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Derbyshire Miscellany

Section News

There have been two meetings o f the Local History Section already 
th is  year. At the f i r s t ,  held at the Bridge Chapel Library on 
February 25th, Mr. C„¥. Kage showed the large c o lle c t io n  o f colour 
photographs which he had taken of the Cromford Canal. He is  making a 
sp ecia l study o f th is  Canal and i t s  h istory , and w il l  be very glad to 
receive any information about i t  which members might possess. Mr.
Hage has given us permission to reproduce the notes on which he based 
his ta lk , and these w il l  appear in  the October B u lletin . This 
dedicated work by an amateur h istorian  has resulted  in  a valuable 
contribution to our lo c a l  h istory , and i t  provided a d e lig h tfu l evening’ s 
entertainment.

On Saturday, A pril 2nd, Members met at C hesterfield  to hear Mr. C.
C. Handford on the H istorica l and Topographical Literature o f Derbyshire. 
Mr, J.M. B estall took the Chair, and the meeting was hold in  the 
Library Room by kind in v ita tion  o f Mr. G-.R. Micklewright.

A fter speaking o f the great number and the varying value o f the 
books on the county, Mr, Handford. outlined those which the amateur 
h istorian  should possess as the basis fo r  a lib ra ry . He exhibited a 
number o f books from his own co lle c t io n , and these were augmented by 
others from the Local C ollection  of the C hesterfield  Library. Mr. 
Micklewright a lso showed some in terestin g  maps and p ictu res.

Mr. H.J. Main was to  have led one o f his extremely popular 
expeditions during May, th is  time to Foremark. Members w il l  learn with 
regret that he has been i l l ,  and w il l  not be able to conduct the outing 
u n til a la ter  date. We a l l  send our sincere wishes fo r  h is speedy and 
complete recovery.

On Saturday, June 18th, our Chairman, Mr. R, Hayhurst has organised 
an outing at A lport, near Youlgreave. The main ob ject w il l  be to v is i t  
the water m ill which is  one o f the la s t  s t i l l  to be working in  Derby
sh ire . A century ago there were large numbers o f water m ills  working 
in  every part o f the county,

The m ill is  not in  use at the present time, but i t  is  in  going 
order, and w il l  actually  be working fo r  the v is i t  cn June 18th.

Mr. Hayhurst has arranged fo r  the party to proceed to the g r i t 
stone quarry at Elton, where Mr. Price has kindly promised to give a 
short ta lk  about the workings.

continued on page 269.



Mr. R.A.H. O'Neal, whose article on Aldwark appears in this issue, 
has had brought to his notice one small claim to fame by this isolated 
hamlet. It is said that Baroness Orczy stayed there while writing her 
novel "Beau Brocade", and that some scenes are set in the Aldwark and 
Longcliffe areas. This information was supplied by Dr. W. Heap of 
Wirksworth.
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THE MEDIEVAL HISTORY OF ALDWARK

by R.A.H. O’Neal

Half way between Brasaington and Winster l ie s  the small and l i t t l e -  
known v illa g e  o f  Aldwarko I t  is  situated at over 1,000 fe e t  about one 
mile from Grangemill and one and a h a lf from Ib le , on the opposite side 
o f the G riffe  Grange v a lley . I t  must be v ir tu a lly  the same now as i t  
was a hundred years ago and i t s  l i f e ,  too , cannot have changed very much 
in  nearly ten times as long. I t  i s  true that some o f  the houses have 
te le v is io n  aeria ls and the farmers have cars and tra ctors , but a v is it o r  
i s  s t i l l  enough o f a ra r ity  to cause considerable in terest and, possib ly , 
speculation among the v illa g e rs  who come to th e ir  doors along the grass- 
grown v illa g e  street at the sight or sound o f a strange car. I ts
situ ation  probably accounts f o r  Aldwark being one o f the lea st known and
lea st sp o ilt  o f Derbyshire v illa g e s  in sp ite o f being barely a mile from 
the main Cromford to Nev/haven road. The old turn-pike road from 
Wirksworth through Middleton and over Nimblejack to Grangemill and on to  
Newhaven was w ell used by the nineteenth century coach t r a f f i c ,  but 
Aldwark was just o f f  the liq e  o f i t .  S im ilarly, when the Via G ellia  
was b u ilt , the new road joined the old at Grangemill and s t i l l  missed 
Aldwark. The oldest road o f a l l  o f them, that from Derby to Newhaven, 
through Hulland Ward, Hognaston, Brassington and Pikehall passed by 
Aldwark about one mile away. One o f the resu lts o f th is  is  that Aldwark 
has not, and never has had, an inn or even a public house.

Aldwark has seldom, i f  ever, intruded upon the a ffa ir s  o f the outside
world and i t  even managed to escape mention in the greatest census o f  a l l  -  
the domesday survey. I ts  name suggests that there was something at 
Aldwark at the time domesday book was compiled in  1086; i t  i s  compounded 
from the old  English "A ld-(ge)w eorc", meaning "Old fo r t i f i c a t io n " .  There 
i s  no evidence fo r  any ea r lie r  name than th is  Anglo-Saxon one, but the 
fo r t i f ic a t io n  referred  to may have been a Roman or even pre-Roman since 
the v illa g e  is  c lose  to the Roman road which runs from the c i v i l  settlement 
o f Aquae (Buxton) to L itt]ech cster  ( in  Derby) and x?hich is  known as "The 
S treet"; i t  is  also close  tc  an even older road known as the "Portway". 
This fo r t i f i c a t io n ,  o f which no trace remains, could, at lea st in  theory, 
have con tro lled  both these roads in  conjunction with the ancient h i l l  
fo r tre ss  o f  Minninglow some two miles to the west on the fa r  side of The 
Street. Aldwark is  not mentioned in  the doraesday book, but i t  was 
probably included in  the lands o f Sewallis who held from Henry de Ferrars, 
Earl o f Derby. Sewallis granted his “lands in  Aldwark to  the Abbey o f 
Darley during the reign o f Henry I  and, in  about 1140, Robert de Ferrars
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granted s ix  acres there to the Bishop o f Coventry to help in  the 
foundation o f a re lig iou s  house in  Derby; this was la ter  confirmed 
by William and, la ter  s t i l l ,  by Hugh do Ferrars. The orig in a l grant 
by Sewallis was o f f iv e  ox-gangs o f land and three acres o f meadow 
and th is  remained with the abbey u n til i t s  d isso lu tion , although not 
without inciden t. In 1272, a plea was heard at ''Harwich in  which 
Robert de Waddesle sought against the Abbot o f Deriegh (Darley) eight 
messuages and ten bovates o f land in  Anderwerk (Aldwark) as his in 
heritance, into which the Abbot had no entry except by Robert de 
Anderwerk, grandfather o f the said Robert, whose heir he was, who 
devised the tenements to the Abbot when he '(Robert senior) was insane, 
The Abbot, who was represented by attorney, maintained that he ought 
not to answer to that writ because he had found the church o f Deriegh 
seised o f the said tenements a fter the death o f his predecessor and 
that he had had no entry by the said Robert, Robert could not deny 
th is  and judgement was given in  favour o f the Abbot,

The monks o f Darley had a grange at Aldwark, now represented by 
Grange Barn on the north side o f the Newhaven road, and th is  probably 
had a chapel and, possib ly , a buria l place (although the la tte r  is  
un likely) which may account fo r  the Lysons' statement that there was 
a chantry and cemetery at Aldwark. The only other possible explanation 
fo r  th is may l i e  in  the fa c t  that James B eresford 's chantry in  Fenny 
Bentley church was partly  supported by his lands at Aldwark, The 
grange, lik e  the manor, was with the Abbey u n til i t s  d isso lu tion .
In the hundred r o i ls  fo r  the 3rd and Ath years o f the reign o f 
Edward I is  a statement that the Abbot o f Darley held Wyggewell 
(Wigwell) in  free  alms of the g i f t  of Earl William de Ferrars since 
twenty years and one carucate o f land in  Aldwark fo r  the previous 
th irty  years. The Abbey, however, did not own the whole of Aldwark. 
Ralph de Snitterton , o f Ib le , seems to have had considerable in terests  
there. In 1289 he leased some land in Aldwark to William de Ib le  fo r  
fo r ty  years at an annual rent o f  ten sh illin g s . In 1309, Ralph de 
S n itterton 's  son, Ralph, leased a t o f t  and lands in Aldwark to John 
fitzR ichard  Knot, o f Bonsa.ll, at a rent o f eight sh illin g s  per annum 
fo r  fo r ty  years and ten marks per annum fo r  any period beyond th is .
This seems to have been the norma?, way o f  doing business o f  th is kind 
f o r ,  in  the same year, Ralph leased some more lands in  Aldwark to 
William fitzAde de Middleton fo r  f o r t y  years at ten sh illin g s  a year 
and fo r  ten marks a year a fter th is . The follow ing year Ralph granted 
to William de Ib le  and Agnes, his w ife, a messuage and lands in 
Aldwark fo r  l i f e ,  or fo r  twenty years, at ten sh illin g s  a year; 
a fter  twenty years, they were to pay a hundred sh illin g s  a year.
This was evidently a confirmation of William de P o le 's  orig in a l grant 
in  1289, perhaps on his marriage to Agnes fo r , in  1317, the grant was 
amended in  favour o f  William de Pole, Agnes and their son, Nicholas.
The new agreement was fo r  the lease o f a messuage and lands in
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Aldwark and fo r  their heirs to hold the same fo r  f i f ty -th r e e  years at a 
rent o f ten sh illin g s . As usual, any further occupation was at the
rate of a hundred sh illin gs a year. Judging from the high rents, the
amount of land involved in  these deals must have been considerable and 
William de Ib le  must have been fa ir ly  prosperous to be able to  make 
agreements on these terms, Ralph fitzJohn  de Bonsai was another 
landowner in  Aldwark and, in  the reign o f Edward I I ,  he is  recorded 
as having leased his holding there to Roger Colts and Ynglesia fo r  a 
rent o f one penny, Ynglesia was Ralph's daughter, so th is  looks 
lik e  some kind o f marriage settlement, William de Atlow also had 
some land in  Aldwark fo r  he and his w ife , Agnes, granted two messuages
and lands there fo r  l i f e  in  1368; unfortunately, the recip ien t is  not
named,

By the end o f the fourteenth century.. Aldwark seems to have grown 
to a fa ir  size and to have been reasonably prosperous. Apart from the 
monastic owners, the parish apparently contained some re la t iv e ly  wealthy 
inhabitants. The assessments fo r  a lay subsidy taken in  1327-28 show 
th is c lea rly ; the tax was a twentieth and several persons paid between 
two and f iv e  sh illin g s  which was a fa ir ly  large sum in  those days,
John de la  More and Robert Jurdon both had th e ir  property valued at 
fo r ty  sh illin gs  and thus paid two sh illin g s  tax; Ralph fitzJohn Wase 
paid three sh illin g s  on property assessed at s ix ty  sh illin gs  and John 
Glyn's assessment was one hundred sh illin g s , so that he had to pay f iv e  
sh illin g s . The to ta l assessment fo r  Aldwark was £60 and the to ta l 
payment was s ix ty  sh illin g s .

L ife seems to have gone on smoothly fo r  some f i f t y  years u n til the 
d isso lu tion  o f the monasteries. Even th is , however, probably had. l i t t l e  
d ire c t  e f fe c t  on the p lace, any more than the normal ownership quarrels 
lik e  the one which resu lted , in  1503, in  John Lceke, of Sutton-in -the-dale, 
issuing a defeasance of a bond given by Thomas Sacheverell, o f K irkby-in- 
A shfield , Nottinghamshire, fo r  delivery o f t it le -d eed s  o f  lands in 
Aldwark in  exchange fo r  waiver o f  a claim on some other deeds, Aldwark 
and Aldwark Grange reverted to the crown in  1539. They remained in  the 
hands o f  the crown u n til Edward VI granted the grange to S ir Thomas 
Heneage and Lord Willoughby jo in t ly , They sold i t  in  the follow ing year 
to Robert Goch and, through his heirs, i t  passed to the Curzon family 
and, f in a lly , to the Manners fam ily, Dukes o f Rutland, The manor o f 
Aldwark remained with the crown u n til Elizabeth I granted i t  to James 
Hardwick, o f Hardwick, from whom, through his heiress, Bess o f Hardwick, 
i t  passed to Sir William Cavendish and so to the Dukes o f  Devonshire,
Early in  the nineteenth century, the then Duke o f Devonshire exchanged 
his lands in  Aldwark fo r  others o f the Duke o f Rutland who thus reunited 
a l l  Aldwark under one owner a fter  four hundred years.
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At about the time when Elizabeth I granted Aldwark to James Hardwick, 
a description  o f the Manors o f Derbyshire was drawn up. The reason fo r  
th is is  not certa in , but i t  may have been the resu lt o f some commission 
of enquiry set up to deal with lands alienated a fter  the d isso lu tion  of 
the monasteries. The part dealing with Aldwark may prove in terestin g , 
i f  a l i t t l e  obscure:

"Aldwarke Manor and I ls ton  Rectory, the Lordship and Manor o f 
Aldwarke, with i t s  appurtenances, and the Rectory o f Ilkeston 
and the advowson of the Vicars.ge o f I ls ton , with i t s  appurtenances, 
as also o f the lands, tenements, e t c . ,  in  Aldwarke, Bradburne,
L itt le  Hallam, Ilkeston  and I ls to n , held by James Hardwickc, 
fo r  him self and his heirs., o f the king as with respect to the 
Manor o f East Greenwich in  the County of Kent in  free  and common 
socage and not in  cap ite. 4 Elizabeth.

"Aldwarke Grange, Aldwerke, a lia s  Aldwarke Grange, and a l l  the 
lands, meadows, pastures, etc.,, lying in  Aldwarke, ca lled  The 
Grange, alienated to Robert Goche, Armiger, and h is heirs by 
Thomas Heneage, Knight, and William, Lord Willoughby, and held 
in  cap ite . 3 Edward VI.

"Aldwarke Grange. Aldwarke, a lia s  Aldwarke Grange, with i t s  
appurtenances in  County Derby, and diverse messuages, e t c . ,  in  
Aldwarke, a lia s  Aldewarpe, as w ell as diverse messuages.. .in  
Blegh and Sherbrook.. .held by Thomas Heneage and William 
W illoughby.. .o f  the king in  cap ite , among other things, by the 
service o f a tenth part of one kn ight's f e e ."

The reference to East Greenwich seems out o f  place and is  puzzling, 
unless that manor was used as some sort o f standard by which to rate, 
others. I ls ton  cannot be id en tified  with any certainty.

Aldwark, form erly in  the parish o f Bradbourne, was united with the 
parish o f Ivenbrook Grange in  the nineteenth century; i t  i s ,  however, 
a c i v i l  parish and appears to be increasing in  size s lig h t ly . In 1801 
i t s  population was 68 and in  1951 i t  was 64; during the intervening 150 
years, i t  had fluctuated  between the extremes o f  97 in  1831 and J>6 in  
1901. There has never been a church i-n the v illa g e , although there 
may have been a private chapel at the Grange at one time, but there is  a 
Methodist chapel. This occupies the 'Upper storey o f  an eighteenth 
century building, the ground f lo o r  o f  which is  used as a garage. A 
feature o f the v illa g e  is  six  stone ca tt le  troughs adjoining each other 
near the cross-roads. The scattered community is  almost certa in ly  
engaged en tire ly  in agricu lture, with the possible exception o f some o f 
the v illa g ers  working at the nearby L on gcliffe  Quarries. There are 
some fourteen old quarries, two lim e-kilns and a number of old shafts, 
presumably fo r  lead, in  the 950-odd acres comprising the c i v i l  parish.
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In 1821, when f i f t e e n  fam ilies lived  in  Aldwark, eleven were farmers 
and four were miners and traders; the odd fam ily was not accounted 
fo r .  There are f i f t e e n  fromilies there now, and the proportion must 
be about the same, with the quarries taking the place o f  the mines.
There are a number o f tumuli on the summit o f G-reenlow, h a lf a mile 
north o f the v illa g e , and the parish is  bounded fo r  a few yards at its  
extreme western end by the Roman road, The Street, which passes below 
Minninglow. Apart from those, there are no known archaeological 
remains. E le c tr ic ity  has reached the v illa g e , but not gas, nor, 
apparently, a mains water supply. There are a few springs in  the 
v illa g e  issuing from the carboniferous limestone and Lidgate Farm has 
i t s  own spring which i s  never known to dry up; the main supply, 
however, is  rain water.

Unless there is  some unforseen development, Aidwork's story , such 
as i t  i s ,  seems lik e ly  to continue fo r  another thousand years with as 
l i t t l e  change or incident as in  the past. I f  th is  is  the case, Aldwark 
w ill surely remain one o f  Derbyshire's forgotten  v illa g e s , unknown, 
unvisited and unspoilt.

R.A.H. O'Neal

raoxe 01 r,.r.r.

1801 68 persons 1881 52 persons
1811 74 persons 1891 40 persons
1821 92 persons 15 houses 1901 36 persons 8 houses
1831 97 persons 1911 37 persons 8 houses
1841 82 persons 1921 42 persons 8 houses
1851 79 persons 17 houses 1931 38 persons 10 houses
1861 65 persons 1951 64 persons 14 houses

Holders o f the manor o f  Aldwark

1086 
Henry I 
1539
Elizabeth I

19th century

Sew allis, from Henry de Ferrars, Earl of Derby.
Darley Abbey, by g i f t .
Reverted to crown.
James Hardwick, o f Hardwick, by grant.
Sir William Cavendish, by inheritance through Bess of Hardwick. 
Dukes o f Devonshire.
Dukes o f Rutland, by exchange with Duke o f  Devonshire.
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Holders o f Aldwark Grange 

Henry I Darley Abbey,
1548 Sir Thomas Heneage and Lord William Willoughby, by grant.
1549 Robert Goch, by purchase,

Curzon fam ily, b?/ inheritance.
Manners fam ily (Dukes o f Rutland) by inheritance,
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From the Tissington Hall Documents Notes made by Sir

Edited by R. Hayhurst

"A Record o f the Price o f some o f the p rin cipa l a r t ic le s  consumed in  
housekeeping. For the Year 1812.

In the year 1812 there was a great sca rc ity , and in  consequence also 
o f our exclusion from the Continent, corn rose to an enormous p rice . We 
were also at war with America, 
subjoined:

In July o f that year, the prices were as

Wheat . 
Barley 
Oats 
Malt

l 60 sh illin g s  per quarter 
90 sh illin g s  per quarter 
94 sh illin g s  per quarter 
16 sh illin g s  per strik e , or bushel.

Other a r t ic le s  were as under:
Cheese , £4 . 4s. Od. pr, cwt. = 120 lbs. NB. th is  re fers  to 

Derbyshire cheese.



Sugar

Beef . . 
Mutton 
Veal . .

£2. Os. Od. pr, cwt. = 112 lb s . Sugar about 5
yrs . previous to 
th is date had 
been as low as 
30/ -  pr. cwt.

8d. pr, lb . ) At Ashbourne Market
8d, p r . lb . ) and dealing constantly
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6-sd. pr. Lb.) with the same butcher.

A pipe o f port at Carbonell's
In London £150, In consequence of the state o f Portugal.

Posting l /6 d . per m ile, and in  some places l/9 d . per m ile, and near 
London 2 /-d . per mile.

Stocks -  3 per cent. Consols -  55. At Tfar with almost a l l  the World.

A good horse 
A good milk cow
A two year old black cart horse

Lump sugar in  the shop 
Candles

Soap . .
Potatoes
Coals

A gricu ltural Labour .

Master Mason 
Journeyman Mason 
Carpenter

Hay old and good 
Flour

Meal

70 guineas 
25 guineas 
50 guineas

14d. per lb ,
13d. per lb . In the year 1800 

they were 15d. 
per lb . in  consequence 
of the Russian War.

12d. and 13d, per lb .
14d. per peck
8-gd • per cwt. at Cromford Wharf, 

and the carriage thence to 
Tissington 7d. per cwt.

2/6d. per day. In Harvest 3 /-d» 
with ale and v ictu a ls .
4/  -d . per day 
3/6d. per day 
3/6d, per day

£7- 7s, Od. per ton
£5- 5s, Od. per sack o f Seconds

in  the summer o f 1812 
at Ashbourne,

3 / -d . per peck at the same time 
and place.

Claret at C arbonell's in  1812 -  £6. 6s. Od. a dozen 
Brandy at C arbonell's in  1812 -  £ -.1 0 s . 6d. a b o ttle



Wheat
Barley
Oats
Malt
Kent hops , .

Hay

Sugar
Sugar in  the shop
Currants
Raisins
Mustard
Black pepper
Isinglass
Soft soap
Candles
Cheese

Potatoes
Flour (seconds)
Meal
Butter
S a l t  O O O O a C

’Wheat
0at S e a a a a .
Barley
Malt
Flour
Oatmeal

Derbyshire Cheese

Beef
Mutton 
Veal .

18IR at Ghristmas

8 0 /-d . pr. Qr» in  London 
3 5 /-C. .
27 /“do 
70 /-d .
£9= 9sa Od. per Pocket
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£7. 7s. Cdo pr. son

£3a 18sa 6da per cwta exclusive o f duty, 
l / 9d a per lb a at Ashbourne 
i / l l  .
101 a
2/'4d*
4 / -da
l/b ia  per oza 
10da per lb a
1 /  A1./ o
£3. lb s . Od. per cw t., 120 lb s . Good 

Derbyshire.
8d, per peck
£2. 11sa Od. per sack at Ashbourne 
1/Ad. pr„ peck at Ashbourne 
1 /84-da pr» lb . at Ashbourne 
4/6da pr. stone at Ashbourne

l8 l$  s.t Christmas

l?0 /-da  pr. quarter 
8C /-d0 pr. quarter 
90/ -da pr. quarter 
L y -d . per strike or bushel 
£ j .  17sa 01. a sack o f Seconds 
3/2da per peck (in  July 1816 i t  w as  

£2. 14sa Oda)
50 /—I .  per '•'•wto = 120 lb s . This was 

the highest p rice .

6d. pr. l b .  

6 :1  . P I ’  o l b .
Add 0 p r .  l b  a

A three year old  black horse -  £20. Os. Od. A Yearling d itto ,

A good Milch cow -  14 guineas -  not sa leable.
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Butter
Coals

A gricu ltural labour

House ? Men

A journeyman mason 
Posting
Eggs . .

Wheat 
Barley 
Oats . .  
Flour 
Oatmeal

l/-d o  per lb . -  6d. in  the summer.
8d. per cwt. at Cromford Wharf, and the 

carriage thence to Tissington l l / - d .  
per ton.

2 / -d , per day in  summer and l/6 d , in  winter,

7 /-d . per week, or 6 d ., 8d» lOd. a day,
with maintenance.

3 / -d . per day.
l/6 d . per mile
i / - a .  per dozen

at Christmas

120/-d. per quarter
70 /-d. per quarter
4 0 / -d . per quarter
£3. 7s. Od. per sack (Seconds)
l/4 d . per peck

58 / -d . per cwt. = 120 lbs. 
14/ 6d = per strik e  or bushel 
l/3 d , per lb .

Cheese 
Malt 
Butter
Potatoes at setting time

in  the Spring . .  2 /-d . per peck
D itto at Christmas . .  6d. per peck
Hops . .  . ,  , .  . .  5 /6d . per l b ,

No variation  in  the price of the other a r t ic le s  mentioned in  the la st  year.

3 per cent. Consols: in  July 1817 -  85,

A pipe o f port at Carbonell's in  London £130.

je with a l l  the World.

Apples

Ihe at 
Barley 
Oats „. 
Flour 
Meal . .

Derbyshire cheese 

M a lt .......................

. .  6 /-a . per peck

1818 at Christmas

90 /-d , per quarter 
7o/-a . per quarter 

. . 45 /-d . per quarter
£3. 9s. Od. per sack (Seconds)

. .  2 /-1 . per peck

£4 . 4s. Od. per cwt, = 120 lb s . In 
September 9Q/-d. per cwt. 

1 2 /-d . per strike
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Hops
Butter
Eggs . .  
Salt
Potatoes
Beef
Mutton
Veal

4 /!/ - d ,  per lb . 
/ 5d. per lb .

8 fo r  l/~&.
4/ 6d, per' stone 
7wd. per peck 
8d. per lb ,
8d<> per lb.
8d. per lb . the best parts, the others 6d.

A 3 year old black horse at Ashbourne at the October Fair -  £40. 

A good milch cow in  May -  £24, D itto in  December -  £18.

Labour

Journeyman mason 
Posting

2/ od. per day in  the summer 
2/  -d» per day in  the winter
3/ 6d. per day

Good hunters fo r  weight

l / 3d, per mile 

200 guineas to 250 guineas 

A pair o f handsome carriage horses in  London -  220 guineas 

Coals and carriage o f same from Cromford -  25 /-d . per ton. 

3 per cent Consols at Christmas -  80

Hay . .  . . O 0 o © £ 6. 6s. Od. per ton
Straw o 0 o  o £4 , 4s, 0d. per ton
Apples © o 3/ - d ,  per peck
Sugar O 0 9 e 50/~ d , per cwt, exclusive o f the duty.

A very steady price fo r  many months
Sugar in  the shops o o 1/fd .  and 15d. per lb .
Fine lump sugar c  e 0 0 191. per lb ,
Raisins f> 0 O © l / '-d . ner lb .
Jar d itto o  e © 0 2/-U , per lb .
Currants e  o e o l /2 d . per lb .
Isinglass o o 16/ -d . per lb . In 1812 i t  was 42 /-d . per : 

12/-44 in  London
Mustard o e O 0 2 /ld . per lb .
Vinegar c o 2 / l - A . per gallon
Gunpowder C 0 © © 4 /-d , per lb .
Shot o 0 © 0 49, per lb .
Almonds O 0 J 0 5 /-d . per lb .
Brown soap . . o o O 0 9d. per lb . )
7/hite soap . . o  0 0 o lOd. per lb . ) .

Dip candles O 0 l id .  per lb . Ashboura0;
Mould candles 0 0 O 0 l / . /d . per lb . )  Not so hl6h in  London-
Rushlights . . O 0 l / 2d. per lb . )
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Parmesian cheese

Fine Salad O il . .
Morells
T ru ffles
Verm icelli
Macaroni
White pepper
French Vinegar . .
Capers

Lamp S p irits  o f Wine
Bohea Tea
Green Tea
West India Coffee
Chocolate
C O O O a  o a a a <

Fine Sperm Oil , .

2/6d. per lb . -  in  1812
i t  was over 5/6d. per lb, 

6 /6d. per qt.
£1. 8 s . Od. per lb .
£1. 4s. Od, per lb .
3,/-d. per lb .
2/6d. per lb ,
5 / -  per lb .
3/6d. per qt.
7./-d. per qt.

4 /6d, per pt.
9 /-d . per lb .
1 2 /-d . per lb . )  At Antrobus's 
2/6d. per lb , ) in  the Strand 
6 /-da per lb . )
4/6da per lb  a )
8 /-d . per ga llon  at Smethurst's

At Barto 
V a lle ' s 
in  the 
Haymarket

Swanwick Coals at Cromford Wharf 14/6d. per ton. 
Cromford to Tissington -  l l /6 d .  per ton.

Carriage o f coa l from

Bank Stock -  249
5 per cents -  105
4 per cents -  91
3 per cents -  72

Beef
Mutton
Veal
Cows
Posting

8d per lb .
8d. per lb .
7d . per lb , 
£24 Os. Od. 
l8d. per mile

1819 -  May 20th

In London
Wheat 
Rye
Barley 
Oats 
Beans
PeaS a o a
At Ashbourne 
Oatmeal 
Flour 
Malt
Hops a a a a . a

Cheese
Butter
^oo0 00 00 00 * °
Potatoes . .
Swanwick coals at Cromford 
Wool (Derbyshire)

£12? 00 oo oo oo

£75 . Os. Od. per qr. 
£49. Os. Od. per qr. 
£48. Os. Od. per qr. 
£ 30. Os. Od. per qr. 
£54. Os. Od. per qr. 
£54. Os. Od. per qr.

20d. per peck
£3= per sack (Seconds)
l l / - d ,  per strikeper strike 

per lb , 
per cwt. 

per l b „

2 /-d .
70 / -d 
l / “d.
9d. a dozen 
6d. per peck 
13/6d. per ton. 
3 5 /-d . per Tod.



Members should assemble at Alport at 3 o 'c lo c k . I t  has not been 
possib le  to organise a coach, and the Secretary, Mr. Window, would be 
glad to  know from members who w il l  have spare seats in  th e ir  cars, and 
from any members who require transport. A p icn io  tea should be taken.

I t  is  hoped to organise an expedition to Wirksworth on a Saturday 
in  July. Miss H. Smith and Miss L. Northrop have been invited  to lead 
the party and I/irks worth i s  easy o f access from a l l  parts. The 
rendezvous w il l  be the Market Place at 3 o 'c lo ck , and again a p icn ic  tea 
should be packed. Mr. Window w il l  n o t ify  the date to  a l l  who apply to 
him.

Wirksworth is  o f particu lar in terest to the Section th is year as we 
have been endeavouring to make a survey o f the area. Facts o f any kind 
about Wirksworth, D u ffie id , Ashlehay, Beighton H ill , Spout, Alport Height, 
Shottle, Turnditch, Windley, Idridgehay, Kirk Ireton , Alton, or any 
other lo c a l i t y  in  the area are urgently wanted. This i s  the f i r s t
o f the lo ca l regional surveys which the Section is  undertaking. I f  this 
and future ones are to succeed as usefu l contributions to the County's 
h istory , the f u l l  co-operation  o f a l l  members o f the Section is  needed.
The Editor acknowledges with thanks the e ffo rts  o f those who have already 
sent in  useful inform ation.

Mr. C, Skellern, who knows a great deal about the d is t r ic t ,  has been 
invited  to lead a party around the Castle Donington area on September 3rd. 
F ull d e ta ils  o f  this outing can be had from Mr. Window. In the next 
B ulletin  there w il l  be an in terestin g  a r t ic le  by Mr, G.H, Green on Derby 
H ills , which was once attached to Castle Donington.

The Annual General Meeting w ill  be held on Saturday, October 22nd at 
3 o 'c lo ck , in  the WEA Building in  Becket S treet, Derby, The room here 
has been made available by Mr. Middleton, who was kind enough to suggest 
that i t  would be more convenient than the Technical College, A lig h t  tea 
w il l  be availab le .

The meeting is  being held a month ea r lie r  than usual in  the hope that 
more members w il l  be able to attend. I t  i s  intended to have an 
exh ib ition  o f  the work so fa r  done on the Survey, Mr. Window would be 
glad to know o f any work on any area o f the county which could be shown.
He would also welcome o ffe rs  o f short talks (about ten minutes) on any
aspect o f Derbyshire h istory . W ill members please do what they can to 
help.

For the f i r s t  time, this number o f Miscellany has no Notes and Queries
to publish. The Editor hopes that this i s  only a passing phase.

Requests have been coining in  fo r  photographs o f the James Brindley 
miniatures. The negatives w ill  not-be available a fter June 11th, so that 
any further requests should be sent in  without delay . The copies w ill 
be circu lated  as quickly as possib le  a fte r  the l i s t  is  closed .
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MORE HISTORICAL NOTES ON DERBYSHIRE-
  LEICESTERSHIRE BORDER

by GEP_«„H«, GREEN

February, 1959 issue of Derbyshire Miscellany briefly introduced 
interesting problems of the intermingled parishes of Derbyshire and 
Leicestershire, and the various detached parts of some parishes.
Further information regarding these complicated land occupancy features 
is to be found in old County Agriculture Reports (l).

Amongst other unsuspected divided parishes it reveals that Castle 
Donington in Leicestershire at one time had a detached portion in 
Derbyshire. This was the strange little parish of Derby Hills, near 
to Calke and Melbourne. The present article supplies some information 
about this matter, and should be of interest to Derbyshire historians 
as it touches on a by-way of Agrarian History upon which more study is 
needed - the shortage of common grazing lands in Midlands parishes.(2)

Derby Hills now lies in ordinary enclosed farms and the extent of 
the Civil Parish is 323 acres. It is from G to 8 miles away from 
Castle Donington. Nicholls "History of Leicestershire" (circa 1800) 
confirms what Farey's list of detached parts shows. Derby Hills at 
that time and for a long time earlier "was parcel of the Manor of 
Castle Donington, in the counties+<af Leicester and Derby". Castle 
Donington is somewhat peculiar in having required 3 separate Enclosure 
Acts. The first in 1737 does not directly mention Derby Hills but it 
has some relevance to this matter for it describes the difficulties of 
securing sufficient pasture grazing. "...and the said pastures were 
not sufficient to support and maintain so large and numerous stock of 
horses and beasts (49l) but that the same were eaten up early in the 
summer so that little or nothing remained for the keep of so large a 
flock for the great part of the time they were so depastured, many of 
them were almost starved and forced to live chiefly on water, which 
occasioned distempers among the cattle and frequently death: and many
of the sheep from being too numerous (4705) often died of hunger."

This shortage of pasture may be thought peculiar for Castle 
Donington parish is 3,839 acres (including water) in extent even when 
Derby Hills is excluded. However, a large parcel - Donington Park - 
was in private hands. River Cliff and osier beds and spinneys took a 
lot of land. The Castle, borough and township occupied much. The 
open field system was still in full swing and the fallowing of one third 
(it was a three field system) made it necessary to maintain a great deal 
of ground in arable working. Moreover, much of the parish is flood 
meadows, often under water, and' .the herbage tending to be reedy and rank. 
This enclosure Act recorded the acreage of open and common pasture as 
490 acres - obviously insufficient for the great mass of livestock. 
Whether Derby Hills fell in this limited acreage is not at all clear.


