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WILL Tdm REAL ILLTAM PEVIRELLS ....7

(by J.7. Leach

'william Feverel, illegitimate son of "illiam the Counqueror.' That state-
ment in ore form or another soon greets the student taking up research into the
medisved history of the Feak District. Further reading conveys the opinion
that the Teverells were major figures in the society and politics of Derby-
shire and Nottinghamshire. Modern guide books and 'fact sheets' have cften
embroidered these traditional beliefs, so rerhaps 1t is time to re-examine the
facts concerning this enigmatic family.

A sense that these trediticnal beliefs are not watertight can be glimnsed
in the Victoria County History (1). Describing the 'Domesday' tenants-in-
chief it says, 'Following Henry de Terrers in the Derby survey comes William
TFeverel. WFis estates in Derbyshire were less extensive than might have been
expected in view of the immortality which his name has gained in connection
with the Peak. DNothing is known of his origin, although a seventeenth century
antiquary (2) started the very improbable +heory that he was an illegitimate
son of the Congueror himself.'

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (3) for 1051 (4) records, 'Then soon came Duke
Yilliam beyond the sea with a great retinue of Frenchmen, and the King
received him and as many of his companions as it pleased him, and let him go

again.' It is during this visit, that Duke Villiam (future King of England)
iz believed, in a liason with Maude (daughter of Tngilric), to have fathered
2 son called ¥illiam. Maude later married Ranulph Peverell (whose father,
Fayne, had been a standard bearer to Robert of Normandy) and it is his sur-
name that the suggested illegitimate child is supnosed to have taken.

If this is the tradition then it is time to examine what few facts are
availsble. If the tradition is to be believed, then by Cctober 1066, the
voung 'Tilliam FPeverell would have been about fourteen years of age. “hether
he plaved any rnle at Hastings is conjectural, as is the possibility that he
had always resided in England as part of the large retinue of Normans that
helred to make up Edward the Confessor's court. If the tradition is trwe,
then the rec=int of lands in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire can be seen as a
raternal gift rather than a reward for service, but, in the light of the
Zenqueror's knovledece and awareness of Northern oprosition it is unlikely
that one of such tender years and inexperience (pelitical as well as military)
would have bheen plsced, as = tenant-in-chief, in the buffer zone between low-
land and upland “ngland.

Avproaching the prebhlsm from a 4iff rent anmle, one can examine armorial

bearings. Ilumrhery-3mith and others have shown that early Norman armoury
contains elements which alrezdy existed as family symbols, and also that
tinctures and basic elements were common to inter-related groups of families.

Thomaz leverel, a known de%cpndant nf Dayno Feverell, bore Gyronny of twelve
argent and gules a bordure gahlg Bezantée. ‘William 'evere] of Lenton (see
belew), however, bore lone vaire azure and or, although the attribution is
ratrospective. ”h Ferrers, dezcendants of the Feverel heiress, assumed from
circa 1155 vairé or and‘gules and one Villiam Pevere] is credited with
gnarterly gules and vairé or and vert (latter tincture sometimes azure) a lion

rampant arcent. The difference between the arms of Thomas Teverel and those

attributed to the Derbvshire/Nottinghamshire Teverels are such to sugpgest that
century no ceonnection wes then understood. The Teverel coat
indicates a royal concection, as the Trabant lion is a feature

T o

o ] I's descendants, brt it is probably a retrospective invention
to clinch heraldical?y the 'Tastard' theory (5).

There seems to te no connection hetween the fwo VFeveral families and in
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the absence of a contemporary coat of arms it is highly conjectural to state a
definite connection with King #illiam I. Taken with' the military requirement
for a strong tenant-in-chief along a difficult frontier zone, the whole basis
for belief in the tradition must now be seriously doubted. “riting a early as
1925 Statham says of the first "illiam Peverel, 'His origin still remains unel-
ucidated; but the balance of modern ovinion seems to be against his having heen
a bastard son of the Conqueror (6).°

If little is known about the origins of the Feverell family, the examina-
tion must turn to their estates and their deeds. In 1086, along with a number
of Nottinghamshire manors, fterra Yilli Tevrel' included Bolsover, Glanwell,
"Snodeswick', (South) Normanton, Shirland and "'fton (fields), Codnor, Heanor,

Langley and 'Smithy cote', Bradwell, Hazelbadge and Litton, Hucklow, Abney,
Waterfield and TPeaks Arse (Castleton) including Peak castle. (A sizeable
holding between Yorkshire and the South.) &s to deeds, the family founded
' religious houses at Lenton and at Northampnton, dbut perhans their finest moment
came in 1138 when 'filliam FPeverell achieved honour and distinction at the
battle of the Standard (the valour of the Derbyshire soldiers also receiving
acclaim) (7). However the family lost everything when the last Tilliam
Peverell poisoned the Earl of Chester in 1152 (8). Tradition attributes this
to the former's close liason with the latter's wife, but the Victoria County
History (9) sug-ests that the Peverell lands in Nottinghamshire having been
promised by Henry Plantagenet to the Earl, was the cause of the quarrel.
thatever the cause, the outcome was to arouse the Xing's fury. Peverell took
monastic orders at Lenton, but upon hearing of the aprroach of Henry JI, he
fled the country, his estates being forfieted to the Crown and eventually
passing to the control of the NDuchy of Lancaster.

Any understanding of the Peverell family fails initially, because it is
not clear which generation of the family occasioned which deed; this is in
part due to the fact that the primxcipal members in each generation
all share the same Christian name - William.

Contemporary evidence in the form of the Foundation Charter of ILenton
Abvey, records the dedication of the Abbey by William Teverell to the King
and his family and, '.... also for the health of the souls of himself and his
wife Adelina, and his son ¥illiam ....' F.E. Savage (10) in his transcrip-
tion of the charter adds as a footnote that this William Teverell was, 'Son
of Will. Peverell, the illegitimate son of ¥. Vill., I.' 4#As well as perpetua-
ting the tradition, Savage indicates by his footnote that there were at least
three generations.

The Rev. Charles Kerry in an introduction to his, 'Survey of the Honour
of Feverel', (11) pgives a nedigree of the family which originates from
William (later King) and Maude. It includes four generations of "illiam
Peverells, two wives and a brief note about each. This may well be correct
but unfortunately he does not record his sources, nor is his construction
supported by other writers.

The Rev. J.C. Cox in an article entitled, 'Ancient Documents relating to
Tithes in the Peak',(12) writes, 'filliam Teverel, the illegitimate son of the
Conqueror, who died February Sth, 1113, gave on his deathbed to the Priory of
Lenton two thirds of the tithes of ....' This stetement is untrue because the
grant of tithes was part of the Foundation Charter of that Abbey and can be
dated to between 1101 - 1108 (13). Cox contradicts himself because in his

monumental work, 'The Churches of Derbyshire', in the entry for Bolsover (14)
he records that “illiam Teverel I died in 1142 and that the noisoning was comm-
itted by 'William Peverel the youner'. In the same work, under the entry for
Glossop, (15) he states, 'It was subseguently granted to 7illiam Peverel by
the conqueror, but on the attainder of his grandson it reverted to the Crown.'

A number of later writers cite either two or three generations, but with-



out references one susrects they echo this esrly research. TFerhans an excep-
tion is Dr. J.7. Jeckson who records thet illiam TPeverell II founded Lenton
ibbey and that 7illiam Peverel poisoned the Tarl of Chester. (16) Statham
recognises the doubts about the TFeverell pedigree; writing about the original
Milliam Peverell he says, 'It is not certain whether he was succeeded by his
son or grandson ¥illiam'.(17) The Dictionary of National Biography records
only one Jilliam Peverell and that he fought at the battle of the Standard and
took refuge in a monastery in 1155.

Cther Peverels recorded in the county records who may have been descen-
dants of the above family, are Hamo of Calke (temse Henry II)(18) and Nicholas
son of Petri of Hassop tempe Tdward I.(19) Also of Fassop is Humfrey temme
Tenry III (20) and finally, another Peverel, at Stanton in the Peak in 1314.(21)

Considering the importance of the actions of the Feverell family in the
develoyment of MNorth Derbyshire during this formative reriod, it is surprising
that so little is known and that there is confusion. The possibility exists
that a son(s) died before his, father thus supporting both Kerry's vedigree ani
the probability that only three 7illism Teverells were ever tenants-in-chief.
Much more needs to be done before attribution to deeds is made,-and so it must
clearly be stated that before such research is carried out, any such attribu-
tion is »urely conjectural. '

In nreparing this short article I would like to acknowledge the kind assistance
of:
Dr. M. Bishop

Mr. M. Craven
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Post-Reformation Catholicism in Derbyshire

(by J.A. Hilton

Derbyshire forms the frontier of the highland North and is therefore a
county where, after the Protestant Reformation, Catholicism might be expected
to remain strong. However, Catholicism in Derbyshire merely survived. There
was apparently little resistance to the Protestant Settlement, and although
Catholic recusancy emerged under Elizabeth and was consolidated under the
Stuarts, Catholicism became the religion of a small minority, dependent on a
handful of gentry. It only revived in the nineteenth century as an urban
community created by the Industrial Revolution. (1)

The religious settlement of 1559, imposing the royal supremacy and the
Book of Common Prayer on the English Church, required the consent of the clergy
on pain of deprivation, and the attendance of the laity at its services on
pain of a fine. Despite the opvositi~n of most of the episcopate, it was
accepted by the bulk of the clergy. In Derbyshire it was accepted, apparently
with 1little enthusiasm but without much ovposition. Less than a third of the
beneficed clergy subscribed to the settlement, but only six were removed from
their benefices. Four 'were deprived: John Ramridge, archdeacon of Derby and
rector of Longford, the rectors of Fenny Bentley and Norbury and the vicar of
Wirksworth. Two resigned: the vicars of Elvaston and Melbourne. In 1564,
nine of the justices were favourable to the settlement, and only three were un-
favourable. The widespread, open practice of forbidden Catholic rites was not
reported, either because it went undetected or because it did not hapren. How-
ever, there was some open opposition by the gentry. Nicholas Gerard of Etwall
had to be forcibly taken to church, where he chanted the Latin service. In
1561 Sir Thomas Fitzherbert, John Nraycott and John Sacheverell were imprisoned
in London for their religion, and Fitzherbert remained there until his death in
1591. His brother, Nicholas Fitzherbert, was secretary to Cardinal Allen, the
founder of the English seminaries. Sir Thomas Gerard was goaled for recusancy
between 1567 and 1570, and again in 15856. The nucleus of the recusant gentry
was already apparent. (2)

The Government was sensitive to the religious situation in Derbyshire,
and especially in the Teak. The county was on the frontier of the Catholic
North, and Mary, Queen of Scots, was imprisoned there at Chatsworth and South
Wingfield, before being moved to nearby Sheffield. The Peak was regarded as
- a refuge for priests. DNicholas Garlick boasted that 'there are great store
of priests in the High Peak', and when search was made for priests in the
North they fled, protected by the Church Papist magistrate, Robert Eyre, to the
'sanctuary' of the Peak. (3)

Despite the penal laws, the core of recusant gentry began to expand. In
1581 a spy listed ten Catholic gentry in Derbyshire, although some were in
prison. The list was headed by Fitzherbert, Gerard and Longford, who emerged
as the lay leaders of Catholic recusancy in Nerbtyshire. (4

This recusant gentry provided the tase for seminary priests who began to
arrive in Derbyshire in the 1580s to minister to the recusant laity. "William
Harrison arrived in England in 1581, and was at Henry Sacheverell's Hopwell
Hall in the same year. John Bavant, Campion's tutor at Oxford, returned to
England in 1581, and was arrested at Longford in 1585, Three priests, Micholas
Garlic, Robert Ludlam, another native of Derbyshire, and Richard Simpson, were
taken with John Fitzherbert at Padley in 1588. James ZClayton was arrested
whilst visiting Catholic prisoners in Derby gaol in 1588. Robert Gray was
with Longford of Longford sometime hetween 1587 and 159%. Robert Shewell was
with 'Yhitehall near Ashbourne in 159%. John Radford was with Williamson at
Sawley and with Jenison at Rowley near Balkewell in 1595, and with Humnhrey
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flsop at Butterley in 1599. George Blackwell (subsequently archpriest, that
is superior of the secular clergy) was with the Gerards in Lancashire and
nay have been with them in Derbyshire. These priests administered the
sacraments which were the positive signs of the Catholic community. They
risked imprisonment and death to do so, and in 1588, the year of the Armada,
three seminary priests - Nicholas Garlick, Robert Ludlam and Roland Simpson -
were hanged, drawn and quartered in Derby. (5)

The 'seminary Triests were recruited from the educated élite, and in
varticular from three sources: the English universities, Tideswell Grammar
School and the household of the Gerards. The earliest recruits came from the
universities. Ralph Sherwin (executed in 1581), William Hartley and Robert
Ludlam were at Oxford before entering the seminaries. . ILudlam's native village
was Radbourne. HNicholas Barlick was probably the master of Tideswell Grammar
School before he went to Rheims in 15871. Three of his puwnils, including
Robert Bagshaw, who joined the Benedictines, and Christopher Buxton, followed
him to the seminaries, and another Priest, Oswald Needham, also came from
Tideswell. John Gerard, a seminary priest who joined the Jesuits, was the
son of Sir Thomas Gerard. His tutor, Edmund Lewkenor, who had been educated
at Cambridge and Oxford, also became a priest. Yilliam Baton, another priest,
who joined the Jesuits, was the son of one of the Gerard tenarts. Derby
Grammar School also gave a pupil to the seminaries: Edward James. Derbyshire
also contributed Richard Slack from Dronfield, Paul Green and Thomas Stamp.
Four other Derbyshire men - John and Thomas Beveridge, Adam Eyre and John
Radford - joined the Jesuits, making a total of nine Jeasuits, eleven seculars
and one Benedictine. Meanwhile, in the 1590s the Jesuit Richard Holtby built
up a network of mission staticns stretching from Newcastle-upon-Tyne via York
and Selby to Derbyshire. (6)

The connections between the seminaries and the gentry are apparent in the
distribution of catholic recusancy in the last years of Elizabeth's reign
after a decade of missionary activity. In 1592-3, according to the first
recusant roll, there were 182 convicted Catholic recusants in Derbyshire. The
great majority, 125 (69¢) were concentrated in four places. The rest were
scattered in nandfuls in twenty-one towns and villages. Headed by Thomas
Barley gent., by far the largest concentration, sixty-five (36%), larger than
the other three centres put together, was at Hathersage, an estate of the
Titzherberts. The other three main recusant congrgations, totalling sixty
(3%2), were all in the south-eastern lowland of the county. The largest,
twenty-seven, hesded by the squire, Nicholas longford, was at Longford. There
were fourteen, headed by lady Gerard, the wife of Sir Thomas, at Etwall and
nineteen at Norbury, the seat of another branch of the Fitzherberts.
Catholicism, therefore, was as firmly ensconced in the lowland south-east as
in the upland north-west, and there was none of that geographical dimorphism
which marked recusancy in some parts of the North. The decisive factor in
the recusancy of a district seems to have been the commitment of the squire
even if, like Fitzherbert, he was in prison for his Catholicism. (7)

The social structure of recusancy, like that of society as & whole, was
pyramidal. The rank of women is rarely given, but of the fifty-eight men,
six (10%) were gentry, fifteen (26%) were yeomen, and thirty-five (62%)) were
husbandmen and labourers, though there was some imbalance in this lowest class,
for twenty (36%) were husbandmen and only fifteen (26%) were labourers. There
were only two (3%) smiths.

However, recusancy in Derbyshire manifested the same sexual dimorvhism,
the same imbalance between males and females, that it did elsewhere. There
vere only fifty-eizht (32°") male recusants but one hundred and twenty four
(68¢!) were female. *en, as householders, were perhaps, under greater pressure
to conform to preserve the family estate. However, the imbalance does indi-
cate that women were more prepared to take the risks of recusancy, and
confirms the vie: of religion as primarily a female activity. Certainly
wlizabethan recusancy was very much a female concern. (&)
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The Elizabethan attemrt to secure religious conformity haed failed, and in
the early Stuart period a separate Catholic community emerged from the over-
whelming bulk of the population, which not orly conformed to the Church of
England but also adhered to the Protestant Faith. The recusant community in
Derbyshire was consolidated, and the clerical mission, especially of the
Jesuits, was increased and re-organised.

Recusancy remained in four villages: Hathersage in the Teak, and Longford,
Norbury and Ttwall in the lowlands. By the early yvears of James T's reipn,
Hathersage was still the main single centre of recusancy with a total of sixtv-
one recusants, and there were seventy-four there in 1518, Longford had fifty-
three, Norbury forty-five and Etwall twemty-six. Altogether, these 124 lowland
recusants outnumbered those at Hathersage by two to one. (Q)

The Jesuit mission increased and was re-organised. According to their
annual reports to Rome, the number of Jesuits in the Derbyshire district went -
up from nine in 1621 to eleven in 1625, and remained at about a dozen or nore
throughout the sixteen-thirties. In 1633, the Jesuit collece of the Immaculate
Conception, the Derbyshire district, was formally erected to include Nerbyshire
with Leicester, north Nottinghamshire and Rutland. It was supported bv a
bequest from the daughters of Lord Vaux of Harrowden. From 15635 to 15677 the
district held an annuval average of ten Jesuits, and made an annual average of
thirty converts. It also contasined a clandestine school, under andrew Sulyard,
at Stanley Grange, near Derbv, the seat of the. Hon. Ann Vaux, until it was
closed by government action. In contrast, there seem to have been only two
secular priests in Derbyshire in 1631. (10)

Despite the emergence into recusancy in 1538 of the Byres of Hassov, by
the eve of the Civil War, Catholicism was leoking less like a bastion of thre

N

North and more like an extension of the Midlands. (1)

Lfter the comraritive calm of the rule of the early 3Stuarts, Znglish
Catholicism suffered a series of crises: the Great Rebellion of 1642, the
Pooish Plot of 1678 and the Slorious Revolution of 1583. The hope of the Toli-
tical restoration of Catholicism proved vain, and even the prrosnect of tolera-
tion faded. TEnglish Catholicism remained under penalty, and suffered iuter-
mittent bouts of violent persecution. is 2 result, the Jesuit mission in
Derbyshire was disrupted. Although Catholic recusancy did not decline, it
remained limited to 2 small minority., The Peak became the centre not only of
Catholic recusancy, but also of Protestant Nonconformity and of the Ranters
in particular. (12)

The Derbyshire Jesuits suffered spasmodic persecution and a decline in
numbers. Fr., Robert Grosvenor was arrested by Parliamentary forces in 1651,
¥r. George RBusby, cheplain to Powtrell at “est allam, wss arrested in 1678,
escaped and was re-cartured and exiled in 1681. The Catholic chavnels at Morth
Lees in Hathersage and 2t MNewbold, near Chesterfield, were sacked by mobs in
1688. lMeanwhile, the number of Jesuvits in the Derbyshire district fell from
ten in 1655 to three in 1695. (13)

The secular clergy in Derbyshire formed nart of an archdeaconry, which
included Staffordshire and Cheshire, under a vicer-general, who also had
responsibility for Nottinchamshire, 2utland and Lincolnshire. In 1502, there
were at least three seculars in Derbvshire: Robert Joodruff at Yeaveley, John
Stanford with the Hunlokes at "ingerworth and Georse Rostock in the Jigh Peak
itself. (14)

Although the number of Catholic recusznts had increasad , they were a
small minority of the populeztion. In 1676 they numbered 538 (1%) of 50,657 the
Derbyshire people enumerated in the Zomnton census (15), commared with 918 (29)
Protestant Monconformists and 49,151 (277) Xnglicen conformists. Tn the Feak,
they were concentrated in two neighbouring centres: Hathersage in the valley of
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the Derwent and Hassopr on its tributary the Yye. In the Compton Census
Hathersage was stated to contain 140 Catholics, 440 Anglicans and no Yoncon-
formists. Even there the number of Catholics fell to fifty-eight in 1698 and
to thirty-seven by 1704. Bakewell as a whole contained sixty-five catholics,
200 Nonconformists and 4,235 Anglicans. On the edge of the Teak at MNorbury,
there were sixty-five Catholics, seventy-four Anglicans and no llonconformists.
However, near Derby, Catholicism had collapsed at Loungford, which held only six
Catholics and 322 Anglicans and no Monconformists and at Ttwall, which held
only one Catholic, 160 Anglicans and nine HNonconformists. This collapse was
consequent on the death, without heirs male, of Sir Nicholas Longford in 1610,
and the sale, during the Civil War, of their Derbyshire estates by the %erards,
who were already resident at Pryn in lancashire. Noreover, by 1682 the total
number of Catholics in Derbyshire had decreased by 23 to 450. Of the 491
presented as recusants in 1682, the .main concentrations were at Hathersage with
ninety-four and nearby Tideswell with forty-six. (16)

This small Catholic community remained dependent on the leadership of the
gentry associated with the Stuarts. The Eyres of Hasson, with their wealth
from lead mining and their Jesuit chaplains, led the Catholics of the Peak,
and Roland Eyre was a royalist colonel of horse in the Civil War. The Fitz-
herberts still held the manor of Norbury. The Catholic royalist Henry Hunloke
of Vingerworth was knighted at Tdgehill. In 1687-8 James II appointed Eyres,
Fitzherberts and Sir Henry Hunloke to the Commission of the Peace. (17)
Despite the Revolution, with the support of a slender base of gentry, the
pockets of recusancy continued to survive into the 18th century. In 1705-6,
when a return of recusants was made by the local ecclesiastical officials to
the House of Lords, of the 230 or so recorded, there were over twenty members
of the gentry (10°), about sixty to eighty members of the yeomanry and farming
families (approximately 30¢) and about 140 of the Poor, such as labourers and
~aupers (approximately 50"%. Because these returns sometimes list heads of
households, rather than individuals, the predominance of females over males
was apnarently reversed, males numbering over 100 (aporoximately 60-70¢), but
females numbering sixty to eighty (approximately 30-40°). (18)

Jeogranhiczlly, recusancy continuved to retreat away from the lowlands of
the Trent and towards the Feak. The main centres, deep in the Peak, remained
Hathersage with over twenty and Tideswell, where the return increased from
fourteen in 170% to twenty-seven in 1706. -Both these upland centres seem to
have consisted of plebeian congregations independent of the gentry, but both
were within six miles of the Fyres of Hassopn. HNorbury remained dependent on
the Fitzherberts, who were usually absentee landlords, though represented by an
agent who was a recusant, and there the return of twenty-four in 1705 decreased
to thirteen in 1706. ‘towever, at Bckington there were over twenty recusants
cathered round the Foles of Spinkhill, who maintained the Jesuit Robert Fercy
aljas Francis Smith. Thess four concentrations made up some thirty-five per
cent of the recusant populatiom, the rest consisting of scattered families and
individuals, often poor and shifting. '

They included one curious combination of recusancy, immorality, charity,
defiance 2nd humour: John Tason of Ashbourne and anleton 'carpenter and
fornicator', 'who hores that on payment of his last portion of his commutation
money the court will please tc dismiss his poor fellow sinner, Elizabeth
Jamnsou, against whom excommunication is issued, only because she is poor and
unable to comvound, but he hores so large a sum as he pays may comrensate for
both or else (he says) he could have comrounded cheaper in his own Church of
Rome'. (1Q) '

The Stuvart cause was finally defeated in the rebellion of 1745, when the
Jacobite army reached its southern 1limit at Merhy, and Thomas Wilson, the
Triest at llathersage, was imnrisoned. The Catholic cause seemed to have fallen
with the %Stuarts. The recusant comrmunity had always been a minerity, but under
the Stuerts it had vossessed strong influence at Court. The failurs to restore
the Stuarts left the Tnglish Catholics as a small and apparently dwindling
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minority. If they were despised, at least they were no longer subject to
violent persecution. In Derbyshire, the Jesuit mission remained small until

the order was suppressed. 'However, the Catholic community, provided with a
permanent ecclesiastical organisation, continued to grow, and put out new shoots
on the eastern slomes of the Peak. (20)

Despite a temporary increase from five in 1704 to eight in 1712, and the
donation of the Spinkhill estate by John Pole in 1718, the Jesuit district
declined to three in 1740, and was still only four strong - including Thomas
Cross at Spinkhill, Eckington, and Thomas Brennan at Barlborough - in 1773.
Nevertheless, when the order was suppressed by the papacy in 1773, the ex-
Jesuits continued to serve on the mission, and ecclesiastical organisation had
been provided by the incorporation of Derbyshire into the Midland vicariate in

1688, (21)

The Derbyshire mission, therefore, acquired stability. In 1705 it consise
ted of three chaplaincies: a Jesuvit with the Eyres of Hassop, and seculars with
the Hunlokes of “ingerworth and the Pegges of Yeldersley. By 1773, when the
vicars apostolic reported to Rome, it consisted of six chapels, with five
seculars and one Jesuit. By the last twenty years of the eighteenth century it
rested on four missions: the seculars 7Jilliam Southworth at Hathersage and
Thomas Martin at Hassop, and the ex-Jesuits Joseph Johnson at Hingerworth and
Thomas Cross at Spinkhill, Eckington. The Hathersage and Hassop missions,
together with those at Stella, County Durham and Bastwell, Leicestershire,
were endowed by Thomas Eyre, who also collected a library.at Hassop fTor the
clergy. ‘ingerworth rested on the support of the Hunlokes and Spinkhill on
the Poles. However, these missicns dependent on the gentry were at risk if the
gentry family moved, conformed or died out, as had hapnened at Etwall and
Lengford. 1In addition to these seigneurial missions, there was that run by the
secular priest, Thomas Blodworth. From his base at Derby, between 1782 and 1815,
ke ministered to the small congregations at "est flallam, Veston, Horbury,
Ashbourne and Barrow. 7ith the help of the Eyre endowment and by their own
efforts the clergy were becoming independent of the gentry. (22)

As a result, the Catholic community in Derbyshire began to recover,
although it did not keemp pace with the growth of neighbouring Lancashire,
Yorkshire and Staffordshire. In 1715, when a return of vapists' estates was
mzde, it was headed by Rowland Eyre of Hassop, with an estate worth £1,115,

Sir ¥indsor Hunloke of YWingerworth, worth £1,035, Dame Catherine Funloke, worth
£70% and William Fitzherbert of Norbury, worth £ha7, By 1767 there were 722
Catholics and there were an estimated 550 in 1773. (23)

In 1767, when another ecclesiastical return was made to the House of
Lords, Catholics were still therefore concentrated in four main centres:
Hathersage, Wingerworth, Eckington and Rarlborough. Between them these centres
contained 315 (44%%) of the Catholics, with Wathersage at 113 the largest con-
centration. (24) ‘ingerworth contained seventy-three, Barlhorough sixty-five
and Eckington sixty-two. The other 457 Catholics (56%) were scattered uv and
down the county.

Religion is not only a product of such environmental factors as geography
and social structure, but it is also a matter of corviction and even of con-
version. Ferry Rorniface Simpson, a wealthy and dissolute young Catholic,
joined the Franciscans at Douai after he was awakened from a drunken stupor by
'an indignity offered him by a dog'. As a novice, he mocked a brother doing
penance on his knees with a bone in his mouth, and, when ordered to take his
place, left the house. 'lc eventually returned to remain, going on Sundays to
the English Secular College to eat the pudding vrromised him if he became a
Franciscan. (25)

In the mid-eighteenth century Catholicism seemed restricted, but by the
end of the French 7ars the nrosnects seemed more honeful . The Catholic
Relief Act of 1778 tolerated nriests, and the Act of 1791 allowed Catholiecs to
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build nrublic chapels, thouch the chapel at West Fallam had already been re-
built in the 1770s: at Spinkhill in 1791, Hathersage in 1803, Glossop in 1810,
Derby in 1813, llassop, a beautiful little neo-Classical church, in 1818 and
Tideswell in 18%0. In 1829 the Catholic Emanciration Act was passed. !'eanwhile
the Society of Jesus was restored in 1814k, and the local Jesuit district was
revived at Mount St. Mary's College, Spinkhill, in 1842. These were the first
sicns of the Catholic Revival that culminated in the restoration of the English
hierarchy in 1850. Toleration, the interest in revived Gothic taste, natural
increase, Irish immigration, the converts from the Oxford movement, increased
Catholic self-confidence and the Ultramontane assertion of -Papal authority, all
combined to produce what Mewman called the "Second Spring" of Znglish Cathol-
icism in the balmy economic climate of Victorian England. (26)

The restoration of the Catholic hierarchy in 1850 involved the creation of
the diocese of Mettingham, including Mottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire,
TLincolnshire and Rutland. Derbyshire contained the largest Catholi¢ population,
nearly 2,500, Nottingham, Leicestershire and Lincolnshire containing less than
2,000 each, whilst Rutland‘’s Catholic population was negligable. Ileicester-
shire and Lincolnshire were better provided with priests and chapels, but
Nottinghamshire was worse provided, znd Rutland contained none. In 1851, when
the only religious census was made, the Catholic population of Derbyshire had
increased to 2,499 (1.5 of a total of 26%,693) with nine priests and ten
chapels. Tart of this increase was caused by Irish immigration, but the Irish
were notable for the rate at which they lapsed from atholicism, for in 1851
the Irish-born population of Derbyshire (3,979) outnumbered the Catholic pop-
wlation. A third of the Trish (1,314) were concentrated in Derby, but Jjts
_Catholics numbered only 1,244, served by two Priests with one church. The
Cztholics of Derby made uv 8% of the church-going population of 15,9217, which
was 55% of the total population of 41,000. More significantly, the Catholics
of Derby formed 505 of the Catholic population of Derbyshire. Tn Derby
Cornelia Connelly opened the first convent of the Holy Child Jesus in 1246,
and began teaching the mill-girls. There were 320 Catholic¢s in the Chesterfield
district at the centres of Barlborough, EZckington and Vingerworth. There were
285 in the Bakewell district which stretched through Hassop to Hathersage.
Bowever, the second largest concentration, 891, was now at Hayfield above lew
Mills not far from Stockport and the growing Manchester conurbation. Catholi-
cism was now an urban rhenomenon, and the major religious beneficiary of the
Industrial Revolution. (27) :

The diocese of Nottingham was in the forefront of the Gothic revival and
the Roman Ultramontanism that pervacded the Bnglish Church in its '"Second
Sprins". The cathedral church of %t. Barnabas at Nottingham was the work of
rugustus felby Pugin, and in Leicestershire his patron, Ambrose Fhillips de
Lisle, established the Cistercians at Mount St. Bernard and Gentili's Order of
the Charity at his home at Grace Dieu. Catholic architecture and Gregorian
chant were to secure the conversion of England. (23)

Enrlish Catholicism grew with British industrial prosperity. By 1610
the Catholic population of the diocese had increased fourfold since 1851
from 7,779 to 32,000, The number of vpriests had increased threefold from
thirty-nine to 128 (84 seculars and 44 regulars), and the number of chapels
had more then doubled from forty-two to one hundred and six. By 1927 the
Catholic population had increased by a further 40% to 44,827, the clergy by
20% to 153 (91 seculars and 62 regulars) and the chapels by 11¢ to 118. Des-
pitc some slowing, growth had been maintained, and even pathered reneweqd
momentun. By 1963, with the “econd Vatican Council in session, the Catholic
nonulatior had increased fourfold again to 122,000, the number of clergy had
more than doubled to 351 (174 seculars and 177 regulars), the number of chapels
had more than doubled to 263 (112 public and 40 w»rivate) and there were fifty
convents, according to the Church's own estimates. The creation in 1980 of
the new diocese of Hallam, including Cresterfield and the Pealr, makes it
difficult to assess the impact of the last twenty years of post-conciliar
renewal., (29)



The same pericd period was merked by the creation of a State-zided system
of Catholic education. *Tre first government grant to education was made in
1833, the Zducation Act of 1902 made local authorities financially resvonsible
for Catholic elementary education, and the Act of 1947 added the secondary
tier. By 1921 the diccese contained 8,562 runils in forty-nine elementary
schools, and 1,118 runrils in. three secondary schools for boys and ten for girls.
These schools were responsible for integrating their pupils into the Catholic
and the national community. In this work, as in the Church's other socizl
activities, the lead was taken by a2 vroliferation of religeous orders, the
number of religious houses increasing from fifteen in 1910 to twenty~four in
1921. By 1963 there were 13,898 pupils in fifty-eight primary schools and a
total of 9,853 vupils in forty-four secondary schools of various kinds. (320)

The progress of Post-Reformation Catholicism in Derbyshire reflected its
progress in England as a whole. In Derbyshbire, as in Cumbria, (31) Catholicism
was not a function of the geography of relief. Although it remained strong ia
Hathersage, it did not retain holds throughout the Peak. TFor much of the
period, Catholicism was dependent on the religious loyalties of the gentry.

The survival of Catholicism was the result of the Counter-Reformation, but its
revival was the result of the Industrial Revolution. The Second Spring of
Catholicism in Derbyshire was the heyday of Victorian industrial supremacy.
The Reformation was ‘the turning-point in the history of Enclish Zatholicism,
but the Industrial Revolution provided the enerry for its renewal.
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THE CURSING ?OMAN
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The entry in Ashover “hurch Burial Rezister reads: ‘#Dorathy latly,
supnosed wife of John fflint of this parish, foreswore herself, whereuwon the
ground open and she sanke over hed..., Masrch and beinr found dead, she was
buried larch 2 (1660) Ieonardus ’heatcroft, Rejester.” '

Dorothy Yatly was a working woman - z brawny, rawboned harridan with a
rough and ready toncue who could hold her own in any arrument as well as in
work., If she wesn't asz honest zs she might have been, then she might well
have said, '"'ay the earth onen and swallow me in I've ever taken anything
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any one would miss." ~t all events, her husband, John Flint, never questioned
her actions and always disappeared quietly towards the 'Black Swan' when he
heard trouble on the way.

John was a leadminer, a man who went underground every day %*o crawl throurch
wet, narrow tunnels where he could neither stand nor turn round, to nick the
lead ore from the veins, put the ore in a bag round his waist, mush the rubbish
backward through his legs and so work his way forward, lighting his way
by the candle stuck with clay to the front of his hard
hat. Dorothy also worked at the mines. Every day she climbed about among the
spoill heaps, turning over the waste to pick out small bits of ore which had
been missed and then weshing the gravel in a pan to recover the tiny 'sparks’
to add to her store. He measured his earnings by the number of dishes of ore
he mined; she by the small bags of ore scraps she carried home. Sometimes
they were well off for a few weeks, then, perhaps for months, he would get
practicelly nothing and they would have to depend on what they got from the
lead merchant for her bags of bits - and what she could get on the side.

One "ednegday morning Dorothy was working at an old mine about a quarter
of a mile above Ashover. As she scranmbled and ricked, she neither knew nor
cared that she was working among 0ld shafts and that the stones which covered
them might give way at any moment. Her attention was 211 on her work. Wear
her a youth was busy washing a panful of gravel in a pool.

A loud curse and a splash made her lock ur. The lad had slipned and was
sitting in the water. Grimly she watched him mick himself u» and, with a
quick glance in her direction, retreat behird a bigz rock. Soon he emerged in
his drawers and spread his breeches on the rock to dry in the keen wind.

Dorothy's eyes were on the breeches. 'nobtrusively she worked her way
towsrds them as the pan was refilled and the la’.concentrated on the washing.
Tsing her bulky form as a shield, she guickly went through the pockets. Two
rence! Ah well, it was better than nothing and by 211 good rights they
ought to be at the bottom of the rool! Sliwning the coins into the large
pocket in her underskirt, she went back to work. She was yards away from the
breeches when the youth nut down the pan and straightened up.

At knocking off time the youth gathered his tools together and nicked up
his breeches, then fumbled for his pine and tinderbox. After trying his jacket
pockets, he plunged his hand into his breeches. Then his face changed. Leying
the garment carefully back on the rock, he walked towards Dorothy, his hand
held out. ' ’

"3 'es 'um back'" he said shortly.

"31' thi what?" grunted Dorothy, straightening up.

"Tha knows. Mi two vnence."

"T ain't got 'em. May th' s~round open an' swaller me urn; if T 'ave.,V
"You 'ave.,"

The arzument went on for some time, the voices getting louvder and louder
until finally the furious youth turned and stumped off home, yellins threats
until he was out of earshot. Morothy rezimed her work. She hegan to was!
gravel, using water from a .tub on the ground bYeside her,

She was presently joined by a very swmall airl who hegan to »nlay in the
water in the tub. JSoon her elder sister aprezred and called to her to come
along home as her mother warted her. The =hild yelled a refusal and Dorothy
laughed.

The more the elder child insisted, the louder became the 1litt
refusals, but the older sirl refused to come nearer, nor did she ask Dorothy
to bring her sister to her. 'Then she was smetting desnerate, she was heard by
George Hodgkinson, who was on his way to his home at &lton. “uickly he
crossed the rough ground, srabbed the “aby and tucked her under his arm, then
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stood chatting for a minute or two. &As he turned to go, he cocked an eyebrow
at Dorothy and grinned, '

"They say in &sher as youns Ted's lost 'is nence up 'ere. Hast seen 'em?"

"May Ted make the earth open and swallow me if I have them " retorted
Norothy savagely. feorge lauzhed and puttins the child on his back, strode
baclk towards the elder girl.

The two children had barely disapveare? and Teorge FHedgkinson was only at
the foot of the slope when he heard Dorothy cry out. Tﬁrning, he saw her arms
flailing and even zs he started to run back towards her, she went down, first
to her waist, and then completely. Then her tub and bowl followed her in a
shover of small stones. S5uddenly he stopped. The great boulder on which the
breeches had dried was sliding, rolling towards the place where Dorothy had
disappeared. 7ith a sullen rumble it went down the old shaft and a great hole
appeared into which earth and »nebbles trickled gquietly. George Hodgkinson
listened carefully, but there was no human sound from the hole.

A great deal of careful work had to be done before a windlass could be
erected and men lowered down the shaft., They found the body twelve feet down,

the head crushed by the great boulder.

The two pennies were in the dead woman's underskirt pocket.

AN ITEM OF POSTAL HISTORY - THE DERBY EARTEQUAKE OF 1795

(by Jemes Grimwood-Taylor)

James Trimwood-Taylor, the postal historian, has kindly allowed us to
publish his transcrint of the following letter from amongst his personal
collection. The letter was written by lrs. Tliza Powell of Derby to her
brother John Zottrell in ILondon.

“r Brother

you realy make me Smile at your thinking I have been alarmed at the
wind of Something that has fallen on the ton of the howse - but the
house has escar'd any awnarent Damage - tho the Rookcases in the Back
Tarlour Crackt at the time very much and tho I do not give way to Idle
fears - 7 think the Sensaticn of an Earthquake the most Awfull thing
in Mature - and what must give one the greatest idea of the Almighty -
when he Shakes terribly the Tarth - there were Zeverall .Chimneys
thrown down very near us and Mrs. Newton who lives in the large house
that belons'd tn the Banker as you Come in from london Call'd on me
and Said it rung all the bells in the uprer nart of her house - and
Miss Crompton who lives in a very lofty hous and Sleeps un two Pairs
of Stairs - was pgoing to bed at the time and her Maid was thrown

down, in the room with her - and a Shelve on which were many Viol
Bottles were thrown down % all Broke - the tomns of the Chimneys at
Jledleston Tnn were thrown of upon the slated and Broke them and it

vas felt at Ashbourn So much that Severall Teonle left their houses 1%
was also felt Smartlevy at Nottincham & Leicester, Buxton and at
gentlemans house at a little Vilage near this town 1t rung all the
Bells in the house - at Stockvort and l"anchester it was very Slicht -
Tarriett writes me that Mr "atson was Jjust got into bed when he said
the bed Shook nnder him and that if nothing was under the bed he was
sure it was 2n sarthquake She wan undressing at the time % did not
feel it - it had been a very hich wind 21 of the former Part of the
day - but at the time it was Muist a Calm % tkere was & very Strong
flash of lizhtning - and the next day we was all CTovered with Snow

T had a letter today from “aml at livermnocl & they had not felt it.
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“atson is so much better that she writes me word they intend to
come and see me - I had rather they should come now than later for
it would 'interfere if we were Changing houses. Saml tells me
HMargaret Strong is gone to Ireland so that he has lost her, and
desires I will look out for a wife for him and give him my advice.
I wish T could advise him to a good one, for he deserves one - by the
Fail today you will receive a little Tarcell, in which is a Mice
Cock Theasent - I have not seen so beautiful a one a long time - T
hore 1t will "rove as good as it is hanloome - 1 will send a Pattern
for a cgown when I send the Sheets. Tet me hear from vou soon - take
care of yourself. :

I am dear brother your ever Sincerely affecte. Sister Eliza Towell
Derby Novr 24th 1795

(PS) they did not send me the Sun for Fridav night, so that T had
no Paver on saturday whic T was sorry for, as I have kent them all
carefully, as it was such an interesting time, and it broke the
debates to lose one.

THE DIARY OF ROBERT LQUIS WILD

by Dudley Fowkes, Staffordshire Record Office, Bastzate Street, Stafford ST16
21.7)

Robert Louis Wild was born in 1837, the third son and fifth child of Will-
iam Mild of Denmark 7ill, London. After school on the south coast, he
attended Oriel College, Cxford, taking his degree in 1859, and was ordained in
1851. He went on to become assistant curate of Canon Trome in the diocese of
Pereford, and then, after a number of other curacies including Uffington, on
the Severn below Shrewsbury, he was presented by his father, as matron, to the
benefice of Furstmonceaux in Sussex in 1865, hfter a lonz career in the church
he diad in 1912, Yis eldest son continuved the clerical tradition, eventually
becoming Bishovr of Mewcastle, anil his son in turan held the office of Dean of
Durham.

“hilst at school, probably in Sussex, 'ild kevot a dlary. e do not know
for how long, but "Vol 1" covering the neriod 1 Movember - 14 Dazcember 1840
has survived. It had descended to the late Tanon Tatrick "ild of Moorwsy
House, Bredsall, whose widow has vresented it to the Museum of Thildhood at
Sudbury Hall, having first consulted members of staff at Heanor “=2te School
about its origins, thinking at first that it had been written at 2 Merbyshire
school.

NDespite turning up in Derbyshire, a auick glance at the opening nages
soon showed it to relate to a school somewhere on the south coast, vprobably
in Sussex, but it gives svch a revealing insirsht into the public school life
of the Aday that we thousght our readers would anpreciaste a few short extracts
and would forgive us for departings from our usnzl "Derbyshire only" critericn.

The transcript is verbatim, respecting the orisinal s»nellinrss, vunctustion
and cavitalisation (or lack of it!}.

t . -
Thursday Novemher 1st. T 7ot un in the mornine ahout % »ast 6, did 3
Latin grammars and 1 "reek. Tad my bhrealkfast % after T had finishel it

o

i
(instead of going out with the boys) T stayed in-doors nlaye
Learned my latin at 11 2 said it te !'r Darch, after which T hed mv dinner con-
sisting of 2 piece of Roast beaf ler of mutton ¢ scram Pie. I then went out
in the field and »layed at hocley; came in about % to 5 played until 20 min-
utes to 7 & then I said my Teorranhy after which I had my tea consisting of
stale scrave & pigs wash. After I ha?d finisred my tea T wrote my Txercise

and employed myself till & o'clock I then rvlayed until ¥% past then lir “yatt
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read the prayers & I went to bed.

November 12 (footnote: very fogey) Got up in the morning at % to 7 came

down & did 2 Latin grammars 1 Greek % some English Toetiry then had my break-
fast consisting of rolls (which we always had on Mondays) then Mr Darch

took us on the beach as it was to wet to go in the field - I came in at 11 &
did my Latin %c as usual. then I went upstairs to brush my hair & Miss E.L.
gave me my new straps then I had my dinner (footnote: Beaf Mutton & Stew

also Suet Tudding) then I went in the playground but the grass was as wet as
dung I nlayed at hockey but got a hit on my back bone which-took away my breath
a good deal: at 4 Mr D found it to wet to remain in the field any longer so

he took us on the rocks % we had a jolly lark then we came in & I did L sums a
good lot for me: then T had my tea: after which T sald my latin to Dr then
wrote some of this journal & played till % past 8 then Mr D read the prayers I
had my supper (for I and Charles were accustomed to have some every night) &
then went to bed & glad enough I was to sleep. '

=

November 15th This day was appointed a thanksgiving day to Almighty God
for taking away that dreadful plapue (footnote: namely the Cholera) from

this land. I cot um at & o'clock % had my breakfast then I came,into the
study to read then I went to Church the same person read the prayers that read
them on sunday &% Mr Reale preached. Then I came home & had my dinner (foot-
note: Stew Tie & rice F) after which Mr “Wyatt took us on the downs & precious
cold it was there - I came home at 4 % had to learn the psalm that began the
nrayers (instead of C come let us ring &c ?c) however I soon said it & had tea
at 6 % went to Church in the evening which I enjoyed very much, came home &
went to bed.

Yovember 28th Then I awoke I found the window covered with ice & pointed

it out to Ernest. “hen we were called Jack went to get his ice it was about
2% inches thick I eat some but it was very cold I told Jack I envied him for

he had to stay in bed as he was not very well. At last I got down did my
grammars had my breakfast % received a letter from Mama which answered the
riddle I sent her in my last letter namely Can you tell me why a hippocrite

sly can better descry than you or I on how many toes a pussy cat goes. The
answer was the hipprocrite neat can best counterfeit % so suppose can best count

her toes - After breakfast T went into the field % Johney lent me his hockey-
stick I played at H but it was very wet the grass was covered with the write
frost - came in at 11 did my lessons &% when the 1st bell rang I asked Dr to

take Irnest & me to the shell shop but he said he waz to busy then E went %
asked lVrs Laing but she would not & I met aunt & she sald she would some day:
then I had my dinner % after dinner went out in the field most of the boys
played at prisoners base but I & e few other boys played at hockey with

Yir Darch: came in about % p 4 played till % p 5 then did my sums but my chill-
blains kent continually tormenting me - Had tea at % past 7 Mr Darch excused my
history & I stood roasting myself by the fire till bed time when I said that I
should like to take.the fire to bed with me.

December 3rd %ot up at 7 4id 2 Latin 1 Greek Grammar: then asked for

one of the Magazines out of Dr's library: then had my breakfast consisting
of hot roles after which T went up into the study and set down sums and then
went after the boys on to the Esvlanade as it was to damp to go in the field:
T came in at 11 and did my lessons and heard that some of the boys had got
the Meysles and that Jemmey had got them and so Aunt could not go home tomo-
rrow it was rather vprovokeing just as they had packed up their cloths fc¢ they
ha¢ to unvack them again. T brushed my hair at 2 % ha? my dinner after which
T went out into the field and lent the boys my skipning rove to jump over: I
socn got tired of baing out in the field so I came in & Tdgar Bicknell gave me
some chesnuts % some. Rasbery-vinegar which I thought very gocd % he showed
Tom Thumb (a beautiful book as he called it) which T had given 7istles .to get

2d of it: T then skirned for a little time after which T did my sums &
Geograrhy at which ¥r Tystt acked Reginald “hitting 'what Hereford was famed
for' he answered "Drinkables" which made us all laugh: of course he szid it

for the vnurpose as he had the hook kafore him the proper answer was 'cidar'.
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" Then I had my tea at which Mr 7' left the room % so some of the boys bheran to

make 2 row ¥Trnest put the candle out with his tea, 7illiam (¢'Dowda male a
great noise & liss T. Laing was guite harar-struck: &% szid "did vyou ever see
such a low, vulgar boy as that “illiam O'Dowda" if you are not quiet directly
I shall go out of the room: then 7 C dowda rot ur % opened the door % said
"the door is all ready for you marm: at last ¥Mr Tyatt came bvack and she told
him & he immediately sent ¥ C'd ur stairs. Miss Liang kept trying to light

the candle which Frnest put out but could not succeed of course. Soon after
0ld Baker came in with some milk & F. Tambier threw some tea at him he imme-
diately gave FG a box in the ear: after tea "'yatt sent Bill with a viece of
paper to Dr about him Bill very coolly read it as he wen along the passage old
W said well I sure Mastr 7illiam reading my notes well I could not expect any-
thing else from you: then I went un in to the study and worked till & then
Henry O dowda (who had to say his Geography again) was asked where Carlisle was
he answered "in Fent I think™ he said '"or some other out of the way place': so
‘lyatt told him to write his = out then he was rather imrudent about it & so

was R O dowda & so Y told Dr and Dr kicked up no end of jaw sbout it % Henry
said "I have done nothing that I should do it" but Dr took khim by the arm %
told him to go to his.place % do it. I went to bed at ' nast.8 and slewnt
soundly. ' L :

December 14th A nasty pawing wet day: when the boys szot up it was quite
dark I lied in bed till a little after 8 % then came down % had my breakfast
but did not eat much because T felt sick: after breakfast I went in the dinine
hall & played with Ernest at "I love my love" & then went into the study % did
ry lessons then I had my dinner after which I amused myself as well as I could
by playing with Mr Darch &%c &c &c then I did my sums after I had done one sum

I had my tea.

THE CRICH DUMR-BELLS

(by Brnest Pavlson

I have already told how the rinsers of Darley went on winter-lonz strike
when the Rector, “illiam . “ray, ordered them out of the bhelfr on practice
night because he wished to rehearse a boys' choir he was trying to form. A
hundred years later the Crich ringers' strike lasted a month.

The following, stripped of its florid imagery and poetic verbosity, is
taken from the Derby Reporter of Christmas 1872. The ovening reference to
striking is very familiar.

THE CRICH DUMB BELLS -~ There is something melancholy in the idea (indoc-
trinated though we be in the matter of strikes, in these our striking days) of
a strike among the bellrinrers. Now all is hushed. WNo more 'the ringers ring
old Grandsire through'.

The merry Crich bells are silent as the graves beneath the shadow of that
egncient Norman tower in which they have been so long caged. DRBut this ‘Jumb-bell’
era refers to Christmas 1871, when, for the space of a month, the bells of
Crich church were silent because the ringers refused to ring; and that novelty,
a bellringers' strike was enacted. The reason was not that they wanted a2 rise
in wages, for in truth, they never had received any; their only resource as a
means of remuneration for their services had been to pgo round with the hat at
Christmas and thankfully receive whatever their friends chose to throw into
that receptacle. This doubtful source of remuneration had become tirescme
and unsatisfactory to the ringers-- hence the strike. Some were inclined to
regard the silence of the bells as of no consequence and treated the demands
of the ringers with contempt. }r. Johnson, the Curate, however, came to the
rescue and summoning the ringers to know their demands, he undertook to meet
those demands by subscriptions to be collected by himself. He prudently
inserted a proviso or two in the stinulations. TFor instance, the ringers had
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been in the habit, when ringing was over, of rushing out of the church, all
endishabille as they were, and probably, if not spending the intervening hours
in the public house, yet in a very unsahbatical manner. The Curate's agreement
was, however, that they should come to church in their Sunday garb and after
their duties were performed, they should remain during the service.

Their twelve month service under the new regime was celebrated on Tuesday
evening by a set-out, novel surely in the annals of the ringers, who, instead of
humbly vassing round the hat amid sneers and banter, found themselves the recip-
ients of five smuineas collécted for them by their worthy friénd the Curate and
themselves entertained at a most substantial tea to which a good muster of
friends sat down along with them.

DOMESDAY WASTE AND DERPYSHIRE

{by John E. Feath

The Domesday Survey (1086) records a value for almost every parcel of land
with the exception of those estates which were waste. In the Survey of
Derbyshire a large number of manors, varticuvlarly in the uplands, but also in
the south of the county, were recorded as waste, and in particnlar, the royal
boroush of Derby , had 103 messuases that used to render farm (i.e.dues tothe Kig
which were waste in 1086. H.C. Darby and I.B. Terrett (1) suggest that waste
was land that had sone out of cultivation as a result of devastation.

Pecause the areas of waste, which are more extensive in Western and
Northern Tngland, rather than in the South and Tast, correspond with the areas
of destruction wrought by the armies of the ¥King in their task of subduing
revolts in Northumbria and i. >rcia in 1068 and 1069, the blame for the waste
has been placed on the pillag.ng armies,

Darby znd Terrett also sugrest that perhaps a cause of waste was
farming in lean vears. Severe winters did occur in 1069, 1072, 1076 and 1025
while the summer of 1078 was very dry. In the year that William harried the
north 'a sreat famine occurred throughout much of England but especially in the
north where there was heavy mortality'. The famine continued on into 1070 and
1071 (2)..

Such a sequence of climatic disasters would decimate the populaticn and
result in the economically marginal settlements being deserted. This would
nartly explain the waste and deserted vills of the uvnland areas, but what of
the settlements on low-lyving land?

The 43 vills waste in 1066 in. Shropshire, Darby and Terrett attribute ‘to
the predatory "elsh, but the "elsh cannot be blamed for the large number of
deserted vills and wastes in Cheshire and Staffordshire, or in East Yorkshire.
T.A.M. RBighon writes: 'it must aprear remarkable that William's army should
have indulged in no mere than sporadic devastation of marts of the plain,
while carrying fire and sword to the remote uplands'. (3) ‘

A possible explanstion for some of the waste to be found in the Midland
manors may be the earthguake of 1049 recorded in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle:
'In this year .... on 1 May there was an earthguake in many places; at
lorcester, Droitwich, and Derby and elsewhere. There was also great mortality
of men and cattle; and wildlife which spread over DNerbyshire and some other
nlaces did much damage'. (4)

This same earthguake was recorded in the Chroncles of TFlorence of
“lorcester and Simeon of Durham, and it is alsc mentioned in the Chronicle of
the Tsle of Man. Infortunately, these sources give no further detail. From
the references in the An-lo-Saxon Thronicle it is obvious that the effects of
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the earthquake were both extensive and destructive, but how widespread it is
impossible to ascertain.

Domesday waste particularly the 103 messusges at Terby cannnt. be attributed
tc one cause; it is probably a combinstion of the 10LO earthquake, "illiam's
armies putting down risings, and in so deing livine off the land, and the
sequence of bad farming years, the consequence of either drought or extensive
cold spells and famine.

(1) H.C. Darby and I.3. Terrett: The Domesday TGeogravhy of Midland Zngland
- (Cambridge 1954) p 433 et seq.
(2) J.M. Stratton: igricnlture Records A.D. 220-1¢77, Tondon 1960 (%econd

Edition 197%) p 16.
(3) T.aA.¥. Bishop: The Norman Settlement of Vorkshire in Studies in

Medieval Tiztory presented to Trederick Maurice Fowicke, ed. by 2.". Hunt,
Y A. Pantin and FT.7. Southern (Oxford 1048) pn 2-3.
(k) G.W. Garmonsway, (trans): The Anclo-Saxon Chronicle (¥veryman), n 167.

Book Review

YORE AND PLAY FROM A CCLLECTICK OF QLD TQSTCATNS O“.@EQBYSHIRE by Alan Power.
Putlished by J. H. Hall & sons (Derbyshire Heritage Series), Derby, 1084.
Softback, 21x15cm, 48pn, _SBN.O.946404.06.2. Trice £1.50.

Nowadays we only send picture postcards when we go on holiday bdbut in
Edwardian times, when they cost a mere %d to post (hal? the usual rate), vast
numbers were produced and sent, and nesrly everyone seems to have colleuteﬁ
them. As a result, these cards now form an immnortant historical record of
life in the early mnart of this century and, recently, quite a number of books
containing collections of them have appeared.

portraits of churches and comwrises a selection of nictures showing Derbyshire
folk going about their daily work or indulging in a spot of leisure. There is
a good variety of subject matter, covering the veriod 190L to 1028 angd ranring
?rom a water hailiff cutting weeds in the river at Youlgreave, through roller
skating at the Premier Rink in Chesterfield, to a baby parade in 4lfreton
Park. At the beginning of the book there is a few nages of introduction and

then two pictures per nage for the remainder.

This particular offering ignores the common-or-sarden street scenes or

Cartions are short but, unfortunately, the author ceems to have been
less than careful in putting some of them torether. The Tombe's Derby Silk
Mill, for instance, was not built in 1702 {p © -~ the date is given differently
in the introduction as 1704!), but hetween 1717 z2nd 1720 and it was not
demolished in 1912 but destroyed by fire in 1210. TFurthermore, althocush the
card is dated as 190f, the view is much older as it dericts the doubling shop
which was taken down in 1890. 211 this information is readily available in
published form. Similarly, the lime kilns at  mberzate (p 14) closed in 1065
not 1966; Rolls Royce came to Derby in 1902 not 1909 (p 6): and the canal
depicted in the view of Stanton JYorks on p 17 is the Zrewash, not, as implied,
the Nutbrook. These errors cause one to wonder how accurate the othor
captions are.

However, having said that, the boolk is extremely well npresented znd the
standard of reproducticn is very good. At only £1.50 it is worth having for
the pictures. But beware the written content!

.~ 1

ark Hisginson



