Vol 4

"DERBYSHIRI

L4

MISCELLANY"

THE LOCAL HISTORY BULLETIN
OF THE
DERBYSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY



CONTENTS

St. John's Church, Bridge Street, Derby
by F.W. Fisher

The Post Office at Derby 1837-1839
by Samuel Simpson

School Books
by Robert Thornhill

Philip Kinder
by E.B. Thomas

Derbyshire Lead Miners' Dish
by Nellie Kirkham

Section News
otes and Queries

Recent Publications

Page No.

57

60

84

99

110
116
117

119




- Db -

DERBYSHIRE MISCELLANY

Vol.IV No,2 October 1967

Editorial

The production of the Miscellany has depended for the last
twelve years on the voluntary labours of a group of dedicated
members. This issue is to be duplicated by an outside firm and
in order to meet the increased cost it is hoped that sales will
increase. Members could help greatly by recruiting new
subscribers. '

With great changes taking place in Derby recently it is vital
to record facts about the old town. Information about the S5+t.
Alkmund's area will be welcomed. St. John's Church, Bridge
Street, with its impressive cast iron windows still stands in an
area of demolition and Mr. F.'. Fisher has written about its
early days.

Two other articles deal with nineteenth century Derbyshire.
Mr. Samuel Simpson's studies of the postal services are much
appreciated. In this issue he gives some details about the
removal of Derby Post Office from Queen Street to the Corn Market.

The school books studied by Mr. Robert Thornhill give a
picture of a stern parent resembling lMr. Barrett of Wimpole
Street. The books throw an interesting sidelight on teaching
methods of the time.

Mr. E.B. Thomas's investigations have produced much
information about the family and background of Philip Kinder,
best known to us for his mid-seventeenth century notes on
Derbyshire's history.

We are glad to have another article from Miss Nellie Kirkham,
this time about the unique Lead-Ore Dish in the Moot Hall,
Wirksworth., :

Extracts from William Bamford's Diary and from J.A.
Stevenson's Journal will be continued in the next issue when
the Industrial Notes will also be resumed.
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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, BRIDGE STREET, DERBY

by

F. N. Fisher

With the spread of the suburbs of our old towns new churches are
needed urgently, and as the central parts of these towns arc ziven over
increasingly to offices, shops and warechouses it will be the fate of some
of our older churches to become redundant. This situation can well be
seen in old cities such as Londen, Yorik and Norwich:=2nd now it has arisen
in Derby. The churches of St. Werburgh, St. Andrew and St. Anne all face
demolition. The parish of St. Andrews will be united with that of Holy
Trinity, and that of St. Anne's with St. John's in Bridsc Street.

St. Alkmund's has been demolished, but for a different reason, namely road
widening, and in this case a new church is to be built further from the
town centre.

A similar situation prevailed at the beginning of the last century.
The rapid increase in the population necessitated more churches, and as it
was a ncationul problem the government passed the Church Building Act of
1818 which authorised the expenditure of one million pounds to that end.
This sum was added to as the years went by, and in all, some 214 new churches

_ were built - later to become known as Waterloo or Comiissioner churchos.

In October 1818 the Office of Works Architects, John Nash, Sir John Soane
and Robert Smirke, and the Commissioners of the "Million" agreed on a
maximum of £20,000 per church.

At this time Derby had a population of nearly 20,000 in its five
parishes. St. Werburgt s Parish with a population of 5,315 was the largest
and this no doubt prompted Bishop Ryder of Lichfield to write to the then
incumbent intimating that a new church should be built in the parish to
accommodate 1200 people with 650 free sittings. A public meeting was
accordingly held in the Guildhall on 29th January 1825. Many points of
view were aired and it was agreed in principle that' a new church should be
built, provided that a further sum could be raised to pay for future
repairs so that such a burden should not fall on the parishioners or ratepayers
in general., This clause was not acceptable to the Bishop who felt that an
application for a grant with this condition imposed: would be unavailing.
The vicar then called a meeting of churchmen and it was decided to go ahead
with the building of a new church, the cost of which was to be met by
subscriptions and with the help of a grant from the: Cummissioners.

A site in Bridge Street adjoining the Markeaton Brook was chosen and
Francis Goodwin was appointed architect. Goodwin (1784—1835) was, in 1818,
a clerk in the office of John Walters who was the architect of a church in
Stepney then building and eligible for a grant from the "Million". He
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r'rote to Sir John Soane stating that although Walters was the appointed
architect he, Goodwin, "....had the honour to make the design, and to
superintend the Building hitherto.....". He went on to beg Soane to recommend
him to other places building churches. The Commissioners, however, decided
to allow the parishes concerned to make their own appointments. Undeterred,
Goodwin then proceeded to ingratiate himself with the local authorities. On
hearing that a church was to be built he sent them attractive designs and
attempted to undercut his rivals. By these methods he soon had a long string
of commissions which included churches in Birmingham, West Bromwich, Ashton-
under-Lyne, Belper and Kidderminster. The Commissioners by now had decided
that he, with other architects, had far too many church buildings to supervise
effectively, and brought in a ruling that no architect should have more than
six churches building at one time. Goodwin was forced to shed several
appointments including Belper. This latter church was éventually built by
Matthew Habershon who also designed the new Town Hall at Derby. Goodwin did
not yield without a struggle and attempted to get other architects to use his
designs, passing them as their own. Matbvers, however, did not go smoothly
for him, and he had frequent troubles with these:nominees and he was often at
variance with the Commissioners.

Nevertheless Goodwin continued his architectural career and his commissions
included, as well as many churches, the Town Hall at Manchester. He was, as
we have seen, appointed architect to the new church of St. John's. The laying
of the foundation stone in 1826 was an imposing ceremony and preceeded by a
grand procession from the Town Hall to the site.

The order of thc procession was as follows:-

Six constables abreast

Parish clerk and beadles, four abreast

Firemen of St. Werburgh's, four abreast

Female children of the National Sunday School, six: abreast

Choristers, two abreast

Band of the Yeomanry Cavalry

Mace bearers

The Mayor and Corporation

Clerk of the Works

Bricklayers, with white aprons and trowels

Masons with levels and mallets ‘

Contractor for the carpenters' and joiners' work, :and his men

Contractor for the plumbers' and glaziers' work /with saws

Contractors for the plasterers' work '

Contractors for the painters' work

Ironfounder, brearing the brass plate with the in8eripbtion-

Contractor for the masons' work, bearing the silve® trowel on a
/velvet cushion

Mr. Child, secretary of the committee, carrying glése vase
/with ceinn

Mr. Goodwin the architect, with plans of the churck.
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The Hon and Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of the Diocese

The Clergy in their gowns, four abreast

The chairman of the committee, Sir Robert Wilmot, Bart.

The committee, four abreast, with white wands

The subscribers, and gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood,
‘ /four abreast.

Firemen, six abreast.

Bishop Ryder duly laid the foundation stone and it was he who, on
19th August 1828, consecrated the new church. The design is unusual with
its four corner turrects - rather like an inverted stool. It has also
been likened to King's College Chapcel, Cambridge!  These corner turrets
were evidently a favourite motif of Goodwin's, as other churches by him,
notably St. Philip's, Stepney, now demolished, and Holy Trinity,
Bordersley, Birmingham, were likewise embellished. According to the
illustration. in Glover, II Part I, 492, the turrets on St. John's were
originally capped by cupolas surmounted by crosses.

The total cost was between £7,500 and £8,000, towards which the
Commissioners made a grant of £2,547. The contractor was Thomas Cooper.
Messrs. Bridgart were the joiners, William Horsley did the plumbing and
glazing, Messrs. Whitehecad, Glover and Co. the ironwork, William Searle the
plastering and Messrs. Welsh the painting. The whole work was under the
direction of Thomas Mason. ,

- The ceremony on 19th August 1828 must have indeed been impressive, for
this was the first church built in Derby since the six churches mentioned
in Domesday. At first it was a chapelry of St. Werburgh's, tut it attained
parochial status in 1870. In the following year, 1871, an enlarged vestry
was built, and an apsidal charel added to the east end. The church,
generally speaking, is unaltered to this day.

Both before and during the building of St. Johﬂ's, Goodwin was engaged
on another building in Derby. This was the new gaol in Vernon Street, which
was completed in 1828. His later career was full of achievement, although
he was dogged by financial troubles to the end, no doubt accentuated by a
large and ailing family. Two of his publications were "Domestic Architecture"
and "Rural Architecture". His designs for the new Houses of Parliament was
judged the best design, and he was engaged in preparing the plans when he
died, on 30th August 1835. Despite his large practice he died a comparatively
‘poor men, leaving under £1,000.

References

Bibliography - Derby Churches 0ld@ and New, C. J. Payne.
Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, Vol.l.
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THE POST C(FFICE AT DERBY 1837-1839

by

Sarmmel Simpson

Housed in the Records room in the Headquarters building at the General
Post Office, London, is a collection of letters and internal official
correspondence relating to the Post Office at Derby, during its existence
in the Corn Market between 1839 and 1869.

The documents not only cover an important period in local history, but
shed light on the delicate negotiations between the Postal Authorities and
the owners of the building to be constructed for use as a Post Office. Some
extracts from this correspondence follow.

MEMORTIAL. OF MERCHANTS OF DERBY 31st MAY 1837

T0 THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE EARL OF LICHFIELD, POSTIASTER GENERAL, etc.

The MEMORIAL of the undersigned Bankers, Merchants, Traders, and other
Inhabitants of the Borough of Derby.

HUMBLY SHEWETH

THAT the residence of the Postmaster of this Borough, with the Office
attached thercto, is situate at the northwardly end of the Queen Street, at
a distance of fully a quarter of a mile from the Market Place, in and near to
which are the Town Hall and Offices of the lMunicipal Authorities, the Banking
Offices, the Offices of several of the leading Solicitors, and the Warehouses,
shops and Countinghouses of many of the Principal wholesale and retail Tradesmen.

That the said Post Office is more than one third of a mile from the
centre of the Town, and nearly a mile from several considerable manufactories
situate at the southwardly and eastwardly sides of the Town, on which sides
also the principal increase of buildings for manufacturing and other purposes
is constantly taking place.

That the Canals and Wharfs, and the Warechouses attached thereto are
situate at the southwardly and castwardly sides of the Town; and that the
stations which have been fixed upon for the "Derby and Birmingham", the
"North Midland", and the "Midland Counties" Railways, are likewise at the
castwardly and southwestwardly sides of the Town, and remote from the present
Post Office. :

That the situation of the present Post Office is such as to require that
His Majesty's Mails should pass through several narrow and crowded thoroughfares,
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which is attended, especially on the days on which Markets and Fairs are
held, with considerable danger to the safety, and lives of the persons
frequenting the same, owing to the speed at which the coaches are
necessarily driven; and several serious accidents have already occurred
in consequence. ?
!

That a Company has recently been formed in Derby, under the title of
"The Athenaeum Company" for the purpose of erecting jan ATHENAEUM and making
other public improvements; and that the said Company has purchased a site
on which to erect the same, situate in the Corn Market: =nd further that
the said Company is willing and desirous, if your Lordship's permission be
obtained for the removal of the Post Office thereunto, to crect a building
of a handsome architectural character, suitable for a Post Office, and for
the residence of the Postmaster; and to let the same, on lease or otherwise,
at a moderate rent. j

That the said site is as nearly as possible in the centre of the Borough,
very near to the Market Place, in the midst of the principal business parts,
and in one of the widest streets of the Town, and close to the junction of
three of the principal roads by which all coaches must necessarily pass in
going through it; that it is directly opposite to an opening through which
it is contemplated to carry a new street, to communicate by the shortest
possible route, with the Railway Stations before referred to; and that it
offers in all respects the most eligible situation for a Post Office, whether
considered with reference to the present or future convenience of the
Inhabitants, or to the facilitiecs it affords for the access of all the Mail
coaches, without their having occasion to pass through any of the crowded
thoroughfares before mentioned, and as regards the Manchester lMail, saving
a distance of about eight hundred yards.

That, for the reasons hereinbefore statcd, your Memorialists respectfully
petition your Lordship that you would be pleased to authorize and direct the
removal of the Post Office to the building herein proposed to be erccted, as
soon as the same can be prepared for the reception of the Postmaster.

Wm. Leaper Newton, Mayor, Jos. Strutt, J.P. R. F. Forester, J.P.,

Wm. Jeffery Lockett, J.P., Geo Eyre, W. Eaton Mousley, Thomas Cox J.C.,
William Evans, J.P., Mousleigh Barber, Simpson & Frear, Frs. Jessopp, Aldn.,
J. Curzon, Cox Brothers Ltd., Thos. Bent J.P., Saml Fox Jun., Thos.
Bridgett & Co., Henry Mozley & Sons, Wright & Baker, W. Cox Sons & Co.,
J. & C. S. Peet, John Drewry, James Heygate M.D., Thos. Cooper J.C.,

The Derby and Derbyshire Bank, Robert Ronald, Man., Jn. Moss T.C., Radford
and Jessopp, Cranss Humpstone Haywood, Cox Haden & Pountain, -Sandars &
Clarke, Gamble & Bridgen, Mozley & Flack, Simpson Turner & Co., Birch &
Eaton, John Bruckfield, J. Gamble, J. Bingham, John Wright T.C., _
Richard Dix, Henry Gisborne, John Sandars A1din, Matw. Gamble, Thos.
Hackett, James Storer, Thos. Storer & Son, Weatherhead Walters & Co.
Thos. Darby & Sons, Turner & Shaw, Wm. Stevenson, Geo. Wallis, Richard
Boden, John Corden, W, & W. Pike, J. H, Wright, Jonathan Massey,




62~

Elijah Masscy, Charles Holbrooke, J. Gawthorne, Jos. Sale, T. Campbell,
Charles M. Lowe, John Huish, Thomn~s Burroughs, Jas. Storcr Jun. Thos,
Harwood, Chas. Simpson, Robt. Bennett, Wm. Williamson, Edwd. Trufford,

Wm, Bemrose, William Gibson, John Wright, S. W. Cox, S. G. Smith,

G. H. R. Cox, Nicks. Heath, Thos. Cooper T.C., Wm. Taylor, Thomas Boden,
Thos. Wilkins, H. J. Welch, J. Porter, Thomes Richardson, Robt. Pegg & Co.,
S. J. Wright Aldn., Robert Longdon T.C., George Hood T.C., John Adin,
Sandars Haywood, Jn. Steer, Bakewell & Son, John Hackett & Son, Robt.
Moseley, Bretnor & Swamnwick, John H. Cock, T.C., Josh. Chadfield,

J, Dunnicliffe T.C., Frans. Severne, Thomas Tunnaley Jun., John Williamscn,
Williams & Co., J. Radford, William Sale, Whiston & Son, Saml. Lowe,
Charles Btches & Sons, Wm. V. John Richardson, John & William Goodale,

Robert Robinson, Thomas Briggs, Wm. Sloane, Nath. Holmes, Samuel Watson,

H. Winter, William Gadsby, Peach & Moore, Herbt. & Alfd. Holmes, Dagley &
Smith, Alfred Furniss, John & Thos. Robinson, Hall & Goodwin, DMason &

Sons, John Bromley, Charles Dewe for Dewe & Fox, J. Gascoyne & Son,

Ralph Frost, John Johnson Aldn., William M. Cooper, Jerh. Greatorex,

Josh. Smith, Hunt & Son, Saml Willder, Willm. Jerram, Thomas Goodwin T.C.,
William Cole, John Glover, George Fritche, Wm. Moore Wooler, Thos Wright T.C.,
James Daulby, Francis Sandars & Son, Geo Wild, Henry Mackenzie, J. Mason

& Son, Thomas Earp, Thomas Eyre, Richard Bryer, for I. Mott W. Malin,
Joseph Brookhouse, Wolstan Roberts, John Keeling & Son, Rowland A. Brearey,
J. Goodale, Robt. Forman, H. D. Severne, Boden & Morley, James Hollingworth,
Robert Bromley, Wm. Borough, Thos. W. Walton.

FROM G. J. KARSTADT TO THE POSTMASTER GENERAL,
Sheffield, 10th October 1837
Sir,

I beg leave to return the mrmorial to my Lord the Postmaster General
from Derby proposing that the Post Office in that town may be removed to a new
suite of buildings intended to be erected in the Corn Market, and in which it
is proposed to provide a suitable accommodation for a Post Office and a
residence for the Postmaster.

I inspected the site some time since, but deferred my Report in the
hope that the arrangements for the proposed building might in the interim be
8o far advanced as to enable some definite terms to be proposed to the
Postmaster, and which might at the same time be submitted to the Postmaster
General's consideration; matters however do not appear to be yet in a state
for that purpose, and it seems better therefore not further to delay the
return of the Memorial.

It certainly appears to me that the proposed site is scarecely more
central to the Town at large than the present Office, being I conceive quite
as near the Southern extremity of the Town, as the present Office is near the
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Northern. I think it right to say this much on the point, in anticipation
of any objections which may possibly be made by the Manufacturers and others
in the vicinity of the present Office, who no doubt would prefer its
continuing where it is; in all other respects however the proposed site
appears to me far preferable to the present. Tty proximity to the Market
Place, Corn Market, Public Buildings, proposed Railway Stations, and also
the better access for Carriages are all in favour |of the new Site, and the
approval of it by so many of the principal Inhabltants as have signed the
Memorial seems a strong sanction of the measure. j On the other hand no
dissent has yet been expressed although some months have elapsed since the
plan was first announced.

The Postmaster is perfectly willing to conform to the arrangement if
approved by the Postmaster General, but it is right to explain that as the
house in which he now resides and where the Office has been for many years,
is his own, the removal is not desirable to him, but rather a personal
inconvenience and sacrifice, he does not however wnsh to urge this as any
objection or obstacle, but he hopes it will be com51dered only reasonable
that as the removal is not for his own purposes the proprietors of the
proposed Buildings should bear him harmless in regard to any expence or loss
which he may sustain by the removal, and also on the point of rent.

I submit also that some provision should be made that the Office, being
once in the hands of the Company, a future Postmaster may not be compelled
to take it on their own terms. I notice this as/ it is to be presumed that
one of the objects of the Company in investing their money is to produce
the best return they can for it, and there is no gertainty that future
proprietors may be so liberally disposed as the present.

I am Sir, Your most Obedient humble Servant,

G. J. Karstadt

T. P, BAINBRIGGE, POSTMASTER, DERBY TO G. J. KARSTADT, SHEFFIELD
Post Office, Derby, February 2nd 1838
My dear Sir,

I wish to ask you how you would advise me to act, with respect to my
giving a final answer, to the Building Committee, as to fixing the Rent for
the new Post Office. They tell me I must pay eighty pounds per annum.

I offer to give them that Rent, providing they find me a coach house and
stable, which I have in my present house, or I will give them sixty-five
pounds a year, and find one myself; otherw1se, I should be in a worse
situation than I am at present, being minus that accommodation. Or I
offer, whatever Rent I get for my own house to give them on their finding
me a Gig house and Stable; surely this must be a fair offer? especially
when it is taken into consideration the expense that will inevitably fall
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upon me, in putting my present house in proper repair and order for a Tenant,
besides the very probable loss of Rent in not being able to get a Tenant the
moment I leave mine. But besides all this, they use what I consider very
improper means to induce me to accept of their terms, by telling me that they
would by all events, advise me to give the Rent, as if I decline, I make
the Town my enemies, and by accepting, they would become my friends.

You must be perfectly aware, that without some private Income, it would
be impossible for any future Postmaster to pay the Rent of eighty pounds a
year, out of the Salary and Emoluments of this Office; therefore, in coming
to any decision, as to terms, I must beg to throw myself upon the protection
of my Lord, the Postmaster General, through your kindness, wishing entirely
to leave the management of this business in your hands; otherwise I shall
be obliged to submit to whatever conditions they chose to lay upon me, as
I am not able of myself to cope with the Public in this matter.

I hear a general Meeting of the Froprietors of the New Buildings is to
be held on Saturday the 10th Inst., prior to advertising for Contracts,
therefore they will require a positive decision on my part, whether I will
give the Rent or not,; as otherwise they will turn the Office part of the
Buildings for other purposes.

If I cannot see you, on or beforc that day, I hope you will allow me to
tell the Meeting that I leave the whole matter of Rent entirely in your
hands, promising to abide by any decision you may come to with them. I
feel sure they would hear reason from you, which they would not from me.

I only demand justice, and, (according to the Letter of my Lord, the Post-
master Generalg that I may be borne Barmless as to expense, or acceeding
to the wishes of the Public, in moving from my own present dwelling.

You will perceive, since my letter to you on this subject, I have
advanced fifteen pounds per annum to my original offer of fifty, hoping by
that concession to meet them half way, but to no effect.

They tell me the New Post Office will be worth one hundred a year and
they consider they give me up twenty, by letting me have it for eighty.

I shall be very anxious to hear from you on this subject as soon as
possible. Believe me, My dear Sir,; Yours very Truly, |
T. P. Bainbrigge, Postmaster. |
G. J. Karstadt Esq.,
G.P.0., Sheffield , |

Copies of Resolutions passed at a General Meeting of the Athenaeum
Society held at the Town Hall, Derby, February 10th, 1838.
(Joseph Strutt Esq. in the Chair)
"That the Building proposed to be erected for the Post Office would in
all probability let for £120 a year for other purposcs; but that in order
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to secure the advantage of having the Post Office ih that situation:-
o
"Resolve that it be offered to the present Post Master for £80 =
year, and that not a less sum than £80 a year be accepted, and that
Mr. Bainbrigge have until the 24th day of February to consider the same and
give an answer to the Committee.”

"Resolved that the Committee be authorised to icontract with Mr. Cooper
for the erection of the Buildings on the proposed plan with such alterations
of details as they may think expedient; but that, as to the Building
designed for a Post Office, if Mr. Bainbrigge shall not on or before the
26th day of February intimate his assent to take this £80 a year, the
Building be appropriated to such other purposes as the Committee shall
think fit." ‘

J. N. Kahrs., Hon. Sec.

Post Office, Derby, Feby. 12th 1838
My dear Sir,

On Saturday I attended the General Mecting of the Proprietors of the
Building Socicty, ~nd tried, to the best of my ability to associate my
cause, for a reduction of the Rent for the new Post Officc, but self interest,
being in the case, I had very unwilling hearers, and consequently very partial
judges. I was told, as plain as words could speak, that if I allowed this
opportunity to pass, I should repent it, that I shduld never be allowed to
remain with the Office at my present dwelling, th~ot not only the Town, but
the Corporation would petition, till they obliged me to move, and then where
would I get a house, either in the Market Place or Corn Market, at so
moderate a Rent as eighty pounds a year. To support my arguments, I
desired the Secretary to read to the Meeting the Secretary's letter of the
14th October, and yours of the 6th of this month, but they would not so much
as notice either of them, by a single remark, but Appenred more decided than
ever in their determination not to lower the Rent, nand to end the Business,
came to a Resolution, that the new house and Post Office was to be offered
to me at the Rent of Eighty Pounds a year, and allowing me, till the 24th of
this month to return a positive answer. I called to their remembrance
that there were other things to be settled, besides the Rent, and read them
a copy of my first proposal to the Building Committee dated 17th Octr. (a
copy of which I sent you) wherein I stated I should expect One Hundred Pounds
to cover all my expences, and losses on moving, and to have the new Office
fitted up, at the expence of the Town. This, they said, as a Society, they
had nothing to do with; but if I would say I would give the full Rent
required, they, as individuals of the Town, would do their utmost to raise me
by subscription the Hundred Pounds; but as for fitting up the Office, I
ought to do it myself out of that sum.

I now solicite, my dear Sir, your advice and good offices in this
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affair, hoping you will kindly interest my Lord the Postmaster General in
my behalf.

I plainly perceive I must give the Rent they require, or I shall raise
a hornets nest about me, and think myself fortunate they have limited the
Rent to Eighty, for had it been even much higher, I feel sure for peace and
quietness sake, I must ultimately given whatever they demanded; therefore,
if it meets with your approval, I propose to return them an answer, that I
will give them the Rent, providing the To'm pay me one hundred pounds, to
cover all my expenses in removing, and fifty pounds to enable me to fit up
the new Office in a proper manner, or to fit it up themselves to my entire
satisfaction.

Hoping to hear from you, prior to my giving my final answer to the
Resolution, (as before alluded to).
I remain,
My dear Sir,
Yours very truly,
T. P. Bainbrigge,
POSTMASTER.

Would it be advisable to refer them to you for their answer?

G. J. Karstadt, Esq.,
G,P.0., Sheffield.

Sheffield, 13th Feby. 1838.
Sir,

Referring to the correspondence in October last respecting the proposed
removal of the Post Office at Derby, a measure which his Lordship the
Postmaster General was pleased to sanction on a memorial from the Town, I
beg now to submit two letters I have received from the Postmaster on the
subject, which altho. not strictly official will show better perhaps than in
any other manner, the difficulty in which he is placed by the terms demanded
for the new Premises which are to include a Residence. £80 per Annum is
demanded and which the Postmaster is at length disposed to accede to, rather
than incur the ill will of the Town; but he requires to be indemnified for
his expenses in quitting his present house and removing to a new one; also
that the new Office be fitted up for him or that he have an allowance for
doing it himself; and this he conceives to be in accordance with his
Lordship's opinion conveyed in your letter of the 14th of October last,
that "it is only fair and just that the Postmaster should be protected from
any loss or injury" on the occasion: & point which it appears the Committee
are not disposed to come to any arrangement upon. I have hitherto conveyed
to the Postmaster my impression that the terms hould be a matter of private
agreement, but under the present circumstances it seems necessary to request
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your instructions as to what may be officially exﬁected of him in this case.

I would venture further to notice that £80 pér Annum would be a high
rent for a Postmaster of Derby to pay, who had nof{ a private income to
assist, which a future Postmaster might not have.

I an Sir,
Your most obedient
faithful Servant,
G. J. Karstadt.
Lt. Colonel Maberly.

TREASURY TO THE POSTMASTER GENERAL
"My .Lord,

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury having had under
consideration your Lordship's letter of the 1st Inst., enclosing copies of
. a correspondence on the Subject of a proposition made by the Athenaeum
Society at Derby to provide suitable premises for the Office and residence
of the Postmaster in a convenient part of the Town, where they are carrying
on other public improvements.

I am commanded to acquaint your Lordship that previous to settling
finally any arrangements respecting the Post Office at Derby, my Lords
consider that the best mode should be adopted of ¢btaining the opinion of
the Inhabitants, how far the removal to the proposed Site would contribute
to- the general convenience of the Pl-ce. That my Lords apprehend that as
“the Town Council of the Borough may be supposed best to represent the
general Interest & opinions of the Town, a communication should be made to
them, as in the case of Liverpool, and they should be requested to give
their opinion as to the eligability of the proposed removal, and My Lords
are therefore pleased to request, that your Lordship will communicate with
the Mayor of Derby accordingly. With respect to:the case of the Postmaster,
¥y Lords are not prepared to sanction the Principle, that a Postmaster who
removes on account of the Superior Elegibility of other premises to those
which he at present occupies, has n claim to compensation.

In the present case My Lords observe from the documents transmitted
by your Lordship that the amount of £80 per annum: is considered higher than
would be paid for the House of a Postmaster at Derby, and on this ground as
the Postmaster would, if the arrangement is carried into effect, be
compelled for the Public Service to pay a higher Rent than would be necessary,
My Lords would not object to an increase of the Salary of the Office if your
Lordship should upon consideration be of opinion that the Postmaster's
present Emoluments are not sufficient remuneration after the increased Rent
has been paid.
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My Lords have to request your Lordship's attention to this point,
and desire to be favoured with your opinion together with the amount of
Salary received by the Postmaster of Derby and such other 1nformat10n as
may enable this Board to come to a decision on the Subject.

I am at the same time to add that My Lords consider that the house
should be taken on a long Lease, and in such way, as may secure the Premises
to any future Postmaster of Derby.

I am,
My Lord,
Your Lordship's
most obedt. Servt.
Treasury Chambers,
9th March, 1838.

Treasury Note March 9th 1838
To the Postmaster General,

In conformity with this direction I have taken upon me to write to. the
Mayor of Derby stating that is the wish of the Treasury to learn thro' the
Town Council of the Town of Derby which Body their Lordships consider the
best means assessing the sentiments of the Inhabitants, whether they then
desire that the premises in question shall be enjoyed as a Post Office, in
which case their Lordships will take the subject into consideration, and I
have sent a copy of this letter to Mr. Karstadt confidentially, and directed
him to furnish me with the necessary particulars respecting the Postmaster's
salary, and to acquaint the Athenaeum Society that it is considered desirsble
to have an expression of the Statements of the Town on the removal of the
Post Office, thro' the Town Council.

Note 19th March 1838
G. Karstadt, Esq.

Inform Mr. Karstadt that it is intended to give all the Postmasters
compensation for the loss of pence on local letters, taking their former
‘return of the amount as the guide for fixing that compensation; that I
send him the Postmaster of Derby's return by which he will see that he
makes the value of this perquisite £54. 15. O only, and I presume he,

Mr. Karstadt, has been led into a mistake by including also the profit
acruing from the pence of letters received at the General Post for places
beyond the free delivery, and which are presumed to be still the perquisite
of the Fostmaster. Add that with respect to the removal of the Office it
appears to me that £50 might fairly be taken as the Rent which any Postmaster
of Derby might be expected to incur for a house and Office, and that of the
difference between that Sum and the Rent demanded for the new Premises*(BO)
be allowed, it would be a fair mode of meeting the present case, stipulating




60~

that the fittings up of the new Office shall be undertaken by the Town
Committee, As it seems to be the enclosed return, that the present
Postmaster estimates this due of his Residence at £80 a year the plan
proposed would be quite applicable to his case, and with respect to any
further appointment, if it should at the time be found that the Salary
would not admit of a further reduction than £50 for Rent, the difference
could be made up in the shape of increased Salary, if it should be decided
- that the new Premises are to be engaged on the terms offered by the Society,
. which I think very desirable in order that we may secure a suitable Office
in a fixed and permanent situation. : ' ‘

Barnsley; 14th March, 183%8.
Sir,

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th
Inst. on the proposition made by the Athenacum Company at Derby to provide
suitable Premises for the Office and Residence of the Postmaster in a
convenient part of the Town, and I have in pursuance of your directions
apprized the Company of the communication made to the Mayor of Derby, with
the object of obtaining an expression of the sentiments of the Town upon the
subject through the Town Council. As the measure has already been supported
by a general Memorial from the Town, I conceive it is probable the Town Council
will adopt it in their Official capacity. ‘

With reference to the question as to the sufficiency or otherwise of
the Official Income of the Postmaster of Derby to pay the proposed Rent of
£80 per annum, I beg to enclose an abstract of the Return of Income and
Disbursements made by him last year, and which I believe to be a perfectly
fair statement. You will perceive that the Rent of the Office (as part of
his house) is there charged £25 per annum, and with this deduction the net
Income of the Office was then £263 per annum, of which however only £130
was Salary from the Revenue, the residue being made up of Perquisites of
uncertain duration.

Since that period the portion consisting of Penny Letters, and amounting
to £83 per annum has been taken into the Revenue, reducing the present net
Income to £180 per annum. I believe it is proposed to grant compensation
for the loss of this Perquisite, and the question of the sufficiency or
insufficiency of the Income of the Office is so blended with that of the
addition it may be decided to give as compensation, that it seems difficult
to separate them, and it might be desirable to take the present opportunity
of the Derby Salary being under consideration to settle both. T would
therefore merely add that as in the forgoing estimate, the Office Rent is
only charged as £25 per annum, the question would seem to be whether the
present Income of the Office, including what it may be thought right to
grant as Compensation for Perquisites, would bear the additional charge of
£55 per annum required to moke up the proposed rent of £80.
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I would, however, venture further to notice that there is a peculiarity
in the proposed arrangement, namely the providing a permanent and specific
Residence for the Postmaster, and that of a rather superior Class, which may
lead to difficulty under the present system in regard to Country Post Offices,
from the uncertainty as to what may be the situation in life and circumstances
of the Individual who may hold the Office, and from the Official remuneration
not being generally sufficient to maintain a family independent of other
pursuits, and which consequently Postmasters are allowed to follow.

In the case of the present Postmaster of Derby the difficulty is in a
measure obviated by the fact of his having no other pursuit to interfere
with his removal and his already inhabiting a house of the same superior class
as that proposed to be built, and which, with the aid of his private income
he is enabled to maintain. The inconvenience and probable loss %o the present
Postmaster is therefore principally in being required to quit a House which
is his own, with the risk of not finding a tenant for it, and the positive
Expense of removal and fitting up the new one, and it is against this
principally that he seeks to be indemnified. A future Postmaster, however,
may be in Trade, or have other occupations, which might render a change of
Residence a great sacrifice, =nd possibly unnoscessary should it happen that
his actual Residence is in a suitable situation; or should he, on the other
hand, be a person having no other pursuits, he would be placed in the
occupation of 2 Residence, the expences of which, independently of Rent,
he might find beyond his means if he had no private resources.

I beg most respectfully to notice these points, and it will be best
Jjudged by the Postmaster General and yourself whether they are of sufficient
importance to weigh against the plan suggested of taking a long lease of the
Premises, and consequently making it compulsory on a future Postmaster to
occupy them. The only other case of this sort that has occurred in my
District was at Sheffield, where a Company subscribed to erect a handsome and
commodious Office in the High Street, with some adjoining Reading and
Commercial Rooms, which, however, did not comprize a Residence. The terms
which I arranged with the Partncr and under which the Postmaster General
was pleased to authorize the removal of the Office to the new Building, was
that the present Postmaster was to have them at the same Rent which he paid
for the Office he then occupied, which was £30 per annum, that he was to
occupy them during his continuance in Office only, and that on his decease
or rcmoval the Surveyor of the District or ncw Postmaster should be secured
in the occupation of them at the same Rent for twelve months, to afford time
for the latter to settle terms with the Proprietors for his own occupation,
or to mzke any other arrangements that might be desirable or necessary.

An agreement to this effect was entered into and the Premises are now
occupied on these terms.
I am, Sir,
Ycur most obedient
and faithful Servant,
G. J. Karstadt.
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TREASURY TO POSTMASTER GENERAL
Treasury Chambers,
6 June, 1838

My Lord,

I have laid before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury,
your Lordship's letter of the 9th Ult., enclosing copy of a communication
from the Mayor of Derby with copy of =2 Resolution of the Town Council
signifying their approval of the proposed recmoval of the Post Office in that
Town to the premises offered by the Athenacum Socisty; and I have it in
command from their Lorcships to acquaint you that my Lords will not object
to the arrangement proposed in your Lordship's lztisr of the 9th of March
last for the removal of the Post Office at Derby from its present situation
to the premises which have been offered by the Athenaecum Society at a rent
of £80 per annum, or to the allowance proposed by your Lordship to be made
to the present Post Master on account of such removal, ¥iz. The difference
between the rent of £30 per annum required by the Society for their
prremises, and the rent fairly chargeable on his present house, on the
understanding that such allowance will come under consideration in case of
a vacancy of the office, and not to be continued to: his successor without
the sanction of this Board. . '
I have the honouri to be

My Lord,

Your Lordship's obedient Servant,
A, G. Speorman

My Lord,

With reference to your Lordship's Letter of the 4th Inst., requesting
to be furnished with information comnected with the removal of the Post
Office at Derby, I have the honour to transmit Your Lordship the copy of a
Resolution entered into by the Town Council at thelr Quarterly Meetlng held
on Saturday last.

"Unanimously Resolved that that part of the Town where the Public
Improvements are now carrying on by the Athenaeum Society in Derby is the
most convenient situation for their Office and Residence of the Postmaster
and that when the Buildings are completed it is most desirable and eligible
that the Post Office should be removed there".
I have the Honour to be, My Lord,
Your Lordship's most obedient & humble Servant,

B.T. Belguy, (Town Clerk & Coroner)
Derby, May 8th 1838.
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NOTE A. G. Spearman _ 6 June 1838
To the Postmaster General,

The Lords of the Treesury having approved the arrangement recommenced
by your Lordship for the Derby Office, I propose, if you agree, to apprize
Mr. Karstadt of their decision and to request him to communicate with the
Athenaeum Society, and ascertain the longest period for which they will
grant a lease of the premises in question on the proposed terms.

28th June, 1838

By Indenture of this date made between The Several Persons whose names and
seals are thereunto subscribed and affixed (except Fdward Strutt of Derby
in the County of Derby Esq.: William Evans of Allestree in the same
County Esq., Osborne Bateman of Derby aforesaid Esquire, Thomas Bent of the
same place Esquire, M.D. and John Strutt of Belper in the said County of
Derby Bsquire) of the first part, and the said Bdward Strutt, William Bvans
Osborne Bateman, Thomas Bent and John Strutt of the second part.

After Reciting that the said seversl persons parties to those Presents
had agreed to form a Company or Society for the purpose of erecting
an Athenaeum Hotel and other buildings in Derby aforesaid.  Also
reciting that by an Indenture of Release bearing date the 27th day of
June, 18%8. In consideration of the sum of £4500, paid by the said
Edward Strutt, William Evans, Osborne Bateman, Thomas Bent, and John
Strutt, Certain Hereditaments situate in the Cornmarket, Derby, were
conveyed unto and to the use of the said Edward Strutt, William Evans
Osborne Bateman, Thomas Bent and John Strutt, their heirs and assigns
for ever.

And also reciting that the said sum of £4500 in the said in part
recited Indenture of Release expressed to be paid by the said Edward
Strutt, William Evans, Osborne Bateman, Thomas Bent and John Strutt,
as the consideration money for the purchase of the said hereditament
was paid out of the moneys of the said Society, and the Conveyance made
to the said last named persons by the same Indenture was made to them
as Trustees for the said parties to the now abstracting Indenture.

It was and is witnessed that the said several persons parties thereto Did
Covenant and agree to and with each other (amongst other things) as
follows (viz)

Clause 67

"That the s2id parties to these Presents of the second part, and the
future Trustees of the Society respectively, and their respective heirs
executors and administrators shall stand nnd be seized and possessed of the
estate funds and property of the Society for the time being vested in them
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respectively as Trustees for the said Society Upon Trust to convey lease
mortgage charge assign transfer pay apply and dispo¢se of the same and the
rents issues and profits interest dividends and annual produce thereof
respectively in such manmer as the Committee or the General meetings of the
Society (as the case may require) shall conformably to the duties and powers
imposed on or given to them respectively by these Presents or by virtue
hereof to be so imposed or given from time to time order or direcct in which
~mortgnges and charges respectively, full powers of Sale may be given And

" that upon the appointment of any new Trustee or Trustees, the Trust estates
funds and property shall be conveyed assigned and transferred so as that the
same may become vested in the Trustees for the time being and upon the
Investment or Purchase in the nnmes of the Trustees for the time being
(whether upon the appointment of any new Trustee or Trustees or othorwise)
of any estates funds or property of the Society the Committee sh2ll so far
as may appear to them as necessary or advisable cause to be prepared Deeds
of Declarntion of Trust of or concerning the same, and such Deeds shall
from time to time be executed by the Trustces”.

Clause 68

"That all Contracts Agreements Acts deeds Conveyance Charges Mortgages
Leases and Assurances which shall be made or entercd into or executed by

the Trustees or Trustee for the time being of the Society either before or
after the dissolution thereof shall be valid and effectunl and binding and
conclusive upon a2ll the Proprietors and holders for the time being of any
shares in the Capital of the Society =and their respective executors and
administrators and =11 persons cl~iming under them as fully and effectually
as if they had been respcctively parties to such Contracts Agreements Acts
deeds Conveyance Mortgages Charges Leases and Assurmnces and that the receipt
or receipts in writing of the Trustees or Trusteec for the time being for the
money to arise by means of any Sale or Sales or to:be taken up by way of
Mortgage or Charge or to proceed in any other manner from or in respect of
the estates funds or property of the Socicty for the time being vested in
such Trustoes or Truastes or from any disposition thercof or dealing therewith
shall offectually discharge the person or persons paying the same from such
money and from being answerable for the misapplication or nonapplication
thereof, and from being obliged to see the application thercof, or to

inquire into the necessity or propriety of any Sale Mortgage or Charge Lease
or any other Disposition or dealing or whether the same shall or maybe made
by the authority and direction of the Society or of the Committee or otherwise
under the directions or according to thc provisions herein contained, or the
true intent and meaning hercof, and no purchascr lortgagece Lessee or other
person taking such receipt or receipts shall be bound to ascertain that any
person or persons appearing to be and acting as a Trustee shall or may have
been duly appointed, or whether his Office shall have become vacant."
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ATHENAEUM SOCIETY TO POSTMASTER GENERAL
Derby. April 23rd 1839

My Lord,

In answer to an enquiry made by Mr. Karstadt who was yesterday examining
the new Post Office crected in Derby by the Athenaeum Society (who made a
considerable sacrifice of their own intercsts for the Public convenionce) I
am instructed to inform your Lordship that the Committec are authorized by
the Proprietors to let the Post Office (at eighty pounds a year) for a term
of seven years or any shorter terms.
I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship's most obedt.
Servant

I, N. Kalors. Hon. Sec.

The Rt. Hon. the Barl of Lichfield

N, Kalors Esq. April 25 1839
For the Post Master General,

Your Lordship will recollect that the principal ground upon which the
negotiation with the Proprietors of the Athenaeum was recommended and finally
assented to by the Treasury, was that the Post Office being once fixed in a
convenient and eligible Situation, it should not be subjected to change by
the appointment of a new Post Master or any other cause, - and the condition
distinctly 1laid down was, that the Premises here referred to, should only
"be taken on a long lease in such a way as may secure them to any future
Post Master of Derby"; see Mr. Baring's letter 9th March, 1838.

Under these circumstances I submit that Mr. Karstadt may be directed
to explain that unless the Proprietors are disposed to grant a lease of the
Premises in question for a term of not less than 30 years, Your Lordship
does not feel Yourself justified in proceeding further in the matter.
I presume it would not be at all expedient to enter into any arrangements
of the nature contemplated for so short a period as 7 years, at the
expiration of which the Public must either be left at the mercy of a private
company as to future terms or subjected to the expence and inconvenience
of further change.

If Your Lordship approve of this course I will acknowledge this
commmnication and refer Mr. Kalors to Mr. Karstadt who has hitherto conducted
the Negotiation.
26th April 1839.

Approved
Lichfield
27th April, 1839
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Leicester, 26th April, 1839
Sir,

In reference to the correspondence last year respecting the New
Post Office at Derby, I have since that period made various unsuccessful
attempts to obtain an answer to the enquiry as to the longest period for
which the Parties would grant a Lease for the Premises. When at Derby a
few days since, I had an interview with Mr. Johnson, a Managing Member of
the Committee on the Subject, who informed me that they had recently
passed a Resolution on that point, and he promised me that it should be
officially communicated in a few days. I understand they are not disposed
to grant a Lease for a longer period than 7 years; the Premises are
expected to be ready about Midsummer.
’ ' I am Sir,
Your most obedient
and Faithful Servant,
G. J. Karstadt

Sheffield,
9th May, 1839

Sir,

In obedience to your directions I apprized Mr. Kalors, the Honorary
Secretary of the Athenaeum Society at Derby, that unless the Propriectors
would be disposed to grant a lease for a term not less than 30 years, of
the Premises intended for a Post Office, His Lordship the Post Master
General would not feel justified in proceeding further in the matter, - and
I beg leave now to transmit an answer from Mr. Kalors, assenting to the
period, but requiring in that case a rent of £120 per Annum instead of £80
as originally proposed for 7 years.

I am,
Sir,
Your most obedient
: faithful Servant,
G. J. Karstadt

Lt. Colonel Maberly

P.S. It is presumed the expense of the fittings must be borne by the
Revenue.

G. Earstadt. Sheffield 9th May, 1839.
For the Post Master General,‘
I submit that copies of Mr. Kalor's letters of the 2%rd Ult. & 7th Inst.

should be forwarded to Treasury with a brief statement of circumstances as
they now stand, explaining that we have not been able to obtain an answer
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from the Proprietors of the Athenasum Buildings to the question put to them
in June last, until now; at the same time stating that the amount which

Your Lordship considers the Postmaster of Derby might fairly be called upon
to contribute in @id of Rent, should the Lords of the Treasury approve the
terms now offered by this Company, would be £50 a year. I would also Point
out that when the Premises in question were offered for £30 a year, they were
represented as being really worth £120 a year, the Athenacum Corpany having
professed their readiness to make a sacrifice for the Public accommodation of
the sum of £50 charged upon the Postmaster, reducing the expense to be incurred
by the Post Office to £30 a year was considered a fair amount, taking the -
sacrifice offered by the Company on the one hand, and the difference between
the Rent at present paid by the Postmaster, and that to which he would thus
become subject on the other.

The Lords of the Treasury will decide whether the offer of the Company
in either case, - viz. to receive £80 a year for 2 term of 7 years, or £130
a year for 30 years lease -~ shall be now accepted, and if the latter, the
expense to fall upon the Revenue would be £70 a year. The Company assert
that for the longer period the Premises are worth £150 a year.

13th May, 1839

Treasury
30th May, 1839
My Loxd,

With reference to your Lordship's Report of the 25th Inst., on the subject
of the removal of the Post Office at Derby, I am commanded by the Lords
Commissioners of their Majesty's Treasury to authorise you to accept the offer
of the Athenaeum Company for a Lease of their Premises for a Post Office at
Derby at a Rent of One Hundred and Twenty Pounds a year for Thirty Years.

Their Lordships also concur with your Lordship that as the Removal of
the Postmaster is directed for the Public Service, the expenses of the new
fittings and of the Postmaster's removal from his present Residence must be
borne by the Public.

I am, My Lords,
Your Lordship's very obedient Servant,
T. F. Baring

Treasury. T. F. Baring Esq.
For the Postmaster General,
I propose with your Lordship's approbation to Apprize Mr. Karstadt of

this decision, authorizing him to make the necessary communication to the
Proprietors of the Athenaeum and to the Postmaster of Derby on the subject,
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and informing him that the Postmaster will be called upon as part of this
arrangement to contribute £50 a year towards the propesed Ront of £120,
reducing the charge to fall upon the Revenue to £70 a year. lr. Karstadt
will of course, be directed to report further on the subject, as to the
period of removal, expense of fittings, for which an estimate must be
furnished, the preparation of the Lease, ctc.

1st June, 1839 Approved
Lichfield.
2nd June, 1839
Derby. July 23rd 1839
Sir,

I am directed by the Committee of the Athenaeum Society to acknowledge
Receipt of your letter of the 12th Inst. announcing the consent of the Lords
of the Treasury to accept a lease of the Post Office for the term of thirty
years at the annual rent of £130.

In reply to the other part of your letter I am instructed to inform
you that on the report of the Contractor the Committee expect that the
Building, completed as far as new houses usually are for occupation, the
Post Office being also substantinlly fitted up at the expense of the
Society, will be ready for the occupation of the Postmaster by about the
end of August, and that instructions shall forthwith be given to the
Secretary of the Society to prepare the Lease. To enable him to do so,
I will thank you to inform me what party or parties the Lords of the
Treasury will think fit to nominate as Lessees 6f the premises. You are
most likely aware of the usual rule that a Lease is preparcd by the Lessors
Solicitor at the expense of the Lessees.

‘ I am, Sir,
Your obedt. Servt.
J. N. Kahrs.
G. J. Karstadt Esq.,
Sheffield

Sheffield,
25th July, 1839

Sir,

I beg leave to enclose a letter I have just received from Mr. Kahrs,
the Secretary to the Athenaeum Society at Derby, stating that the new Post
Office in that Town is likely to be ready about the end of August, and
enquiring what "party or parties" are to be nominited as Lessees of the
Premises.
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Mr. Kahrs also proposes that the Lease shall be prepared by their own
Solicitor, which he states to be usual. I request you will have the
goodness to ennble me to answer Mr. Kahrs, and if his proposal be acceeded
to, that you will be plensed to furnish me with the name or names as
requested., I submit that at all events it will be necessary that the Draft
of the Lease should be considered by the Solicitor to the Department, and
I defer any suggestion of detail until I am aware of the terms of the Lease
the Society propose to grant.

I am, Sir,
Your most Obedient & Faithful
Servant,
G. J. Karstadt

Derby, 21st September, 1839
Sir,

I beg leave now to transmit the Draft of the proposed Lease for the
new Post Office at Derby, as prepared by the Solicitor to the Atenaecum
Company. As I conceived that some of the provisions might be questionable
I have seen the Secretary and a mrnaging Momber of the Committee on the
subject, with a view of obtaining explanations.

It appeared to me that the Clauses requiring the Tenant to insure the
Premises, and also to undertake all external repairs, were not generally
usunrl. The Gentlemen, however, whom I have referred to, assure me it is
customary in long Leases like the present. It appeared to me also that the
Clauses preventing any alteration of the Premises, and preventing any other
occupation than the business of the Post Office being carried on in them,
were too restrictive, and that the Postmaster General should at all events
have the power of making any alteration which might become necessary for
carrying on the Public Service, and also that it should rest with his Lordship
to decide what other occupation might or might not be allowed on the Premises,
a8 supposing a future Postmaster to be a professional Man, Mercant, etec.,
it might not perhaps be necessary to prevent his having an Office or Counting
House in that part of the building constituting his Dwelling House. I
believe the Committee will be disposed to agree to any amendment which the
Postmaster General may deem requisite on these points, or on others which
may occur to Mr. Peacock.

The premises, altho' professing to be ready at Michaelmas, are still
(now within a week of that period) in a very unfinished state. I am
assured, however, that they will be completely ready within a month, and of
course that the Rent will only commence with the Occupation.

It certainly is very desirable that the Derby Post Office should be
permanently fixed as soon as possible, not only as the reference to the
New Penny Pustage, but on account of the Town being the centre of 3 Railways,



two of which are now open. Owing however to the delay and uncertainty
which has altered the preparation of the Premises, the Pustmaster has been
prevented from making any arrangement to get his present Office & Residence
tenanted, and it does not at present appear how he is to be indemnified,

in case of an immedinte or very early removal.

It will also be necessary to decide in reference to the Taxes, Rates,
repairs, painting,-etc. stipulated to be borne by the Postmaster General,
whether the Postmaster is to pay mny share of it, or whether his contribution
of £50 per annum, is to cover every thing. It isiI believe understood that
the upper part of the Premises will constitute the 'Pustmaster's Dwelling
House.

I have arranged with the Company to undertake the fittings of the
- Office, so that there will be no expense at first under that head, but only
in keeping them in repair, and meking any additions which may hereafter be
necessary. These fittings, as far as T can judge, will be very good and
complete. I think, however, it will be nadviseable that at o proper time a
Professional Surveyor should inspect the whole Premises on the part of the
Postmaster General. ' ‘ '
I am, Sir,
Your most obedient =nd faithful Servant,
G. J. Karstadt

NOTES

——

The Postmaster General

I have sent the Draft of the Lease of the Derby Post Office to
Mr. Peacock for his Inspection report, =nd when it comes back, shall submit
it for your approval. With respect to the other points submitted by
Mr. Karstadt, it seems to me that £50 being considéred a fair Rent for the
Postmaster's house and Office, while he states at the request of the people
of Derby calls upon him tc take Fremises of to the value of £120, the
Postmaster ought to be called upon to pay that lower portion of the Taxes
which £50 bears to £120 or 5/12ths. This, however, will be a subject of
future decision. :
September 23rd 1839,

NOTES

I have perused the Draft Lease of the intended New Post
Office at Derby:~

With respect to the Lessors, it should be clearly
ascertained that the Legal Estates is vested in them and
that they have power to grant the Lease in question. Are
they authorised to grant Leases by the Deed conveying the
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| Property to them?

The Covenant to pay Taxes includes the Land Tax. This
| (I don't thlnk is a Landlords Tax and without an express agreement the
| we should Lessee cannot be required to pay it.
pay this.)

The Covenant to insure from fire is one which a Lessee
is not bound to enter into unless it be stipulated for when
the Premises are taken. Was there any agreement or

(I think we understanding on this point? If the Lessee Covenant
should insure)to insure from fire and neglect to keep up the Insurance,
: it is a forfeiture of his Lease.

(Think we'll The same observations apply to the Covenant to rebuild
do this) in case of fire.

The Covenant, to keep the Premises in repair is usual
and proper, but if the Postmaster General is not to rebuild
in case of fire, an exception of "Accidents by fire" should
be introduced.

The Covenant to paint the outside of the Premises once
in every two years and the inside once in every five years
should I think be altered to once in three years and cnce in
seven years.

The Covenant not to alter the Elevation of the Building
is reasonable and proper; but the Postmaster General should
have full power to mnke such alterations in the interior of

Yes the house as he may from time to time consider necessary.

The Covenant at pages 10 and 11 that the House shall not
be used for any purpose other than a Fost Office and Postmaster's
Residence seem objectionable, as a future Postmaster may
practice some Profession or be in Trade.

The Earl of Lichfield will be the Lessee, The Post-
master General is not for this purpose, a Corporation sale
consequently the words " " should remain.,

M. B. Peacock.
26th Scptember, 1839

For the Postmaster General

I have only now to submit that Mr. Peacock may
receive Your Lordship's Authority to prepare the Lease for execution
| according to the conditions that have been agreed upon.
8th October, 1839
For Mr. Peacock's information and guidance. C.J.
Oct. 14th 1839




NOTES

Derby Post Office

For the Postmaster General

I submit that Mr. Peacock may be directed to horrespond with the
Solicitors to the Athenacum Society at Derby as to the Covenants of the
Lease for the Premises it is proposed to occupy as: a Post Office in that
Town.

It does not seem to me to be material to ascertain the Authority on
which the Parties are entitled to grant the Lease, as we pay no premium
and should only be liable to the loss of the money expended on the Premises
and to the alteration of the fixtures.

With respect to ensuring the Building against fire and -rebuilding
in the case of accident I think the Post Office should take these liabilities,
and as to the other points I cntirely concur with NMr. Peacock.

Pcrhaps Mr. Peacock had better enquire as to the right of the Parties
to grant the Lease tho' I do not think it expedient to expend any money in
the investigation of the Title.

September 28th 1839.
: Approved.
Lichfield

For Mr. Peacock's information and guidance.
Having written to the Solicitor of the Derby Athenaeum Society he has
forwarded the enclosed reply which will probably be considered satisfactory.

If the Postmaster General approve, I will now alter and settle the Draft
Lease accordingly.
M.B.P.
Tth October 1839

Derby, 4th October 1839
Sir,

Your letter of the 2nd Inst. respecting the Draft of the Lease of
Buildings here, from the Trustees of the Athenacum Society to the Postmaster
General, for the purposes of a2 Post Office and Postmaster's Residence, has
been lq1d before the Committee of the above named Society, whose 1nstruct10ns
I have received to answer it, as follows:-

lst The site of the Buildings in question, (with other property) is vested
in the Lessors, in fee, by Indentures of Lease and Release, dated 27 and 28
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of June 1838, being the Purchase Deeds or Conveyance, and by a Deed of
Settlement entered in by the Members of the Society, for the government

of themselves and their affairs, dated 28th June 1838, full power is given
to lease, or otherwise dispose of the Property, in such manner, as the
Committee or General Meetings of the Society shall order or direct, as will
appear from the accompanying extracts from such Deed. The necessary Order
has, I believe, been made, but I cannot state this as a fact, the Secretary,
who has the custody of the Book of Proceedings, being from home. If not
made, however, it will be made. ’

2nd The Land Tax has been redeemed.

3rd There is no objection to the proposed alteration in the Covenant to
paint the outside once in 3 years, and the inside once in 7 years.

4th With respect to the Pustmaster General BEING AUTHORISED to make such
alterations in the Interior of the House as he may consider from time to
time necessary; There is no objection to this alteration, adding, after the
word "Necessary" "for carrying on the business of the Post Office" and the
Lessee being bound to restore the Building to its present state, if required.

5th The Committee consent to the Covenants at P.10 and P.1l1 being altered
as desired; all they require in this respect is, to secure a continuance of
the Post Office in that Situation.
I am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
Jessop
M. B, Peacock Esq.,
Solicitor,
General Post Office

Derby. 31lst October, 1839
Athenaeum Trustees to Postmaster General
Sir,

Herewith I forward the Draft and Ingrossment of the Lease and Counterpart
for comparison and on your returning them I will take the earliest opportunity
of getting the Deeds executed.

I find on enquiring of the Secretary, who is just returned home, that
the requisite order of a General Meeting to authorise the Grant of a Lcase
for a Term exceeding 14 years, has not yet been made, but as there will be
occasion very shortly, to call a General Meeting on other accounts, I will
undertake then to obtain it.

The building is now quite ready for the reception of the Postmaster who
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is desirous of remove into it, but Mr. Karstadt, in a letter to him of the
28th inst. now before me, s=ys, "I can do nothing as to taking possession
of the new Pust Office without orders to that effect which I have not yet
received. I suppose the execution of the Lease lS a1 necessary preliminary".

Now, what I have to propose and request is, that the Pustmaster may
be allowed to remove immedintely, this letter being considered as an
undertaking from me to get an order and the Lease executed at the next
General Meeting of the Athenaeum Suciety. Should they not be satisfactory,
a General Mceting shall be called on purpose immediately on hearing from you.

Of course, rent will be required only from the time of the particular
entry, altho' the terms commence from Michaelmas last.
I am, Sir,
Your Obedient Servant
Jessopp
M. B. Peacock, Esg.

At a Meeting of the Athenaeum Society held
at the Royz2l Hotel in Derby on Tuesday the
19th day of November, 1839.

Edward Strutt Esquire in the Chair.

It was moved by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Stephen Gamble and resolved
unanimously.

"The Committee and Trustees be authorised to grant a
Lease to the Postmaster General of the Buildings .
designed as a Post Office and Postmaster's Residence,
For a term of Thirty Years, from the 29th day of
September last at the Rent of £120 a year, (to commence
from the time of occupation, ) and in the terms and
Conditions of the Lease now produced by Mr. Jessopp and
approved on behalf of the Postmaster General."

Edward Strutt,
Chairman

These documents have been reproduced with the kind permission of the
Principal Recording Officer of the General Post Office, Records Department,
London.

S5.5.
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SCHOOL BOOKS

by

Robert Thornhill

It is not a usual practice for school exercise books to be preserved,
but there appears to have been an exception in the case of the Wager family
of Longstone, some members of which were pupils of Joseph Scott, schoolmaster
at Great Longstone, Derbyshire, from 1837 to 1877.

In addition to being village schoolmaster "Mr. Scott receives into his
family a limited number of young Gentlemen to be prepared for the Public
Schools, Commerce or Agriculture". He achieved a great reputation and the
success in later years of "Scott's pupils" was a testimony to his sound and
practical tuition. Books which have been saved show how different subjects
were dealt with.

There are in all 14 books which belonged to five sons and two daughters
of William Wager's family of ten children. Half the books were neatly bound
with stiff covers and belonged to the sons who were pupils of Joseph Scott,
the remainder were thinner with paper covers, and belonged to the two daughters
who attended schools at Bakewell and Bubnell Hnll, near Baslow.

The children of William Wager of Great Longstone and their school books.

Book Name Born Date of books Remarks
- Elizabeth 1825 Mar.l6
43 Thomas Torr 1827 Feb.23 Probably 1841-2 (1)
40 Jasper 1829 Feb.19 1844 Sept.22
44 Edward 1830 Sept.10 (2)
41 Charles 1832 Dec.3 1847 Mar. 18
42 Anthony Wm. 1835 May 7 1849 Mar.l
45 Andrew 1838 Sept.27 1850 Apr.23
L6 g 1853 Jun.28
47 Hannah 1841 Oct.ll 1853 Apr.25 to June 21 §3)
48 Albert James 1843 Dec.5 1855 Oct.31 to Dec.6 4)
49 Harriott 1848 Mar.20 1858 Aug.2 to Dec.16 ~ (5)
50 " L 1859 Sept.30 to 1860 Feb.l17
51 " " 1860 Mar.2 to Oct.12
52 " " 1861 Nov.l to 1862 Mar.8 (6)
53 1 11 1862 -

(1; No date in book but would be about same age as brothers when at school.
(2 No name or date but probably Edward's book.

E3; At Miss Wilkinson's, Bridge House, Bakewell.

4) No name but some evidence that this was Albert's book.
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(5) Pupil at Church View, Bakewell.
(6) Address on last page of this, and in follow1ng book Bubnell Hall.

The earliest book has a fine printed engraving on the title page and in
this was written - Jasper Wager, Steel Bank, Nr, Sheffield, Yorkshire.
September 22nd 1844. The next page is headed - Counting Book 1845, then in
beautiful penmanship follow questions on the area of fields, cost of grind
stones etc. with calculations in full detail and in some cases accompanied
by diagrams.

Across the title, and two other pages, in small writing is a long
involved 'sermon' about Napoleon and at the end of the book some poems and
odd verses, These had been written on a few blank pages at a later date,
one poem was signed J. Wager and his signature also appeared in one of the
"bird" decorations - a bird or part of one, with graceful sweeping wings
was evidently a favourite form of decoration.

Jasper Wager became a wealthy man and considerable property owner in
Great Longstone, in 1878 he purchased Mount Pleasant (now The Lodge) and
owned property from there to The Homestead (now The Manor) where he lived.
Hz was born 19th February 1829 so would be just over 15% years old when he
commenced the book. Inside the front cover his address is given as Longstone,
near Brakewell with the date Dec. 19th 1844 so his final education may have
been under Joseph Scott.

Cne of the short verses -
An address to a Fat Lady

All flesh is grass so doth the scripture say
And grass when cut and dried is turned to hay
So when old death to You, his sythe shall take
God help me, what a hay stack You will make.

"Lond Surveying” was the title of the school book of Charles Wager
of Great Longstone, he was born 3rd Deccember 1832 and the book is dated
March 18th 1847. Problems in half books relate to calculating the area of
irregular shaped fields, also how to measure a mere or wood, the book was
then used from the other end and under "artificers Work" were calculations
of Brickl=syers, Masons, Carpenters & Joiners work, also Roofing, Wainscotting,
Plasterers Work and Painting all very useful for a future property owner.

It is not known what work Charles took up, there is a record that he
died in London on June 3rd 1858.

Anthony W. Wager born 7th May 1835 was evidently of a more artistic
nature judging by the decorations and disgrams in his school book entitled

Mensuration and dated March 1st 1849. The book is greatly to the credit of

both the 14 year old student and his schoolmaster, beneath the title is
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"Continued" and it is hoped that his earlier school work has also been
preserved.

Particular attention is drawn to the "bird" decorations and to the
sketch of St. George and the Dragon on & page towards the end.

Thomas Torr Wager did not date his book, he was the eldest son of the
family of ten and was born on 23rd February 1827 and like his brothers would
probably be 14 or 15 years old when he did this work. The printed decoration
on the title page includes a birds head and wings and may have inspired some
of the other work, diagrams are simple and do not indicate-any outstanding
skill.

Subject headings are Involution, Cube Root, Mensuration and Land
Surveying. '

Another book in the collection is like the others, but unfortunately
there is no name or date, bold and attractive headings include - Addition,
Compound Subtraction and Compound Multiplication whilst spaces have been
left towards the end of the book for headings to be filled in.

Andrew Wager, who later lived at Hartington, was born 27th September
1838 and was only 11} years old when he started the first of two books.
The neat inscription A Wager, Longstone, April 23rd 1850 on the title page,
and subject headings - Discount, Compound Interest, Equation of Payments,
Barter, Profit and Loss may have been the work of Joseph Scott, but the
remainder indicates the knowledge gained by a 12 year old.

The second book of Andrew Wrger is dated June 28th 1853 and dealt with
Areas then Measurement of Solids. Cne of the later problems was to calculate
the solidity of the tapered shaft of Pompey's Pillar. This was followed by
a description of the massive column and that "some jolly sons of Neptune
ascended the pillar and drank a bowl of punch upon the top amidst the shouts
and acclamations of the natives who were astonished at this address and
boldness of the British tars. This accomplished they descended by means
of a rope which they contrived to draw over the top of the pillar by the
assistance of a paper Kite...".

The first of the thin paper backed books is inscribed "Miss Wager,
Miss Wilkinson's Bridge House, Bakewell, Apl.25 1853", and was evidently
used to practice uniformity in writing. Sentences commencing with -
Avignon, a City in the South of France
Buda, a fortified Town in Hungary
Ceylon, a large island in the East Indies
Dominica, a British Island, West Indies
Example teaches more than Precept
appeared on separate pages, each line being repeated 14 times to fill the
page, with Hennsh Wager, Bridge House, Bakewell 1853 at the bottom of most.
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The second book is dated 1855, the first two pages have been torn out
and there is no indication as to who the writer was. It does, however,
provide information as to Joseph Scott's character. The writing is in the
form of letters from William Wager to his children, five of whom are named.
Only part of the first letter has survived but what remains is of interest.

. oo dnowledge of your Tutor added to his general character convince me
that in studying to deserve his affection and friendship you will obtain it.
I persuade myself therefore you will on your part omit nothing that may be
conducive to the attainment of so desirable an object.

With a firm reliance that you will endeavour to merit the approbation
of the good and wise, I subscribe myself. ‘
Your affectionate Father
William Wagepr.
1 '
Longstone Octr 31lst 1855
My Dear Thomas, | ‘

When you reflect that the advice and instruction you derive from Mr.
Scott are calculated to make you become an useful and worthy member of
society I feel a strong persuasion that your gratitude to him will be
proportional to the benefits you will receive that in every word and action
you will show the attention and respect due from the scholar to the master
that you will show diligence and pay an emplicit regard to his command.

Be assured that in pursuing your own welfare you add essentially to
the happiness of
Your affectionate Father

William Wager

Longstone Nov 3rd 1855
My Dear Jasper, :

You request to be informed how often I would wish you to write to
which I znswer that the receipt of your letters will at all times be a real
pleasure to me but that I expect to expericnce this satisfaction at least
once a month.

To be capable of carrying on an epistolary correspondence with ease
and credit to yourself is one of the things I hgpe you will accomplish I
will endeavour therefore in my next to give you a few hints which if duly
attended to may facilitate your improvement in the important branch of your
education. :
Your affectionate Father
Willi=m Wager



-88-

Longstone Nov. 6th 1855
My Diénr Harriott,

I promised in my last to give you a few hints for your improvement in
letter writing. There are many treatises on this kind of composition but
in my opinion they serve rather to perplex than to assist. The most
cencise and general rules I can give you are to let your language be
natural and easy, to avoid all highflown farfetched expressions, all useless
repetition, to your superiors write with a becoming confidence not assuming
nor servile, to your equals with an engaging freedom, to your inferiors with
an affability that may prevent them feeling their inferiority, to all with
respect, in a word express your thoughts in writing as you would in speaking.

Your affectionate Father
William Wager
(Some mistakes were marked but no attention paid to punctuation)

Longstone Nov. 9th 1855
My Dear Hannah,

I thank you for your letter and the essay which accompanied it with the
latter I am much pleased and more particularly so with the subject you could
not have treated upon a nobler one than Mercy I flatter myself the sentiments
you have expressed upon this exalted virtue are the genuine affection of your
heart that you will never lose sight of this Godlike quality but remember
that - Mercy is twice blessed

It blessed him that gives and him that takes
Tis mighties in the mighty it becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power
The attribute to awe and majesty
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of Kings
But Mercy is above this sceptre sway
It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings
It is an attribute of God himself
And earthly power doth then show Gods likest
When Mercy seasons justice

Your affeectionaté Father

William Wager

Longstone Nov. 13th 1855
My Dear Son,

It is the remark of an excellent writer thad Ingratitude is a crime so
shameful that the man was never yet found who would acknowledge himself guilty
of it. The observation is certainly founded in truth though we are shocked
with daily instances of this detestable vice there is not a person but would
enter his protest against the commission of it.

Ingratitude to our Creator is alas but too prevalent and here I am
apprehensive very few indeed can totally acquit themselves. From his
beneficent hends we receive accumulated benefits yet does anything happen
contrary to our contracted ideas our blessings are forgotten we are restless



-89

and impatient obtain that the possession of which would in all probability
destroy the happiness we at present enjoy. ; ' '

Humanity shudders at the ingratitudes too frequently shown by children
to their parents  And here did not the melancholy proofs continually present
themselves we should scarcaly think it possible that forgetting the ties of
nature the thousand obligations due to the authors of their being children
could for the numerous benefits they have received make them feel in return.

How sharper than a serpents tooth is it
To have 2 thankless child.

Your conduct my son mnkes me hope this bitter anguish is not reserved
for ‘
Your affectionate Father
William Wager

Longstone Nov. 20th 1855
. Dear Charles,

Tt is the wish of 211 mankind to be happy and yet how very few attain
this blessing. This should appear strange since the road to happiness is

direct and plain. It consists in the single word contentment. To the man
possessing this frame of mind all nature wears a smiling aspect he is happy
in himself and commutes a kind of happiness to all around. Did we estimate

as we ought the blessings we enjoy abundant reason would be found for content.

Our circumstances are never reduced to so low an ebh but there will be
some mixture of mercy and favour discovered we shall still see meny in a more
destitude situation than ourselves and it is ingratitude to God to be
continually fretting at our disappointments and overlooking our advantages.

Men argue very absurdly when they say could we attain such a comfort we
should be happy our wishes extend no further yet the object obtained they find
themselves equally remote from happiness as before new wants will continually
press forward and the mind will remain as dissatisfied as at her first
setting out. It appears then from the above the only chance we have for
happiness is to be perfectly contented in the situation in which Providence
has placed us and that it is our duty to

Suybmit in this or any other sphere¢
Secure to be as blest as we can bear
Your affectionate Father
William Wager

Longstone Nov. 27th 1855

Dear Son,
The providence of God governs the world interests itself in the affairs
of men and disposes of all events which happen to us. Tho the great Creator

hath his dwelling on high 