mownds cazn be seen in the brook-valley
of Oxhay Wood, The sough went to Gingler Shaft, vhich can be seen on the
west side of the Holloway to Crich Rcal, 1100' east of south from
Wakebridge Parm 43/540,553), Here the sough divides, one branch going
under the mines of Crich CLliff, and the other going northwards to Wakebridge
Mine (45/339.557).

I was told that the sough is L' 6" high, It was what is called a
"standing level" i.e. the watcr being kept ai a certain depth, in this
case of 15" at least, as the boats used on it required 14" of water. Inside
the sough there were slotted stones on either side snd timber was put
across to raise the water. There was an underground pumping engine at
Gingler Shaft at one time and coal was carried to it by the boats.

By 1846 Ridgeway Level was draining Crich Cliff Mines, also Wakebridge
Mine, and at the latter a stsam engine of 50 h,p., lifted the water to the
scugh, and also worked an ore-crusher, Wass & Co,, who worked Mill Close
line lest century, also weorked this mine, A Wakebridge Mins ledger of
mid 19th century reveals many items of interes’:. Some of the mine
buildings were thatched, as wns common, In 1856 the engine house was
being built of stone, and by the next year it was ready for the engine,
and Jamss Floe, the agent for the mine, journeyed to Hull to select pitch-
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pine anc memecl (%c'o pine exported from Memel, a port of Prussiz) baulks

for the beams of the onpg , the pum rods e’rﬂ He was paid £55 a year,
and. £10 was spent on 2 FGesis for lin, The savwing of the wooten pump-
rods cost £13. 1Miners were paid 2/6 & day, or for a shift of § hours,
boys earned 1/6 a day. As was usual on a big mine, men of various trades

were employed, the carpenter had 3/6 a day, and by the end of 1857 he was
wold L./- o day, Another mon did the ‘plumering' and a blacksmith did a
good deal of work, for nothing could be dbought, even screws and nails were
hond-made, A riddle cost 2/6, end o signol bell ond galvenised wire cost
£2, There were ale ond refreshments to the men starting the engine. The
two enginemen were cach pnid L/- o day, and they worked a six-doy week,
Payments for ale to the men oceur fairly fregquently as is common in lead
nine accounts, ond ale cnd bread ond cheese for them hove entries for as

tuech os £3 - 16 = 08 & time. "Refreshnments” occur in most of the sets of
entries, and there are a aurrbcr for the miners' holiday. In 1852 o

lightning condugtor wos fixed for £7 -~ 12 -~ 04,

The 3tending Level (u*,u sough) hed work done on it from 1858-60,
and, ot that time, chout sixteen men were employed, not counting the black-
smith and enginemen, or cngine-tentoers.

In .J.u6J. ubc.ru ras on zecident in the mine, for Cantrell cad Webb (Note 1)
attended Frederick Punting ond amputated his arm for £10 0 0. The entry
for a in for Bunting gives a tragic end to this The same year £10
was pald for o cow which fell down a shaft,

Eventuslly the pumping engine was moved to Mill Closc I
wes £tlll in use this cantury as one of the suxilisry engines,
named YAlice™ by the mincra,

The house on the other side of “he brook opposite the Wakebridge
engine house used to be "The Hack Inn”, its liconce szecming in the 1880's,

I was sent to seo Me,R.Marsha ;11. whio was boim in L nd worked at
Wolebridge ifine thn he wae sixbecn, for about eighteen : He worked
o8 the boy to U0 men at the ore~dressing flocr in 1890
a weel,

ine, where it
2510 Was

In the 1890°s the old methods f’O“ c"'rc’r:,,tir-;; the ore
use, ond Me,Morshall gave me
cramm wp in the kibbles to tho svm’?ace, 1T
he des "‘“ibt‘.‘('-_ o8 ":rough chatter" (over moat of the mining
called "bowsa" hut taat word does not secm to be used hore
the p‘l cking teble, which was a raised shect of jro‘-l and
of it was the fat, or vat, 2nd under this end of the tzb
vhiskets (baskets), numb grrd l, 2 end 3, into wh:.cn 'Lhc best ore was thrown,
according to fineness. The deads (stony mattor without ore) were thrown

into a wheelbarrow, under enother corner of the t‘..b to be vheeled away
onto the hillocls, On the oicking table ther did t"n. scrting with a
I‘ight—‘trgled iron implement about as long os o small teble mife, They

algo riddled the ore, and weshed it in a square pen (this is called a
gtanding —buo.dle) w‘ltq water running in at one end. Three men and a boy
usualiy worked on the dressing floor, while twelve miners worked mder-
ground, at ons time there rere _.,o:l:’r.y~t1-ro miners. n earlier times, buckers
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® ore wag smoothed
e onh 5 60 lbs,
J on & scale,
weuld be

end :L*c ]":;(“ to go oon
I"l the Jk,r wrEhioe A wre 1o Tl

E ihe goclogist
ent aleng what

Level

Rk ¥ hi ,,hs v level than Ridgeway
in g Jorl distance olong Long Gate, but it was

a hav“l 250" beloy, where it went to

A th_,J. up to the sough.

Lr‘vvl IJOI"‘C
turned down on 3
the foot of the paroing shef-

¥nte 1 They were surgeons in parinership in Coldwell Strect, Wirksworth.

2 The vat was neariy filled with water, ond the '*s:?}'c-d ore and spar

was put cn o ;vf:.rla!l-t, o% one end of a pole,  The other end rested on

thae man's or bey's choulder, nnd was jlqg_e_,u up ond down (in ""*“bb of north

Dorbyshire this is also colled botcaing or hutch‘l,ng), The lighter substonces,

as they rose to the top, weie skimned off with o 'Limp' mode of tin or iren ),
With thonks for ;n ormation to Messrs.W,Barber, J.Gibtons, R.Marshadidi,

C.VWoterfall end A,Watkins, id to Mr.V.Stevensen for lesin i

u cdger. Thanks are also due to the lote i, H.V.Taylor.

r,Taylor's portner ot the Joinery Works stotes tihat the

~

Tk who wag
is now closed,

Mr.C,Hargresves, the -
Ilkeston Iibrery connot cloim
continually end includes o sct of > ElJeeton
vary onorious to collect moterial off sny kind dec
Places within o three mile rodius of 1%, Gifts of
cbjocts of interest to 2Gd to the small museum nucleus are always welcomss
and Ir.Hergreaves would also be glad to hear of local books or other
items of interest aveilsble for purchase by the Library.

grophs o



w 76 =

GASHING C(RE IN LONGSTONE
by Rosort Thornhill

It has been suggestced from time to time that lead ore was brought to
the village of CGreat Tongzztone for jus:n:.f and vwhilst it is quite possible
that this mey have becen the casc, 1t is ble to consider what cvideance
is avaiieble in support of the theory,

ihe story may have been o:,r_aaocl down from the mincrs of old as many
desecendents live in the village but firet i3 moy be test to consider the
wey in wvhich orc was woshed,

Bome interesting notes on lead minin
"Sketeh of a Tour into Derbyshirce ord
which publiched in 1783. On Dege - S

"The lcad ove, when brought cut of she :ninc, is broken with heavy
hamners calicd a knock- na 3 -f:‘w,c:' :".1.‘.”'; into o wooden
sicve, ngel in o large ::-.15-. ieaves the lighter
rubbish; which is slkinm

axc Pl\'(.fl by Bray in his
e’ the mecond edition of

.rs‘-l

L5
-2
s throsn out at o 1".

T the wll,ond .-'.‘nrnr'(,
tolen to L‘nc buddle, where it is rinScd agnln by .Ll current of wot

the lead fw‘lll_._, to the botbon, ot is corricd down by the current is
woshed onee “uJ ; dn the seme woauecr, and the d:mo“u here, widich is clmos

o T e A o - ey bk |
a8 Tine zp flour **, is

1led Delland. The beating and first riansing is
ninc hours in tnr c ey nd e sbout sc CN-PCNCC,
t ghil
cridence s -

vooscd to have token place in a small field of about
lires ot the lower end of the village, The ficld is
Oxdnence mep nud ?50.182,» in the Inclosurc Aword of 1824

ellotnint Bdword Duxcton,

(2}  The land is spcken of as being "bellnnd®

Tor ey lenzth of are likely %o ¢4 :

The sacnce of lend con only

Sl ~rest leod woridngs or s Y z LWE

(3) 14 story iz +oid of water b ¢ holdien to the mincg for ore washing and
- : Tranls

of the donkey boy conslidering
with pannicra were uscd ond ro Aot
the two village puw It is pro
used vo bring fincly crushed material 4o the
would he 'v“hc neorest runing

(L)  The su ncstcd'"“"ﬂ ;
of ony nc.:pa of

AL .;....hfa..

te is on level ore no sig;ns

vinlikely that

gite, which
fine _-.1:;'tt;:'_':_f;}_ wiich hed to
iluor grevel, also lead ore,
nay hove beern sprecd on the
ortcd that soil wos after-

be dealt with
have been found
ground nccxr to the wos

oL P e SNE
waros Spiteas ovelr 1%,
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(5) TFor scme years the surroandi rea har heen very wen f‘“c. to o drein
wihich rung wdernenth heoving boot Tlouled e drais was thie orig

villege sewer bus since o now SCwWe r:-.gc
Aroin has been vsed soin

COMGGTT LN

wes complots some 25 y‘
: s jrietc] W‘:ao-,.

fields
bods.

and YO
waler would

mun into tl
=N i1 A

\?; Until
Vdx i

S G e

J_
OpeI dJ.'c,n. Tomrinaer o 'um'l'i: in vhree sections of
cpproximately G, f:»l.} :r.-rl 9 y.“:-:":'s in length, The tvrro 20 yard lengths
are Luilt to fora ring about 44" x 45" "Ll stonc covers but
the 60 yerd leng:h i:-.: 'C-ht cuntre i of —morticular interest in view of what
e found vien it wos opengd w -.:mg, in 1956,
It wes at this time that the stcovm"y woas nade resording the three
ceviongs «nd that the centre one hed becn built with sloping sides, that
it was about 24" wide at the top and 18% at the botton., The depth was
roughly 18" ond very largc cover siones had been Fitted. 23 o drain there
is no reoson vhy this scetion shovid be eny different from the others but
'.:'-:z:shi:'xg; ple.cc th ¢ co astruction oonerrs to be admircsiBle,
i i ag 1% Wos mfortunately not
ien duri “é_ the tims when the
1mo acidon obteined wor sufiicient,
ngoore in thoe villoge ond

DLE clthough it is not on

—— R —

Y TRLD T DEIBYSHTLE

e it s Bl ol o B s

g been well-lmown and ~epuldar in its
native county, Lt usc d o "..:; the objeet cf a spociel cercmony watil ot
least the middle of the lest century. In the deys when chocse was made
"‘c.rfularly in most Derbyshire Tarmhouscs :Lt ws thu cu tam to ‘fwvo the best
Ch.(,‘..ﬁ’-b =dn fnr' the alkes cheouoe
sensidered to be (o aluost
a5 woell,

Phe coremony of
zad thozse vho cowld not

=11:,- aivolr were not

cipeeted to be pr ‘scm. It wea the eul ibn, coreful sttention
which had beoen 1 1w gacest by of the house for o
yeer or more,  Yhe u‘_:l.fy-um.u, usually the ;r,.r-_;lc-.r':; 1;"_-'_‘:0, turned ond wiped

""r
the cheesc ot intervels and protecicd it like o child froa draughts ond cold
edr,  For the first scverecl months, perhaons cven foxr the whole time, the
cheese woe wrapped round with a pend of stout colico which yeas tu 1.:.1 over
for zbout helf on inch at tho cdges. The wcovered ¢nds trine "{ . pale




bluc~green as tho :-101’-“-6.
protceted by L‘"c, wre

] e colour, -
suve puide for experts as o the fit-

the colouring of : ¢
ness of the choeoe, o e there wne frecvently o patch
free of mould in
A% Hag Deast, se wos earsied in atote and wloccd in the
o *

middle of the tebic . sre of atlraction and the subiect
of' evom canrversotion, The sle: Sapilyr vmald e present at the
meal os ag friondsg ond relaotions znd it was the privilege of the
naster of the house to cut the rine checse, A large knilec was UJ'i""v*‘
uged Lo the cubting in order to prescrve the characteristic flaky grain
wirich & vwirze would bave obscurad, The. forasy vsun 1-. ‘1;;2; ouT ONG
quarter first, valeh waszsemnled it was alweys
the couse of grest vide feor the oncunced good
having a 2ild scent and smooth

The fivet ned in o charter gronted by
Robexrt FPerrcrs, (V6 CoL tain lend ot Heoge,

beld from The ; riving wolvecs out of the
Lordphip of T_J(-‘;l‘m;-‘-.“, im is mentioned in . *'-':,yra’s “Derbyshire Charters™;
nlthougsin some outhord
The firat sootl
TJ‘T&G.C].C\. s “hich
nonewiere betweon
umal ¢y Brool, 1
wihich L

h*

the vicinity of Belper was probably a
a in Donwséey Zool:, and vhich s
,-L_!_ *nﬂ Thitenoor. The nsnme r.-y persists in
south=-enat of the town, nd Wdley Lauad,

nes in Dufficld parigl

Y

The on which niaced is in
the yeo: Loss is prohehle that onc of the
de Perrores cld clnach of ohn dn thie I nd that this

gc Ferrors

an Baxl of Lonecoster 1%
ocstates became Crovm wroperty,

I 1272 there wore throe poxicy in
orl ey -

Little Delper Park, rad B

gted for its

ks, ond

wind no

e
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4 COACTIUN'S EPENSS BOOK 1817 - 1820
By, B.fiovhurst,

A large and inposing legal documcent can mekce very monotonous reading,
whercas o great deol of uscful information can be glc’med from apparently
simnle, ch,"""‘y rceords, This conchman's book which is amongst the

reecuntly calendorcd documents 2ot Tissington Hall, is an exam»le, It is
e ozdinary notchook, with JoLt brove leather Dacks, ruled pabos, with
cask ur.:lr-*‘ﬂ.r.:.; saterleaved with lotting paper. The cost of the bock is

the first ety da :i_'t, 1794, on 'LZ-'. Zth Zeptember 1617,

“homns leyaolds is the coeclmor, @nd he makes small payments himself,
and is re-~Inburscd 4 the end of ecoch month, or somctimes after two aonths.
He ii:.f;lUf..::. his ovm bosrd znd wages at the rete of 10/~ per week, His
jobuis no sinceurc, for, as it is his custom to py the turnpilke dues, he
Guocns thom dadiy and Ghe bool tius gives a reenrd of his jouwrmncys,
tlhirgming rn vegwing liznt on his master's travels,

Lhan asvay frova hohe L""} poys 1/6 to 2/0 ior his dinner or sunper,
and he aye € sbermaid, and the "horsler" varying sums

Ly =

2]

acooraing der one night the weliter and chambermaid
'-_,’.'..l]_ nrve 1 Then there is the horses!
Theiting® & 13/6d%. Greasing occurs fairly

5 8 qac,‘-"m ns "3 horscs shoeing 7/6C." Not
Diuret 39'113, 2/-, :nd Chordial Dalls, 2/=".

v t-;:-.._..on of‘ ncotafoot 6il ot 6/ ~s
3 ct, yoar 1818,

w0 Lopton Nov,17 Turnpks

Nov. 7 (&) Crroviord & 10 ao
& do 2 horses hay and corm 2,
9 do Barrow Hill 1, Horsler

16 To ‘ishbourne 19 Tuzes
2 horscs hay and com 2. 1 dozen of sveble brooms3.
Horslcer Blacking
izpcnces 20 Turmpks

L] -
~N =220 OO0 MOy —

iter and sulpher
11 Turnpks to Ashbourne
2 horses hay and corn
Torsgicr
12 Tuimpks
13 Toll Bars to Colledge
14 To .shborne
5} do
16 Turnmks to Swamcreell
3 horse hay and corn and
atraw 9.9

Horsler
21 Turipss
23 Twregks
25 do 4 Colledge
26 do to Ashborne
27 40
30 do tc Colledge

ro

—
e’
Fro-- Ot OV WO OO

-
-

And so on: "Sumercell' is visited fairly regularly, ond so is
Borrvow Hill., Willersicy oceours, nnd Hopton, Therc are trips further
oicld, e Derby, liottingham, Shelficld ond Torksop, Harrogatc and York,

On o rey froa lLenaon in July 1818 the horses have corn ot

wlstree, and St.41bans on the 8th, at Newsort Pagnell on the §ch, on the
10th at '"Highgate Inn" and Villford, Ledcester ond Loughborouzh, i g ht
L. )

ox Iedcester _.f/-. Night at Derby on the 11th cnd alen shincing at Dexrly

/. vorn at fLshborne also entered on the 11th.
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NOTES AMND QUEFIL.:

Information regarding any ol

Secretary who will also be glzd ‘i'.(_,-
istoxy,

NG. 3 (;;?EL.NQ.B%! Thomas 'f1 ore 476 ~ 4318 - To*'}rwrﬂﬁ e:*, born at

=ar School,

R TR A -
13

L Liordshire,
iewell, lisnton,
date for

(=

r Stamford., u.
ey vl udn. -cd Drakard's Stamf

b o e ews for shert time. Died London,
1818, onG buried in Feddington c.hu*ch Epitaph in the church: Sacred to

the werory of Thonas Dlore, Centlemen, of the Honourable Society of the
kiddle Temple and mewber of the Intiguerien Society, whose days viere
embittered end whose lhe WS snor'wmod by intense application, He died
November 10th, 1818, aged 53 vcars. (See: Dictionary of Nationel '
Diography, Vol,5 and The Reliquery, Vol.3, 1862, p.i-13: Thomas Blore, the
topographer: a chapter in biography, by Ilcwellyn Jewitt.) R,A.H., C'Neal.

?‘5 (re.J. NQ,33) - Thomas ponson,_ Loy 156k = 1641 - Master of the
crmoury ot the Tower. L Eatriculated 9th Dcr'-c‘*“{ocr 1579, aged 19, from
l'ia;_.f;dt':l&l‘:. Colleze, Oxford, Left O o“d without a degree Sreated MLA.

1 he accompani
s estates 1543
S

vipght, 1588,
th October,

30th fugust, 1605, whe
Sucececded to his Tatlc
1597 as member fox
OL., Cricklaie 161).,
to Aroc of DEraT » e oer of 5
Maguer of the aowcury al the

Aprointed Leooen

to Drmr d

W ( u:! DI‘k

P
ik I;-t" 2

! it e c with his
1t his old lg_u in revirencat cod apused hiaself
writing o book, Dicd at South Carlton in Hay, 1641, zged 77. Buried in
South Caxlton church on Ilay 29th, 1641, (uu.mmaxy of thc account in the
Dictionary of National Riogrsphy, Vol.38,) R.AH,O'Neal,

P "-. 4 S ey
BO S IO 0,

__\I.Q j6 :2ber 1311 at Westhouses - Answering lir, liunsloW's plea for
information about . ater I;ulo, I Imow of a mill in my old village of
Vesthouscs which lics ncar Alfreton in the parish of Plackwell.




3] =

The mill was at approximately L414957¢ or .’+ on Sheet 112 of the 6th and 7th
cditions of the 0,5, 1" map. Actuelly it lies in the parish of Shirland
and 811 that remains is the old mill leet, much of which is either filled
in or under culverts. There was en old stone bridge and some masonry by
the lect N of the road. Some of the old field tracks round the mill were
once of o higher stouus I believe. Gordon Tarwick,

Nﬂu)] ‘ch,l 110 31) - f:a‘te Stoon, Monyash - The gete stoop referred to by
hr, Iishncr froa the b ey 95 ssue of hotts & Derbys ilotes and Cueries®
was in situ o or three yeors ago, when I saw it: and I have little
doubt that it is still therc, I ig of course a gvjﬁu stone, ond is
mentiorcd by ..xr. R.V.F.Cockerton in "Derbyshire Coustryside® for January
1944, where he states that it is mede of limcstoncy a20:d no doubt the
cxpression "Derbyshire morble’ mesns no more thun thet, Guidestones in
this meteriel are rare, but there is at least oicother in the com’cy and
posaibly more, The lionyash cxomnle :l.s, so far as 1 hove been oble to
ascertein, the only one in Dcrbvs“l_rr vhich bears the name ‘Cheadle”

The lc,u'cc,r:r.rﬂg) is somewhat defacced but the inscriptiors undouvbtedly 'm.-rc:—

BV T ON DARBY BAKE
 BE TEIL
04D

pome years azo I commenced a survey of the sncient milestones of the

county, based on the articles by the late T.l.7udor in the "Journesls" for
1936/7. llony now exsmples have been located, and much additional
i;lf{m'ﬁ:_tj.on obtoined chout souz of thoze aontioned by T 'uu , but the survey

is o8 yet incompleote. The rcason ig purcly zZeog Zea 4, Thc aren gtill
remaining wnsurveyet. is the N, »ort of the county lying beyond Buxton,
which is not cesy o deal with setisfactorily from o ceatre as far away as
Derby,

I have in the past avproached several peovle in the area, who have
readily agreed to heln, but wnfertunately thoy have all been uncble to
fulfil their prouiscs arnd s0 no progrsss has "e:(.n. oG,

I would be nst grateful if some amcmber of the Section couvld find
time to assist rce, cnd so canble the survey to be completed, It would be
necessary to locotc nnd v:‘_sit the m: JLW_AN, end tezs o description of
them: but os there ave not likely to bz more then ten or a dozen items
the time rceuiced to o 'nl"s x-.rould rot bhe cxoessii I already have
certein clu.e deh T con pass on to enyone wWio is 1 ;’llv wean +o help.

2o runslow

NQ.38 (ref.No,31) - lilestone at Monyash - I wonder if the following is
the one to which the cucry refers, as it is o gabe-cheek. 0.8, map 6"
to 1 mile, Derbyshire (XVIIT N,7. 43/157.656. it is a gate~cheek on the
L, side of Derby lene (from Long Rake to Monyash) just where the lene
takes o N,%W. ongle, I saw it in 1948, and my notcs merely give the
lettering., DAPBY 9 (on E, side) DVETON (on W, side) BAXKEWELD. (N. side)




HE DEL (on S, side). I have no note as to which kind of stone, but I
gugreat that "8l2b of Derbyshire mrﬁslr“ mecrely mcans that it is of
cncrinoid limestone, (PJ«» all these years I cannot remember whet it
looked likc,) It is mot a great ﬂi'T*’u_ from Monyash Quarry from which
this linmestone wos obtained, and ooilsd Ygrey marblet, It was much used
for ovemeantles Yo fireplaccs, L for thu whole surround of fire-

places. ellie Xirkham,

NG 39 (rer NO.?G) - Con ¢ nyﬁjr coomly any information about coaches in
Der o ) ek i nccches, times, routes and fares are

vonile are held for services after 1820 but

t.-lA— YIEaL GG ( J'.;:.‘-\::L}" GO A Live
any J,hurmawion on farcs would o Tclcone, R.AH,O'Neal,

il gstone in the lite 18th century - During the latter
vart of the 16th century cheesg, uOOl, pots, shoes, end other goods werc
brought froa Longnor and ncar-by placcs in Etafforashlrw to Louggtonc which
is ncar Bakewell in Derbyshire and which would be quite a difificult journey
particularly during winter months, Some consignments were from Hardings
Booth about 1% milcs west of Longnor others from Crowdycote nearly the seme
digtance east and just within the Derbyshirce boundary, and one from
"Cheadlcton®, This may refer to Cheddleton between Leek and Longton as it
concerns a crate of pots., The guestion naturally arises regerding why
goods should have been brought from Longnor, wes it on one of the stage
woagon routcs and wos it a distributing ceatrc at that time?

During the period chert wos being suvpplied from Longstone to the
Potteries ¢nd possibly the goods were picked up on the return journcys and
later it mey be possiblc to compare the detes of chert deliveries with
thosc of goods being collccted The large consignments of cheese ~ in some
instances & ton or morc ~ con bc accounted for by the foet that there were
cheesc factors in Longstone evidently in o fair woy of business,

FPasscinger and goods tr%nswort in Derbyshire hes been dealt with by
Er, H,8.Twells in "Mr, Drewry & the Derby Tagons" D,i,J. 1942 and
"Derby's Flying liachines & Barlicst Cooches" D,A.J.1943, Robert Thornhill,

N9,40 - Longnor to Lon

NO.u1_ = C

on Mill at Bakewell - The fcllowing early references might be
added o o 3

Lammorels Ligt ) Barlicst reference in "Sketch of a Tour into

iQ

e
§ict

% a ¢t

Dextrrarive & Yorkshire®™ Ly \a. Buny. Iirst Edition 1778 with preface dated
Kowesthor 1777 On p75 is a :ﬂf:r‘nﬂw to the Bekewell 1ill being built,

The seoond cdition 1703 refers 4o o third mill having been built at Bakewell,

seui ference appears on p1i8 wider Cromford mot under Bakewell, In D.A.d.

i 2160 Vhite Vatson records *he opening of the Cotton Mill in 1777.
Hobert Thornhill,

NO L2 = BEdwerd Gray Bagshawe - lay I draw the attention oif members to the
,”Obltuury of Mr, Edward Gray Bagshawe' and "Some Notcs of the Provenance of
the Bagshawe Family of Derbyshire and Sheffield" by J.B.!Himsworth which
appear in the Hunter Archzeological Society Transactions Autumn 1956 pp2?6
277. lir.Bagshawe was a personal friend of mine over many years and
contributed a considerable smount of informction in the interests of Derby-
shire., Many of his pagers were given to the Sheffield City Library by his
brother Major B,W.Bagshawe and a further batch of papers was later purbhased
by the Library. Iiony of the docunents rcfer to lead mining in and eround
the Eyom district, and when this important collection haos been catalogued

at Sheffield it would be useful if detadils of it could be given in the
Pulletin, Bawrin “ialker,
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RICHARD FURNESS-The Peakland Poet
Born at Eyam 1791. Died at Dore, 1857

By Clarence Daniel

"I, Richard Furness, schoolmaster, Dore,
Keep parish books and pay the poor;

Draw plans for buildings and indite
Letters for those who cannot write:

Make wills, and recommend a proctor;

Cure wounds, let blood with any doctor;
Draw teeth, sing psalms, the hautboy play
At chapel on each holy day;

Paint sign-boards, cart names at command,
Survey and plot estates of land;

Collect at Easter one in ten -~

And on the Sunday, say Amen !"

If you want a pot pourri of romance and religion, politics
and poetry, legend and literature, music and mathematics, humour and
humanitarianism, all concentrated in the life of one person; then I
would recommend you to read the biography and poetry of Richard
Furness. For both his life story and his literature are fragrant
with the summer scent of herbs and flowers which flourish in the
sheltered dales, and on the wild and wind swept moors of Derbyshire,

As your eyes travel over the pages of this fascinating
chronicle and its anthology of verse, your imagination will be lured
to :

"Where high Sir William lifts in clouds o'ercast,
His giant shoulders on the western blast --
Peers o'er a thousand dales, and looking out,
Views Win-hill, Mam, and distant Kinderscout".

Or else to

"Where Derwent pours in angry floods,

O'er huge misshapen blocks through hanging woods:
Where the blue hills in bold perspective rise,
And marble mountains colonnade the skies".

Some people write books for a living; others write books
that live, Richard Purness belonged to the latter class, Compared
with Anna Seward, the much lauded "Swan of Lichfield" who was a
native of the same village as Purness, he could scarcely be called
successful in the sphere of poetry.
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While printers and book-binders feverishly produced edition after
edition of Miss Seward's works, and rival publishers anxiously
solicited her patronage - an enviable and unusual experience for
most poets ~ the works of Richard Purness had to be published by
the method of subscription.

Yet the success of Miss Seward was purely contemporary; her
literature scarcely survived the generation which had so hysterically
greeted each new production. Even Sir Walter Scott, whom she
apoointed to cdit her posthumous works, described much of the
material through' which he was sifting as "absolutely execrable,"

But while the books of Miss Seward have been exiled to the obscurity
of reference library shelves, I would venture to claim that there are
more copies of the ruch rarer editions of Purness's poems treasured
in Peakland homes today.

Maybe I am guilty of prejudice, but I would say that if anyone
is worthy of the title "Poet Laureate of the Peak" it is Richard
Purness., And I would further be bold enough to contend that his
claims to literary reccognition are equal, if not superior, to those
of Miss Seward, or William Newton upon whom she conferred the dignity
of "Minstrel of the Peak" or the Rev.Peter Cunningham, the poetical
curate of her father,

Furness was an artist with words: an artist trained in the
delicate medium of water colour with its sensitive tones and gentle
hues, and yet equally skilled in using the deeper and more luminous
shades supplied by oils, or in producing the contrasting light and
shade of pencil or pen. Portraits, landscapes. architectural studies,
animated scenes or still life, all hang in the gallery of his collected
poems, Sometimes a fugitive sketch has been rescued from oblivion,
as, for example, the rhyme which introduces this article, It was
"doodled" in pencil on a survey being plotted by the ooet, and was
never intended for publication,

Poetry often mirrors the mood of the poet, and this was true
of Richard Furness.  There are times when painting becomes too mild
a metaphor to describe his poetry, for there were cccasions iwhen he
forged his words into angry weapons with which to wage war against
social injustice, religious intolerance, political tyranny, or
industrial oppression, The poverty and pain suffered by the
occupants of the poor-houses, and the long hours, low wages and
squalid conditions endured by the workers in mines and mills, not
only excited his sympathy but roused his fiery muse in a crusade
against these contemporary evils, Nor was it the acidly bitter
poetry of a political reactionary with a personal grievance against
society, but poetry inspired by honest conviction,
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No doubt his works would have proved much more successful
had he used the silken smooth words of the perfumed poetry which
was so popular in his day. But, instead of portraying pretty
pastoral scenes, he insisted upon drawing attention to the grim
scenes and harsh conditions existing in the "dark satenic mills"
of that period.

Yes, Richard Purness was a man who defended the defenceless
and championed every attempt to improve the conditions of the
poorer classes,

That was why, on a dull December day in 1857, a solemn
procession of scythc and saw-makers, colliers and farmers, cscorted
a horse-drawn hearse and mourning carriages for some distance from
the village of Dore. And that was why, on the same day, a company
of' lead-miners, silk~weavers, farmers and tradesmen walked slowly
and sadly out of Eyam to meet the same hearse and cerriages., Their
faces were grave; their conversation subdued, and their carefully
groomed clothes reflected the mood of mourning and melancholy. When
the cortege appeared in sight they stood silent and bare-headed as
an act of homage and respect, and then fell in behind the vehicles
to re-enter the village in a slow and solemn procession to the
Church,

After the funeral service, during which the choir sang the
anthem, "Vital Spark", the coffin was carried reverently from the
Church and laid in a grave beneath the lime tree where his first
wife and three young daughters lay buried. And there must have
been those among the congregation of mourners who recalled the
prophetic lines of his longest poem, "The Rag Bag", when he wrote :

"Near those tall elms, in that seguestered spot,
There all these rags in guietness shall rot

With their opoor bard, who never sang for fame,

(Since rags, and shrouds, and mortals are the same)",

One hundred years have passed since that cold December day,
but the thoughts and sentiments enshrined in thc poetry of Richard
Furness live on, And as a tribute to the memory of their village
bard, the members of Eyam Wells-dressing team plan to create a
floral tableau during their annual festival to mark the centenary
year of his death, They will forge his signature in flowers and
reproduce a picture of his birthplace in this rustic medium of
art, as a testimony to the respect, esteem and admiration which
still lingers in the village where he was born,
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The birthplace of the poet is a splendid example of that type
of rural architecture which so well illustrates the solid strength
and independence of the sturdy yeoman tradition to which it belongs.
So much so that one hesitates to try and paint its portrait in
print, for it is a house that carnot be easily described in the
cold, impersonal language of a guide book,

Neither too fussy nor too formal, the house has long since
outgrown its architectural adolescence and become so mellow and
mature as to mould itself into the village laendscape, Its stone
mullioned windows have leaded lights of diamond design, and are
protected by dripstones, Similar mouldings protect the well
preserved initials and date "R.F 1615", over the doorway. The two
gabled dormer windows are dignified with stone shields carved with
conventional heraldic devices, and the roof of stout local slate is
completely in character with the rest of the building.

Built at the beginning of the 17th century by a Furness of
yeoman stock, the house is still tenanted by a member of the family
who carries on the farming tradition,

I always think of this old house as a museum of memories. For
as it broods over its long life, it remembers a day when a company
of 17th century Quakers gathered within its walls, and were rudely
disturbed and roughly handled before being marched off to the House
of Correction at Derby where they suffered brutal and inhuman
treatment. It also recalls the time when 18th century Methodists
were heckled and abused at their first mectings held in its forecourt,
And later still it remembers many a Dickensian scene when horses were
harnessed to an omnibus for weekly trips to Sheffield,

But let R.Murray Gilchrist describe this scene with which he
Was so familiar, "All the way they could see Cowper's yard, where the
old-fashioned yellow omnibus stood piled with hampers, ready for the
three flea-bitten horses to be led from the stable...The three women
occupied the seat behind the driver; at their back, covered with a
sheet of tarpaulin, was a crate of week-old ducklings, incubator-
hatched for the Malton market; beyond this werc egg and butter
baskets, and hampers of trussed fowls. Some time was passed in
the yard, where Cowper's son strutted, lustily crowing through a
green-rustcd brass horn, to warn all would-be passengers that
starting time was near.,.,"

It was in this house on August 2nd 1791, that the midwife
announced to Samuel Furness that his wife, Margaret, had given birth
to another son -- one of their family of. seven sons and two daughters,
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Taught by his mother Richard was able to read with ease at
the age of four. As a boy he studied mechanism and sculpture, and
carved "a sun-dial which would have done credit to one much further
advanced in years."

One day Richard was conscripted to lead the horses while his
father guided the plough. Observing that he was turning an erratic
furrow, the father discovered that the boy was neglecting his duty
and appeared to be absorbed in some mental preoccupation., FPicking
up a piece of turf he hurled it at the boy with an angry demand to
know what he thought that he was doing, whereupon Richard confessed,

"T was thinking of a rule in Murray's Gremmar,"

Leaving school at fourteen, Richard found employment as a
clerk for two village factories where "dimity, fustians, and other
cotton goods were woven"., A condition of employment was that he
should have a practical knowledge of the business, but, after spending
a period of training, two uncles objected to his continuing this
career, and arranged for his apprenticeship to Mr.Joseph Graham, a
Chesterfield currier who became Mayor of the town.

This introduction to town life provided opportunities for
the cultivation of Richard's interests and the development of his
talents, His master, who subscribed to a library, encouraged his
apprentice by granting him occasional tickets with which to obtain
books, But Richard's appetite for knowledge was not so easily
appeased, and he was guilty of forging further tickets to supplement
the number allowed, In order to study his illicit supply of literature,
the appreritice had to resort to further deceit. Hours of employment
were long, and the leisure to read was restricted by the family rule
"early to bed". TVhen the family was asleep, Richard was often
absorbed in a book propped inside a box containing a candle, while,
as a further precaution, he was in the habit of hanging a "borrowed"
hide of leather behind the door to prevent the escape of tell-tale
rays of light.

This habit of encroaching upon the hours of sleep persisted
throughout the life of the poet, though it did not impair either his
physical or mental energy. It is recorded that "he scarce knew
what fatigue was in early or confirmed manhood., A few hours' sleep
fitted him for the labours of the day."

It was during his apprenticeship that Richard found opportunity
to cultivate his instinctive taste for music. Members of a neighbouring
family named Rice invited him to share in their musical activities,
and gave him instruction in playing various instruments, Later in
life he devoted himself to composition, and coften provided the
settings for carols which he wrote each Christmas. He wrote about
thirty carols and thus, quite unwittingly, assured for himself some
measure of immortality — at least locally = for some of them are
still sung during the festive season at Dore, Eyam, Foolow, and
other villages.
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Another educational achievement was his mastery of the French
language which he acquired by friendship with a number of French
officers who had been taken prisoners during the war with Napoleon I,
ana who were on parcle at Chesterfield. One of these officers also
encouraged his interest in mathematics by giving him guidance in the
more abstruse orinciples of this science.

Then, at the age of seventeen, Richard was converted to
Methodism and undertook the responsibilities of the lay ministry.
In addition to conducting services in village chapels near Chesterfield,
he frequently addressed open-air meetings at which he was gquite often
subjected to heckling and argument by thc crities of his doctrine,

When he reached the age of twenty-cne and had discharged the
obligations of his apprenticeship, Richard became bewitched by the
magic spell of London - that "far country" which has beckoned and
beguiled many a wrodigal from parents and home, To those in search
of fortune, the adventurous and the ambitious, Loncdon has always had
a fateful fascination, Its call has wroved irresistible,

Afnd so it was with Richard Purness.

Packing his few belongings and saying his "good-byes", he
started on foot on the long pilgrimage to that shrine which he hoped
would help him to realise the fulfilment of his dreams and desires.
He was assisted on his long jowmney by members of his trade, for at
that early date the curriers had a recognised trade union which not
only demanded a reasonable rate of wages, but also supplied financial
help to unemployed or travelling members, Availing himself of the
advantages and benefits to be derived from this source, Richard was
able to reach his destination without undue hardship,

shortly after his arrival in London, he had the good fortune
to secure employment, but the ill fortune to suffer a six weeks'
illness. His next step was to join the Volunteers. Whether this
was from necessity or choice we do not know, but his biographer,
Dr.Heolland, was puzzled as to how he could reconcile this militant
occupation with the pacific doctrine of his religious faith., But
Richard had strong patriotic feelings, and the expression of these
in the composition of a song caused his subsequent secession from
the Methodists who objected, not so much to the sentiments of the
song, as to the fact that it was sung in public-houses.

While in London, Richard was invited to preach in City Road
Chapel before the ceclebrated Dr.Adam Clarke who congratulated him
cn his sermon.

After a year in the city he discarded his uniform and returned
to Chesterfield where he worked as a journeyman for his old master.
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It was during this period that the breach with the Methodists occurred,
Richard had been requested to write a song to commemorate the defeat
of the french in Holland, and this was sung to the music of the
national anthem at a public dinner held at the Angel Inn, Chesterfield,
This fact was construed as a violation of religious ethics by some of
his fellow Methodists, and, as a result of the ensuing controversy,
Richard returned to the more tolerant fellowship of the Established
Church.

At the age of twenty-two, he was back in Eyam trying to
anchor his restless spirit to the currier's bench, for he had
started business on his own account, But concentration on manual
work was militated by a greater affection for mental culture, and
often his leather was neglected to satisfy his hunger for learning
and literature,

Such distractions from business had serious cnough repercussions
for a bachelor, but Richard's position became further complicated when
he fell in love with Frances Ibbotson, a Hathersage girl, whom he met
at the annual Wakes. The girl's father — who, incidentally, had
prophesied that carriages would one day be drawn without horses =—— was
a shrewd farmer with a less Micawber-like philososhy than the poet. He
regarded the romance with blunt disfavour, having no doubt acquainted
himself with Richard's reputation as a man of business, and seeing
little prospects for the future prosperity of his daughter.

But the covple were not easily daunted, and when the father
s8till refused to countenance their courtship they resorted to
elopement. Early one morning in the December of 1816, the Vicar
of Hathersage (Rev.J.le Cornu) was roused from his sleep by someone
hammering on the vicarage door.

"What do you want?" he demanded sleepily, opening the bedroom
window, "To be married" was the impatient reply.

"I dare not marry you before eight o' clock; if I do, old
Metthew will strip my gown," protested the clergyman as he recognised
the couple beneath his window,

Although the girl had succeeded in evading the vigilance of
her father, delay was dangerous, and so, after a hurried consultation,
the Vicar admitted the prospective bride and bridegroom into the
church in which they were safely locked until the clock struck
eight and the marriage was duly solemnised.

Matthew wisely became reconciled to the runaway couple, for,
being a widower suddenly deprived of his housekeeper, he decided to
remedy the situation by inviting them to share his home, Upon their
arrival at his house, Matthew greeted his son-in-law with the comment,
"Well, you have fought a hard battle". To which Richard rejoined
with some satisfaction, "And I have won",



-8~

From a domestic standpoint the new arrangement worked quite
smoothly, but from a business angle it was not so successful. The
currier -- his attention divided by cultural pursuits and home
interests -- did not find it easy to zpply himself with diligence to
a business situated five miles away; particularly as he had little
affection for the business concerned, He was not guilty so much of
indolence as indifference; but there was only one sequel to be
expected, and he closed the door of his currier's shop at Eyam for
the last time, And one suspects that it was with a feeling of
relief from an irksome responsibility, rather than with a sense of
genuine regret,

While at Hathersage, the attention of the poet was divided
between occasional work on the farm and employment at his old trade,.
He also developed a Pfriendship with a local surgeon, Dr.Cheetham, of
Hope, who initiated him into the mysteries of the profession of
healing, and found himr a useful colleague when performing operations,
Richard studied surgery and medicine so assiduously that his medical
biographer, Dr.Holland, confessed that "as a surgeon he had considerable
talent, and of'ten succeeded in effecting important cures in cases in
which clever and regularly educated practitioners had failed, In
the other branch of the profession, medicine, though not equally
skilful or well informed, he did great good in inflammations, fevers,
and other ordinary affections,"

After a happy four years spent at Hathersage, the poet obtained
a situation for which he had been unconsciously prepared by travel and
sell-education. He was appointed Master of Dore Free School, and
took up his duties during the October of 1821, These consisted of
instructing eighteen children for the sum of £18, with the privilege
of accepting "boys whose parents could not consistently take advantage
of the foundation."” His house was also rent-free,

Dore was then a village five miles away from Sheffield, with
a population of sbout 500 inhsbitants. In addition to farming,
the chief occupations were those of making scythes, anvils, and
saw-handles,

The trustees were so satisfied with the conduct of the school
that they soon decided to increase the master's salary to £30, and
the nunber of free pupils was correspondingly augmented, With all
the vigour of his strong mind, Richard devoted his leisure time to
improving his knowledge of music, mathematics, medicine, poetry,
theology, history, travel and biography.

t night he was in the habit of reading in bed, and a copy
of Ebenezer Elliott's poems, smeared with candle grease and scorched
by fire, together with a singed night-cap and bed-hengings, testified
to the danger of this practice,
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Richord was later appointed vestry and parish clerk of Dore Church,
and the additional income from this sourcc was welcomed by the mother of
an increasing family, This appointment wos followed by that of District
Registrar, another duty for which he was well qualified,

But increased emolument was not the chief concern of the poet. If!
the sacrifice of principle was involved, then he was gquite prepared to
renounce his work and its welcome revenues. For example, while carrying
out” the duties of clerk, hc always rcfused to make the responses when the
Vicar read the Athanagian Crecd, closing his book ond resuming his scat at
this point of the scrvice, Fortunately the Vicar respccted the convictions
of his clerk, and o gentleman in a ncighbouring pcw deputiscd for the
rebellious Richard who maintained that he would rnot prey for the damnation
of heretics, prcferring to leave that duty to "a Being who cannot err,”

There appeors to be no end to the resourcefulness of Richard, for
when his friends persuaded him to sutmit plans for the building of a new
parish churchiy these were accepted in preference to those of qualified
architects. He not only supcrvised the actual work of building, but
personally carved the ornementel stonework,  These dutics were carried
out gratuitously, and, inspired by the schoolmaster's cxanple, farmers
carted the stone frce of charge, thus reducing the cost of building to
£1,000,

In 1832, Richard ventured into print with his longest pocm, "The Rag
Bag." Published by subscription in pamphlet foma, thc 500 copies sold
quickly and brought the poet a welcome profit of £48 10 O,

In the political spherc, Richard was a men of strong Radical
persuasion, At election times he stoutly advocated the principles of
his faith both on the public platform and through the medium of the Press,
On such occasions he excrted considerable influence upon public opinion,
and his party adversaries oncc offered him o handsame bribe to enlist his
services, But, to his credit, he resisted temptoation with the words,

"No, I am a poor man, but I am not to bc bought,"

Severzl people in the Sheffield district were intcrested in finding
a solution to the elusive problem of squaring the circle, James liontgomery,
referring to a theory cdvanced by Furness, wrote:- "The poet waited upon
me several years ago to demonstrate to me thot he had resolved the notable
problem of the quadrature of the eircle, As I could not at once detect
the falloey of his very celazborcte scheme, I showed it to a mathematical
fricnd, who instantly pcrceived and pointed out the erroneous datum which
lay at the foundation of this ingenious specimen of lobour in vain,"

After Richard had scrved the village for 27 years as itsschoolmaster,
a situation arose which resultcd in the termination of his teaching career,
and created scriocus domestic difficulties due to the loss of his salary.
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The old vicar had died and was succcedcd by a less indulgent clergy-
man who concerned himself with the politicel as well as spiritual
welfare of his varishioners.  Atteipts to rcform the politicol views
of his clerk werc repeatedly rcesisted, ond so the viecar avenged himself
by effecting the removal of the recalcitrant clerk from his post as
schoolmaster, Charges were made concerning his management of the school,
and these accusations -- clthough not without some foundation -- were so
bitterly rcsented thot Richard immediotcly resigned the position, His
biographer says: "There con be little doubt that political feelding and
personal prejudice were, to some extent, if not altogether, ot the found-
ation of the complaints urged against the poct”. Some of the 12 trustees
of the scheol -- including Borxl Pitzvdilliam cnd D'Ewes Coke sg. =~- used
their influencc to secure him a 1life pension of £15 per year os a
testimonial of respect and in acknowledgement of his untiring vork for
village education,

With advancing yeors, sorrows sec® to hove been nultiplied in the
experience of the poet, for in 1844 the devoted portnership which began
without either wedding bells or well-wishers in Hathersage Church, was
ended by the death of his wife. And the poet composed the simple elegy
inscribed to her acmory on the tombstone in Eyam churchyard:

"Love like a pilgrim came
VWith hope, and raised this urn
Where Elegy's sad musc
Long lingering shall ric urn,--
Shall pour ambrosial dews
T!' embalnm the virtuous name
Of Frances, the wife of Richard Furncss,
who died Aug, 12, 1844, Aged 52",

Together they had drunk of the wine of life; together they had tasted
of its wormwood, Nine children had blessed their union, though three
had died in infancy. The story of how the last of these little daughters
died in a terrible thunder sboim was told in tender verse by the bercaved
father, The poem concludes with the verse:-

"Ah! no -- be unavailing grief suppressed
Our eyc is on thce, on thy Jjoy and light:
Our loss is they blessed gein, for thou art blessed:
"Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?"
Beneath the tree
There now lie three
Once lovely little sisters, side by side
Spring, hang they dewy rosaries on their sod:
Heaven gave, and took away, that human pride
Might bow., TFor ever blessed be the name of God".

- continued -
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Six years later, another Mrs, Richard Furness camc to live at Dore.
She was the widow of NMr, John Lunn, of Staveley. This marriage brought
with it the assurance of financial sccurity, ond the poet's last years
were lived in 2 moderate degree of happiness ond caatort, Moderate, we
say, because he was the victim of severc physical affliction due to
frequent and prolonged attacks of tic douloureux., Yct, in spite of the
agonies he endured, the poct had sufficicnt humour to compose o poem
which vividly dcscribes the tortures and torments of this caaplaint,
He was also o victim of asthma,

He spent the last yeors of his life at Dorec, but, in the words of
his biographer, "Eyan and its boauties were strongly impressed upon his
heart, and he hos sung them in lines that succecding generations will
not allow to die. He was a son of the Peok, hnd breothed its invigorating
air and felt its awakening influencec. It wos the green spot in nmomory
to which he affectionately turned amidst the monotony and vicissitudes
of life", It was fitting, therefore, that when an cpitaph was inscribed
upon his tomb, it should be a verse selccted fram "The Tomb of the Valley,”
a poem concerning the plaguc which desolated his native village:

"Land of nmy Fathers! how I love to dwell
On a1l thy scenery! barren as thou art,
5till hast thou genuine charms, or somc sweet spell
Thot binds thy beautics to my ravished heart:
That spell will never breok, till death's sure dart -
Shall reckless strike this penetroble erust,
And oh! 'tis sweet to think my baser part,
Shall then be mingled with my mountain dust,
Rocks, hills iy monument to be - no chiselled bust."



The Burdett map sets are now availsble snd those members who
have applied for them and who have not yet received their sets will
be able to collect them from the following centres:-

Chesterfield - The Librery - after June 29th

Dakewell -~ Through the Bakewell Historical Society -
after June 29th

Derby - The Chapel Room, St.Mary's Gate, on any
Tuesday afternoon, July 2nd and July Q?th,
between 2,30 pm, and 6.00 pm.

Collection in this way will save the risk of damage by post
as the prints are large, Members living outside these areas will
receive their copies by post.

The price is 6/- cach set,



SHEFPTELD CLARTON RAMELERS - Fiftyseventh Year 1957-8

This delightiful and useful letter,book is now available for
those who have not zlreuady purchased theMu copies (price 2/-) from
Mr.G,H,B,Ward, Storth Lodge, Moorwoods Lane,Owlers Bar, Sheffield.

FOR SALE :

Houghton, Thomas -
Rara avis in terris; or, The Compleat IMiner 1681.
Covers loose - £6 - 10 - 04,

R.A.H, 0'Neal, 80 Friar Gate, Derby.

THE NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY RATLWAY History Research Group at Derby

is working under Mr,C.,R.Clinker on a history of the Midland Counties
Railway which it is hoped will be published in due course. Particulars
will be given in a later Bulletin, :




